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INTRODUCTION

The course EDU 214: Philosophy of Education is a one semester course.
It is a two credit unit course designed for the 200 level, undergraduate
programmes in education and the 600 level postgraduate programme in
education. In other words, it is meant for B. Ed, B. Sc (Ed.), B.A. (Ed)
and PGDE programmes of the National Open University of Nigeria
(NOUN).

There are no compulsory prerequisites for this course, although before
this time it is expected that you have gone through some courses like
foundations of education which will introduce you to the peripheral
details.

This course guide tells you briefly what the course is all about, the
course materials you will need and how you can work your way through
these materials. It also gives you hints on your tutor-marked
assignments; the details will be given to you at your study centre. There
are tutorial sessions that are linked to the course. You are advised to
attend these tutorial classes. The time and venue will be made available
at the centre.

What you will learn from this Course

The overall aim of this course EDU 214: Philosophy of Education is not
to make you a philosopher but to introduce you to the basic fundamental
elements of educational philosophy so as to appreciate and place value
for education. During this course, you will learn about very interesting
concepts such as metaphysics, axiology, logic, freedom, epistemology,
etc.

These concepts and many more will make you have sufficient
knowledge to appreciate the need for educational philosophy, which
should provide you with the necessary basis for further study.

Course Aims

The aim of this course is to introduce you to the basic fundamentals of
philosophy of education. This will be achieved by aiming to:

Introduce you to the basic concept of education, goals and
objectives of education.

Discuss philosophy and its functions.

Enumerate the relationship between philosophy and
education.

Describe the philosophers and their philosophies.
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Explain the curriculum in relation to education.
Discuss the concepts of metaphysics, axiology, logic,
freedom, epistemology, etc.

Course Objectives

There are overall objectives set out in order to achieve the aims set out
for this course. In addition, each unit of this course has some
performance objectives. These are included at the beginning of every
unit. You may wish to refer to them as you study the unit in order to
help you check your progress.  You should also look at the unit
objectives at the end after completing the unit. This will help you
ensure that you have done what you are required to do by the unit. The
wider objectives of this course, which if met, should have helped you to
achieve the aims of the course as a whole are set out below.

On successful completion of this course, you should be able to:

(1)  Explain the meaning and enumerate the goals and objectives of
education;

(2)  Describe the concept of philosophy and specify the scope and
functions;

(3)  Discuss the relationships between philosophy and education;
(4)  Describe the approaches of philosophy in education;

(5)  Give the importance of philosophy to the teacher;

(6)  Discuss the philosophers and their philosophies;

(7)  Explain curriculum in relation to the nature of Education in
Nigeria;

(8)  Define the concept of metaphysics;

(9)  Explain the divisions of metaphysics;

(10)  Analyse the educational implications of Realism;
(11) Specify a realist curriculum;

(12) Compare and Contrast the ideologies of the schools of
philosophy and education;
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(13) Explain axiology and its importance to education;
(14) Describe logic and its divisions;

(15) Discuss the main importance of logic;

(16) Enumerate the consequences of freedom;

(17) Define epistemology;

(18) Enumerate the types of knowledge.
WORKING THROUGH THE COURSE

To complete this course, you are expected to read the study units, and
other relevant books and materials provided by the National Open
University of Nigeria.

Each unit contains self assessment exercises and at certain points in the
course, you are required to submit assignments for assessment purpose.
At the end of the course, there is a final examination. This course is
expected to last for a period of one semester. Below, you will find
listed, all the components of the course, what you have to do, and how
you should allocate your time to each unit in order that you may
complete the course successfully and on time.

Assignment File

There are fifteen (15) assignments in this course, covering all the units
studied.

This file will be available at your study centre. You are expected to
submit completed assignments in them. The marks you obtain for these
assignments will count towards the final mark you obtain for this course.
Further information on assignments will be found in the Assignment
File itself and also in this Course Guide in the section on assessment.

The Course Materials

National Open University of Nigeria will provide you with the
following:
The Course Guide

Also at the end of each unit are lists of books — References and For
Further Reading. While you may not procure or read all of them; they
are essential supplements to the course materials.
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Remember also that you must submit answers to the TMAs as and at
when due.

Study Units

The course consists of 15 units. These are made up of the concept of
education, the goal of education, philosophy and its functions,
relationship between philosophy and education, the philosophers, the
curriculum, metaphysics, schools of thought, axiology, logic, freedom
and epistemology. This material has been developed to suit students in
Nigeria.

ASSESSMENTS

There are three aspects of the assessments. First are self assessment
exercises, second is the tutor — marked assignments and the third is the
final examination.

You are advised to be sincere in attending to the exercises. You are
expected to apply knowledge, information and skills that you have
acquired during the course. The assignment must be submitted to your
tutor for formal assessments in accordance with the deadline stated in
your schedule of presentation.

TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMNT

There are fourteen Tutor Marked Assignments in this course, and you
are advised to attempt all.

