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NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA 

PLOT  91, CADASTRAL ZONE, NNAMDI AZIKWE EXPRESS WAY,  

JABI, ABUJA 

FACULTY OF LAW 

2021_2 EXAMINATION5678 

 

COURSE CODE: PPL421 

COURSE TITL: LAND LAW I 

TIME ALLOWED: 3 HOURS 

Instruction: ANSWER QUESTION 1 (ONE) AND ANY OTHER 3 (THREE) 

QUESTIONS. (QUESTION 1 (ONE) ATTRACTS 25 MARKS) 
 

1a.  Ignatius, an Ishan man known for his strict adherence to the rules of the Catholic religion 

travelled to the UK for his studies. Upon completion of his studies, he was offered a job 

with the MI6 and married Anna, a Scottish woman with whom he had two daughters. His 

location notwithstanding, he had a close affinity with his kinsmen and travelled home 

with his family for all customary celebrations. Upon his death, his family obeyed his last 

wish and brought his body back home to Nigeria for burial according to Ishan custom. 

His kinsmen have told Anna that Ishan custom will also prevail in the distribution of his 

estate. Advise Anna on the following: (20 marks) 

i.  Ishan customary rules of succession,  

ii. how it will impact on Anna and her daughters’ inheritance rights and  

iii. the validity of Ignatius kinsmen’s position.  

   

b. Would your answer 1a (ii) and (iii) be different if Ignatius had two sons instead of two 

daughters? (5 marks) 

 

2. With the aid of relevant authorities, distinguish between testate and intestate succession 

highlighting the laws applicable to the estate of a deceased intestate.  (15 marks) 

 

3. Discuss the main issue examined in any three of the following cases to Land Law (15 

marks)   

 

a. Amodu Tijani v. Secretary of Southern Nigeria, (1921) Al 39  
 

b. Cole v Cole (1898) 1 NLR 15 
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c. Abraham v Olorunfemi (1991) I NWLR pt.165) 53 

 
d. Onitola v Bello (1958) 3 F.S.C 53, 

 

4. In 2005, the Abia State government acquired land belonging to the Akama community. 

When compensation (valued at 50% of the cost of the land as of 2005) was offered for 

the land in 2019, Chief Aka – the community head rejected it contending that payment + 

interest at a fair value was due to the community. The Permanent Secretary of the Abia 

State Ministry of Lands then invited three principal members of the community EXCO 

for a meeting. Only two of them honoured the invitation and they collected the 

compensation. Dissatisfied with the actions of the Permanent Secretary, the third 

principal member sued the Abia State Government in the name of the community 

claiming payment of compensation to the community as a whole. Discuss the legal 

issues. (15 marks) 

 

5. With reference to three authorities, discuss the applicability of the quicquid rule under 

customary law. (15 marks) 

 
6. In 1962, the Northern House of Assembly passed a law that basically re-enacted a colonial era 

law with amendments deemed necessary at the time. Identify 

 

a. the particular laws under reference  

 

b. the stated aim of the colonial era law and  its actual focus 

 

c. the purpose of the 1962 law 

 

d. amendments brought into effect by the 1962 law and implications for the newly 

independent nation called Nigeria.  (15 marks) 
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