Aside from your course material provided, you are advised to read and
research widely using other references which will give you a broader
viewpoint and may provide a deeper understanding of the subject.

Ensure all completed assignments are submitted on schedule before set
deadlines. If for any reasons, you cannot complete your work on time,
contact your tutor before the assignment is due to discuss the possibility
of an extension. Except in exceptional circumstances, extensions may
not be granted after the due date.

FINAL EXAMINATION
The final examination for this course will be of three hours duration and

have a value of 70% of the total course grade. All areas of the course
will be assessed and the examination will consist of questions which
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reflect the type of self-testing, practice exercise and tutor marked
assignments you have previously encountered.

Utilise the time between the conclusion of the last study unit and sitting
the examination to revise the entire course. You may find it useful to
review your self assessment exercises, tutor marked assignments and
comments on them before the examination.

Course Marking Scheme

The work you submit will count for 30% of your total course mark. At
the end of the course however, you will b e required to sit for a final
examination, which will also count for 70% of your total marks.

How to get the most from this Course

In distance learning, the study materials are specially developed and
designed to replace the lecturer. Hence, you can work through these
materials at your pace, and at a time and place that suits you best.
Visualise it as reading the lecture instead of listening to a lecturer.

Each of the study unit follows a common format. The first item is an
introduction to the subject matter of the unit and how a particular unit is
integrated with the other units and the course as a whole. Next is a set
of learning objectives. These objectives let you know what you should
be able to do by the time you have completed the unit. Use these
objectives to guide your study.

On finishing a unit, go back and check whether you have achieved the
objectives. If made a habit, this will further enhance your chances of
completing the course successfully.

The following is a practical strategy for working through the course:
Read this course guide thoroughly.

Organise a study schedule, which you must adhere to
religiously. The major reason students fail is that they get
behind in their course work. If you encounter difficulties with
your schedule, please let your tutor know promptly.

Turn to each unit and read the introduction and the objectives
for the unit.

Work through the unit. The content of the unit itself has been
arranged to provide a sequence for you to follow.



EDU 204 PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

Review the objectives of each study unit to confirm that you
have achieved them. If you feel unsure about any of the
objectives, review the study material or consult with your
tutor.

When you are confident that you have achieved a unit’s
objectives, you can then start on the next unit. Proceed unit
by unit through the course and try to pace your study so that
you keep yourself on schedule.

After submitting an assignment to your tutor for grading, do
not wait for its return before starting on the next unit. Keep to
your schedule. When the assignment is returned, pay
particular attention to your tutor’s comments.

After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare
yourself for final examination. Check that you have achieved
the units objectives (listed at the beginning of each unit) and
the course objectives listed in this course guide.

TUTOR and TUTORIALS

There will be specific time made available for tutorial sessions, in
support of this course. You will be notified of the dates, time and
location of these tutorials, together with the name and phone number of
your tutor, as soon as you are allocated a tutorial group.

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments, keep a close
watch on your progress and on any difficulties you might encounter and
provide assistance to you during the course. You must mail your tutor
marked assignments to your tutor well before the due date. They will be
marked by your tutor and returned to you as soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephone, e-mail or your
discussion group (board) if you need help.

The following might be circumstances in which you would find help
necessary. Contact your tutor if:

You do not understand any part of the study unit or the
assigned readings.

You have difficulty with the self — tests or exercises.

vi
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You have a question or problem with an assignment, with
your tutor’s comments on an assignment or with the grading
of an assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorials. This is the only chance
to have face-to-face contact with your tutor and to ask questions which
are answered instantly. You can raise any problem encountered in the
course of your study. To gain the maximum benefit from course
tutorials, prepare a question list before attending them. You will learn a
lot from participating in discussions actively.

SUMMARY
This course is designed to give to you some teaching skills that would
help you improve your teaching techniques and thus produce students

who pass chemistry methods

We, therefore, sincerely wish you the best and that you enjoy the course.

Vvii
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You are welcome to your first unit of learning in this course —
philosophy of education. You have read the course guide and have
known what to expect in the course. So for this first unit we shall start
with the concept of education and refresh your mind or memory on the
meaning and definitions of education and the aims of education. We
shall then look at vocational training, stimulating the desire for
knowledge and developing a critical outlook. We shall also touch on
democracy as an aim of education, and some philosophical aims of
education in Nigeria. The National Policy on Education, Nationalism,
Value system Intellectual formation, skills acquisition and the
evaluation of Nigeria educational aims and objectives will also form part
of this unit. Before you continue let us look at the objectives.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Explain the concept of education

Define education

List the aims of education

List the specific philosophical aims and objectives of education in
Nigeria

Explain the National Policy on Education

3.0 MAINBODY

3.1 Concept of Education

Like philosophy, there are as many definitions as there are educators.
“Education” is an umbrella word under which a large number of
processes take place. There is no agreement as to whether or not some
activities may be considered to be educational. Individual differences
about education are more or less determined by their philosophical
orientations.

3.2Meaning And Definitions Of Education

Whenever we hear the word “education” the first place the mind goes to
Is the school. Most of the time, we tend to think of education in terms of
what teachers and their pupils do in school. We forget that what takes
place in the school is only a small fraction of education.  Indeed,
education is a process that starts the very moment a person is born and
ends whenever he finally dies.
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The process of education is one which involves a number of activities on
the part of several people, including the teacher, the pupil, parents, the
government and every citizen of the country. They all participate in the
process in one way or the other. As you are well aware, teaching is a
key factor in education and learning is another. The first teacher a child
ever has is his parents, and this learning process starts as soon as he
enters the world. Since the teaching —learning process starts with the
child’s parents, the mother in particular, the background of the learner
matters a lot. If for instance, the mother of the child is an educated lady
with a good means of livelihood, that is, a good earning capacity, one
can be sure that the child will be well fed and taught a lot of things that
another child from a less enlightened family is not likely to have.

A child growing up in a home where both parents can find time to teach
and interact with him, certainly has some advantages in terms of his
education. This is even more when there are such things as books,
newspapers, magazines, radio and television to stimulate his learning in
the home and increase his chances of development in education.

As you can see, education begins at home with parents leading the way.
At the school, the teacher continues the process of educating the child.
You should understand that the teacher does not take over the education
of the child. The teacher and the child’s parents are partners in progress
as far as the child’s education is concerned. At the school level also, the
responsibility of educating the child is shared by all the agencies of
education which ensures that adequate facilities, books, furniture,
materials and qualified staff are provided. It is also government’s
responsibility to ensure the safety and health of the child through its
various agencies.

The process of education therefore, involves different activities on the
part of the parents, teachers, the community, the government and the
child. The goal is to help him acquire knowledge, skills and morals.
These components of education are essential to the making of the
educated person.  The educated person is one who can apply his
knowledge and skill in such a way as to find solution to whatever
problems that confronts him. Education indeed, is the practical way of
attaining individual and social fulfillment. Now, let us look at some
definitions of education as given by some scholars as compiled by
Anzer(2013).

+Mahatma Gandhi:- By education, | mean an all round drawing out of
the best in man—body, mind and spirit.

+Rabindranath Tagore:- Education enables the mind to find out the
ultimate truth, which gives us the wealth of inner light and love and
gives significance to life.

+ Zakir Husain:- Education is the process of the individual mind getting
6
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to its full possible development.
+Swami Vivekananda:- Education is the manifestation of divine
perfection already existing in man.
+ Aristotle:- Education is the creation of sound mind in a sound body.
+Rouseau:- Education is the child’s development from within.
+Herbert Spencer:- Education is complete living.
+Plato:- Education is the capacity to feel pleasure and pain at the right
moment.
+Pestalozzi:- Education is natural, harmonious and progressive
development of man’s innate powers.
+T.P. Nunn:- Education is the complete development of the
individuality of the child.
+Froebel:- Education is enfoldment of what is already enfolded in the
gene.
+John Dewey:- Education is the process of living through a continuous
construction of experiences.

Now let us look at education as defined in another way. Etymologically, the word
“education” is derived from some Latin words like-
+* ‘Educatio’ which means a breeding, a bringing up, a rearing.

* ‘educo’  which means I educate, I train. This is related to the homonym-
* ‘educo”  which means | lead forth, | take out, | raise up, | erect.
+ ‘e’ which means from, out of; and ‘duco’ which means I lead, I conduct.

Education in its broadest and general sense can be described as the means through which the
aims and habits of a group of people is sustained from one generation to the next. This
occurs through any experience that has a formative effect on the way one thinks, feels or
acts. But in its narrow, technical sense, education is seen as the formal process by which
society deliberately transmits its accumulated knowledge, skills, customs and values from
one generation to another. This can be done in both formal and informal learning.
Everybody has a right to education as it is recognized by some jurisdictions and the National
Policy on Education.

A proper description of education by Berg(2010), is that it is basically the process of
becoming an educated person. This means that you have access to optimal states of mind
regardless of the situation you are in. You are able to perceive accurately, think clearly and
act effectively to achieve self- selected goals and aspirations. The key quality of an educated
person is his ability to move from negative states of the mind to the positive states. Positive
states are objectively the most productive states to be in and also provide the best quality to
life as well. The process of becoming educated requires a practice of persistent
disillusionment; a consistent method of having an on- going dialogue between the world and
your mind so as to constantly reverse your concepts of what is really going on. Therefore,
our moral responsibility in education is to align the bio-, psycho-, communo-, socio- and
eco- spheres as best we can to assist our youths and ourselves with the on- going mapping
project.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1

(@  Who is an educated person?
(b)  What is education?
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Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1

€)) Your answer may have included that an educated person is a
person who can apply his knowledge and skill in such a way as to
find solution to whatever problems that confront him.

(b)  Your answer may also include the following:
Education is the practical way of attaining individual and social
fulfillment. It is a process of socialization, enculturation and
transmission of what is worthwhile to those who are committed
to it, be they children or adults. It can also mean a process of
developing knowledge ability in a learner in such a way that he
uses this knowledge to improve himself and the society.

3.3 The Aims of Education

The statement of aims of education has become a common feature of the
activities of educational planners and administrators. But more often
than not, there is confusion as to what is meant by the term. Sometimes,
one finds that the word ‘aim’ is regarded as the equivalent of purpose or
intension. Headmasters and classroom teachers are not sure of what
exactly is expected of them with regard to the pursuit of what is
intended. Our exploration of the aims of education here is to relate the
issue to our schools. You will learn more about aims of education in
course EDU 441/611: Measurement and Evaluation. Meanwhile, let us
look at the meaning of Educational aim.

The Meaning of Educational Aim

We can define educational aim as a statement of what we hope to do in
order to achieve our goals of education.

Some philosophers attempt an etymological definition of education.
They trace it to two opposite roots which originate from two opposing
philosophical tenets. One view derives “education” from the Latin word
“educere” which means “to lead out”.  This group of philosophers,
following the tradition of Plato and other idealists, believe that the
learner has innate ideas which only need to be squeezed out, pulled out
and expanded. The other opposing school of thought holds that
education comes from the Latin word “educere” which means “to form”
“to train”. This group follows the tradition of John Locke and other
realists which holds that the child’s or the learner’s mind is a “tabula
rasa” (an erased or blank sheet”) on which to write. External objects
make impressions on the mind and feed it with information and
knowledge.
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White Head defines education as the process by which people acquire
the art of utilizing knowledge. It is guidance towards a comprehension
of the art of life. Dewey says that education is the “reconstruction or
reorganisation of experience which adds to the meaning of experience
and increases the ability to direct the course of subsequent experience”.
He asserts that “education is the fundamental method of social progress
or reform”. And again ‘“education is an intelligently directed
development or the possibilities inherent in ordinary experience.”

You should appreciate that for Dewey, education is a process of living
not a preparation for future life. It is a continuous process of growth.
Its purpose is the development of the intelligence in such a way that the
experience one gets at one time can be carried over to a subsequent
experience and used in solving one’s life problems. Moreover,
education is meant to develop both the individual and his capacity for
social living.

R. S. Peters in his contribution defined education as a process of
socializing, enculturation and transmission of what is worthwhile to
those who are committed to it, be they children or adults.

In view of all these, we can define education as a process of developing
knowledge ability in learners in such a way that they use this knowledge
to improve themselves and their society.

You should understand that the word aim conveys some suggestion of
an objective that is not too near at hand or too easy to attain. When we
ask a headmaster of a school what he is aiming at, it is only one way of
drawing his attention to what he and his teachers must be doing to raise
the standard of education in his school. From the foregoing, the main
points made about the aims of education are as follows:

(1) We tend to ask about the aims in context where we think it
Important to get people to specify more precisely what they are
trying to do.

(2)  Aims suggest the concentration on and the direction of effects
towards an objective that is not too near or close to hand.

(3)  Aims suggest the possibility of failure or falling short.

Having examined the suggestions that are generally associated with aim,
we will now identify some aims of education and discuss them.

The aims of education are as follows:
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3.3.1 The Minimum Skills

They should provide men and women with minimum of the skills
necessary for them:

a. to take their place in society and
b. to seek further knowledge

This is the least controversial of the listed aims. It is essential that
everyone in our society should know how to read and write and
calculate sufficiently to go through their ordinary daily business. You
should know that it is irrelevant what a person is. He needs the skills in
order to do his work well.

3.3.2 Vocational Training

At every stage in our adult life we should be able to use not only our
heads but our hands as well. ~ We cannot all be medical doctors,
engineers, lawyers or teachers, some of us must be plumbers, carpenters,
electricians and auto mechanics. No matter what vocation you have
learnt, you should take interest in areas outside your own in order to be
able to help your self when you are in need. Our education should aim
at making us useful not only to ourselves but to the society at large.

3.3.3 Stimulating the Desire for Knowledge

Our educational system wrongly emphasizes the acquisition of
knowledge as a means to an end. While no one would quarrel over
using acquired knowledge as a means to earning our living, quest for
knowledge can be for its own sake. Education has an intrinsic value,
that is, it does not have to be seen as something that must always bring
material reward. For instance, when you read novels for your own
personal enjoyment and not for the sake of passing any examination, it
does not only give you some satisfaction but also builds up your
vocabulary. Such will also improve your outlook in many ways. Our
education should therefore, promote our quest for knowledge at all times
because it is not only good for the individual but for the entire nation as
well.

3.3.4 Developing a Critical Outlook

This aim of education is a very controversial one. Government officials
and private proprietors of schools or employers in general do not always
appreciate people who are critical of their actions. But criticism is
essential in a democratic system. Our educational training must enable

10
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us read in between lines to detect possible areas of conflicts and point
them out before it is too late. Although some people may be
uncomfortable whenever such is done, it may prevent a lot of problems
in the long run. Constructive criticism is usually better especially when
the issue is a very sensitive one. Sound education therefore, develops in
us a critical mind to enable us to detect flaws and disagree with even
those we respect most. Being critical is a sign of being an educated
person.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1.2

a. Define educational aim
b. Mention two aims of education

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 1.2

a. Your answer may have included that it is a statement of what we
hope to do in order to achieve our goal of education.

b. Your answer may have included that it provides men and women
with minimum of the skill necessary for them to take their place
in the society and to seek further knowledge. It also enables us to
develop critical out look.

3.4 Democracy As An Aim Of Education

When you take a close look at our educational system, you will see how
traditional and authoritarian our schools have remained. The average
child does not see going to school as enjoyable. For the children, school
is a painful experience that they must live with. But does it have to be
that way? What makes it that way? Who is responsible for the fear of
school despotism?

Somehow, the traditional teacher sees himself as a person who knows
everything and has every right to inculcate knowledge and moral in
every child who chooses his path.

How he does it must not and cannot be challenged by anyone including
the child’s parents. He sees it as his God given right to mould and shape
“the child according to his own will”. As far as the teacher is
concerned, what he teaches in class is not as important as how he
teaches it. The old lesson note that he has been reciting to every group
of children that comes along must never be touched or altered. He uses
it for every generation that passes through the school. He probably
taught the child’s father years ago with the same materials that he is
using now. If you suggest a change of materials, he dismisses you with
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a wave of hand. All these show that the process of education relies too
much on dictating what should be done, whereas it should be
democratic.

Although the picture painted above still exists in most primary schools
in Nigeria, there have been some efforts or moves towards
democratisation. Our teacher education programmes at different levels
have started to emphasize the need to educate instead of training. An
educated teacher is more humane than a trained teacher. The educated
teacher does not lack self confidence, he is always innovative and
willing to learn in order to be more used to his student. He is also ready
to learn from his students.

If our aim is to make education less painful to our pupils, teachers in the
system need to be more democratic. Given that an aim of education
emphasizes self-realisation, he must pay as much attention to the
processes of education as well as content of work and teaching method.
The child centred educator would ensure that the child’s feeling and
interest are accommodated in a given programme of study. Individual
self-realisation emphasises the importance of learning by individual
experience and discovery and the importance of a principle of actions in
a curriculum. In order words, children should be given an opportunity
to choose from a given set of subjects in a curriculum. Teachers should
be willing to accommaodate this as much as possible. When this is being
done, the teacher is democratic.  This lays the foundation for the
development of democratic principles as a national goal.

3.5  Specific Philosophical Aims and Objectives of Education
in Nigeria

3.5.1 The National Policy on Education was published in 1977 and
revised in 1981 and 2004.

Various goals and aspirations were stated in the Policy which
form the basis of the Nigerian educational aims and objectives,
which include the following:

3.5.2 Nationalism

The inculcation of national consciousness and national unity. You
should know that expressed in this statement is the determination to
make every Nigerian aware, in the first place, of himself as a Nigerian,
and in the second place, of the inseparable bond that exists among all
Nigerians. You should understand that dedication to selfless service and
the strength of the Nation may be derived from the statement.
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3.5.3 Value System

The inculcation of the right type of value and attitude for the survival of
the individual and the Nigerian Society is of paramount importance.
You should understand you that the emphasis here is on the
development of habits and attitudes that may get the individual and the
society to manifest worthwhile activities. You should understand that
this means the determination to get things right, to find out the truth, to
get to the bottom of things, and to take pride in finishing things, in
shaping things with accuracy and precision with practical reference to
Nigeria, for survival of the individual and the Society.

3.5.4 Intellectual Formation

Intellectual formation has to do with the training of the mind in the
understanding of the world around. You should understand that the
desire is to promote desirable state of mind that may help make the
world look like a community of nations as well as make a person aware
of realities around him.

3.5.5 Skill Acquisition

“The acquisition of appropriate skills, abilities and experiences both
mental and physical as equipment for the individual to live in and
contribute to the development of the society”. You should note that this
statement of aim and objective seek to provide men and women with the
knowledge and the skills necessary for them to take their place in the
society and contribute to its development.

3.6 Evaluating Nigerian Educational Aims And Objectives

In restating the five main national objectives from the second National
Development Plan as the foundation for the National Policy on
Education, Nigeria has been criticized as being over-ambitious and
utopian. | want you to know that this is particularly true when Nigerian
IS by no means near those ideals nor does it seem to take seriously the
journey towards them. How near is Nigeria to its objectives of
“building of

(1) a free and democratic society

(i) ajust and egalitarian society

(ili)  aunited, strong and self-reliant nation

(iv) agreat and dynamic economy

(v)  aland of bright and full opportunities for citizens”
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To what extent have all the citizens felt integrated into sound and
effective citizens with equal educational opportunities at primary,
secondary and tertiary levels, both inside and outside the formal school
system?

Has the quality of instruction at all levels of education really changed?
And are we in consequence achieving these glorious values of

(i) respect for the worth and dignity of the individuals

(i) faith in man’s ability to make rational decisions

(ili)  moral and spiritual values in interpersonal and human relations;

(iv)  shared responsibility for the common good of society

(v)  respect of the dignity of labour and

(vi)  promotion of the emotional, physical and psychological health of
all children”.

These and many other enunciated values may still be eluding us. But
awareness of them and adoption of them is several milestones on the
right part. There is no doubt that eventually committed citizens will rise
to realise or carry out those dreams of the founding fathers of our
political life. In piloting their journey towards a better Nigeria, they will
have at least some clear aims and objectives to guide their courageous
leadership. Now let us summarise this unite by taking note of the nature
of education.

3.6 Nature of education

Itis a life- long process.

It is a systematic process.

It is the development of individual and the society.

It is modification of behaviour.

It is a training.

It is purposive.

It is instruction and direction.

Itis life.

It is continuous reconstruction of our experiences.

It helps in individual adjustment.

It is balanced development.

It is a dynamic process.

It is a three dimensional process.

It is growth

It is a by- polar process.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

There are many definitions of education as there are educators.
Having seen the definitions, the nature and the aims of
education, we will now look at the philosophy and philosophy
of education.
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5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit we have learnt:

I. The meaning and definition of education
i, The aims of education

iii. Specific philosophical aims of education in Nigeria

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Who is an educated person?
2. What is education?
3. List the aims of education?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, you studied the concept of education, the aims of
education and the philosophical aims of education. In this unit, you will
learn about the definition and meaning of philosophy, the functions of
philosophy and the implication of philosophy to education.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
Say the meaning of philosophy
Define what philosophy is
Explain who is philosopher
Describe the functions of philosophy
Describe the implication of philosophy for teaching
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3.0 MAINBODY

3.1 The Meaning of Philosophy

People think of philosophy in different ways because of differences in
viewing the world. The various ways people see things have accounted
for the arguments about the way things are and how man fits into the
universal scheme.

The word philosophy came from the Greek words ‘philo’ and ‘sophia’.
These Greek words are interpreted as follows — ‘philia’ refers to
friendliness, affection or love. Then ‘sophia’ on the other hand, refers to
the highest intellectual, especially philosophical excellence which the
human mind is capable of and which is the result of studying nature for
its own sake. The two concepts would combine to form philosophy
which is literally translated as ‘love of wisdom’.

3.2 Philosophy

Although, contemporary philosophers do not parade themselves as

‘wisemen’, wisdom is certainly an attribute of philosophy. But who is a
wise man? What would make us refer to a person as wise in African

society? To refer to a person as a wise man in Africa, the person must

know the traditional practices and customs of his people. Such a person
must also think critically and deeply about the world around him. It is
only when a person has these qualities that you can refer to him as a
wise man or a philosopher. In order words, how much schooling or
paper qualification a man has does not account for his becoming a
philosopher. Now, let us look at some definitions of philosophy.

Philosophy has been defined as:

a. a mental attitude between science and religion. Like science, it is
concerned about factual evidence about the world. Like religion,
philosophy is never definite about anything said about the nature
of God or man.

b. A way of simplifying complex ideas and statements about our
experiences in life in order to make us understand them fully.

C. A study which examines the nature of the world and the reasons
behind many things or events happening in it.

a. A sum total of what a person accepts as guiding principles to act in a
particular way at different times, places and circumstances.
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In order to help you have a comprehensive view of the concept of
philosophy, let us look at more descriptions of philosophy.

»  The study of the nature, causes or principles of reality, knowledge, or values
based on logical reasoning.

»  The study of the theoretical underpinnings of a particular field or discipline.
»  The study of ideas about knowledge, truth, the nature and meaning of life, etc
»  Aset of ideas about how to do something and how to live.

»  Critical examination of the rational grounds of our most fundamental beliefs
and logical analysis of the basic concepts employed in the expression of such
beliefs.

»  Philosophy may also be defined as reflection on the varieties of human
experience, or as the rational, methodical and systematic consideration of the
topics that are of greatest concern to humanity. It means that the philosophical
inquiry is a central element in the intellectual history of many civilizations.

You have to note here that the difficulty in having a consensus definition of
philosophy is partly reflecting the fact that philosophers have most of the time come
to it from different fields. Philosophers prefer to reflect from their different areas of
experience. This is because all the world’s great religions have produced significant
allied philosophical schools. Now let us look at some of these schools. Western
philosophers like Thomas Aquinas, George Berkeley and Soren Kierkegoard
regarded philosophy as a means of defending religion and dispelling anti-religious
errors in materialism and rationalism. On their own part Pythagoras, Rene Descartes
and Bertrand Russel were primarily mathematicians whose views of reality and
knowledge were influenced by mathematics. The other group made up of Thomas
Hobbes, J.J.Rousseau, and John Stuat Mill were mainly concerned with political
philosophy. Socrates and plato occupied themselves mainly with questions of ethics.
Francic Bacon and Alfred North Whitehead started from an interest in the physical
compositions of the natural world. You will have to note that there are other
philosophical fields like Aesthetics, Epistemology, Logic, Metaphysics, Philosophy
of mind, philosophical Anthropology, Analytic Philosophy, Continental philosophy,
Feminist philosophy, science philosophy etc. you have seen that it is not easy to
have a definite definition of philosophy. This is because different people have
different views about it. However our main concern is on the philosophy of
education we shall look at it later.

19



EDU 204 PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

3.3 The Scope of Philosophical Inquiries

Understand that philosophical inquiry is about the following areas of
study:

(i) a comprehensive explanation of why man occupies a particular
position in the world.

(ii) an explanation of the nature of knowledge and its relevance to
human life.

(iiiy  a study of theories and principles which guide social behaviour
which we call ‘good’ or ‘bad’, ‘right” or ‘wrong’. Philosophy as
a subject examines the question which affects human existence
and the existence of other objects in the world. The subject also
examines the question of the existence of God and other divine
forces. The subject also examines and clarifies important topics
like life, happiness and time, predestination, immorality among
others. When we study such topics, we study an area of
philosophy called metaphysics. A teacher should study this
subject because it would help him to understand human nature
better and, therefore, be better able to develop the knowledge of
his learner. This is why you need to study it well.

Philosophy is also concerned with studying the nature of knowledge.
Philosophers try to define knowledge. They try to identify the qualities
of knowledge. They try to trace the origin and source of knowledge.
While some philosophers believe that knowledge comes from reasoning,
others believe that it comes from senses. Again, others believe that
knowledge is determined by the person looking for it. The branch of
philosophy concerned with knowledge is called epistemology. It is
important to education because to be able to educate, we must have
knowledge. Again, the process of education is the processes of making
people acquire knowledge. As you read through, you are acquiring
knowledge.

Philosophy is also concerned with the principles guiding our social
actions. This is called ethics or moral philosophy. Again, philosophy
interpret ‘good’, ‘bad’, ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ in many ways. This again
depends on their background experience. To a person who is brought up
in a period of war, the good life may be the life of peace. To those who
suffer from ignorance, knowledge to them is good. Philosophers do not
only try to define the good life, they also prescribe ways of attaining it.
As an educator, you should know the ways of life that are valued to your
people so that you can prepare your learner for good social relations.
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Over the years, philosophy has assumed a more moderate role by
confining itself to analyzing and clarifying concepts and statements. It
also tries to resolve issues in human life. This is done in order to
improve our understanding of the subject matter of life in general and
discipline as well.

3.4  The Functions of Philosophy

The functions of philosophy are the uses of the subject to us as
individuals and as members of a society. Some contemporary thinkers
called the Analytic philosophers see philosophy as a study that
essentially simplifies and analyses issues and statements pertaining to
other subjects in order to enable us understand them better.

The functions of philosophy are explained as follows:
3.4.1 Analytical Function

This has to do with the analysis and clarification of ideas, issues, and
statements to enable us understand the subject matters of other
disciplines. This analytical function is considered to be the primary
function of philosophy.

3.4.2 Speculative and Normative Function

The mind is a very essential instrument for doing philosophy. The mind
is one gift to man which enables him to think about himself, the people
around him and the world in general. With it he can speculate about
things he is not sure of; he can imagine things that are possible and even
those that are not possible. It is to be noted however, that, when we
think about things or speculate on issues it is done within the context of
our social and cultural environment.

3.4.3 Inspirational Function

The educational process is constantly inspired by philosophers. Such
works as Plato’s Republic and others like it have become the reference
book for many educators because they obtain a lot of insight from these
books to guide their activities. For one thing, every society has its ideal
and thus, strives to attain it. Plato’s ideal in the Republic is one in
which education serves as an important criterion for assigning social
positions and responsibilities. It is therefore, believed that, people
should be educated in order to enable them achieve self-fulfillment.
Even though Plato’s society does not pretend to strive for equality of all
people, it is still a model to inspire the Nigerian educator in his effort to
bring about a measure of equality in society.
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3.4.4 Prescriptive Function

Every nation has its problems which call for solution. It is expected that
every one would contribute to the best of his ability.  Although
philosophy has a lot to contribute, philosophers are sometimes excluded
from the decision making process.  This appears to have made the
situation worse. For example, before adopting a new educational or
social policy in the country, one would expect that philosophers would
be included in the planning.  Such contributions would benefit all
concerned.

Some educational philosophers in the country hold the view that the
poverty of Nigeria’s philosophical base is responsible for our
technological under-development. They also blame the country’s social
political instability on the weakness of its philosophical foundation.
Philosophical prescription is therefore, made to help to overcome these
difficulties.  Indeed every society expects some guidance from its
philosophers, especially in education. It is on this score that philosophy
is made compulsory in all Teacher Education and Law Programmes.

3.4.5 Co-ordinating Function

Since it is well known that all other disciplines are generated from
philosophy, philosophy cannot be seen as competing with its offspring.
In view of the fact that these disciplines have established their
knowledge base solidly, philosophy has mapped out for itself other
responsibilities.  The fact that there exist at present such area as
philosophy of science, philosophy of social science, philosophy of law
and philosophy of education among others, shows the contribution that
philosophy still makes to learning. Consequently, the coordinating role
of philosophy in articulating the knowledge base of these disciplines
should not leave anyone in doubt about the prescriptive function of
philosophy.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2.1

1. List the function of philosophy
2. Explain the analytic function of philosophy
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Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 2.1

1. Th2 functions of philosophy are
a. Analytic function

b. Speculative function
C. Inspirative function
d. Prescriptive function
e. Coordinating function

2. The analytic function of philosophy has to do with the analysis
and clarification of ideas, issues, and statements to enable us

understand the subject matters of other disciplines. This
analytical function is considered to be the primary function of
philosophy.

3.5 Philosophy as a Guide to Curriculum Design

The educational process relies on curriculum for guidance while
philosophy constitutes the base of curriculum design. Curriculum
design is the fruitful ordering of subject matter designed to produce
knowledge, skills and attitude in our children.  If the products of
curriculum design are so important to the educational process, we
should expect philosophy to play an important part in the shaping of
education for one thing, knowledge and social outlook are key
components of philosophy. In fact the skills referred to are basically
intellectual because thinking is involved.

Whether curriculum is seen as the total interaction between the teacher
and his pupil or as the general name for school subjects, like
mathematics, language, arts, health and physical education among
others, curriculum is based on philosophy because of the inspiration it
derives from philosophy.

You will learn more about curriculum in course EDU 201: Curriculum
Theory and Practice.

3.6 Implication of Philosophy for Teaching

From the foregoing, you must have seen that it is apparent that
philosophy has great implication for teaching. If we accept the main
task of teacher as to impart knowledge skills and moral, and these
elements are grounded in philosophy. It is absolutely necessary for the
teacher to pay attention to philosophy. The use of the mind as an
effective instrument for thinking one’s way out of problem is very
important. The teacher who acts before he has the opportunity to reflect
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can certainly not be an effective one. Philosophy therefore, makes
teachers able to think and this process is encouraged in his learners.

As one whose activities are guided by an inspired curriculum, the
teacher must see himself as a nation builder in the strictest sense of the
word. The country depends on him to teach in such a way that the
manpower needed to man the different areas of responsibility is efficient
and effective. Therefore, philosophy helps the teacher to understand his
work better.

Philosophy also helps the teacher to understand the national and
educational goals of his country. It is therefore, essential for the teacher
to relate the functions of philosophy to education so that he can use
knowledge to produce the educated and skilled Nigerian needed to
develop the nation.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Over the years, philosophy has assumed a more moderate role by
confining itself to analysing and clarifying concepts and statements. It
also tries to resolve issues in human life, in order to improve our
understanding of the subject matter of life in general.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have learnt about:

I. The meaning and definition of philosophy
ii. The functions of philosophy

iii.  Philosophy as a guide to curriculum design
v. Implication of philosophy for teaching

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

. List the scope of philosophical inquiries
il List the functions of philosophy and explain one
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, you read through important definitions in philosophy of
education, philosophical inquiries, the functions of philosophy and
implication of philosophy on teaching.

In this unit, you are going to study the relationship between philosophy
and education, concept of philosophy of education and the importance
of philosophy of education to the teacher/educator.

2.0 OBJECTIVE
By the end of the unit, you should be able to:

Explain the relationship between philosophy and education.

Discuss the conceptions of philosophy of education.

Describe the importance of philosophy of education to the teacher or
educator.

Differentiate between philosophy of education and educational
philosophy.

26



EDU 204 PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

3.0 MAINBODY

3.1 Relationship Between Philosophy And Education

You should know that the philosophical orientation apparent in the idea
of making men “critical” is to make the teacher or the educator to be
“self critical”. This is to illustrate the passion for certainty which is
perhaps innate in all humans. According to Aminigo (1999:11) “This
strong tendency is in part, the source of all human achievements in
inquiry and explanation from those of the scientists to the great
explorers.”  This fact brings philosophy into close relationship with
education, which seeks to impart knowledge through an acceptable
manner to the people.  The critical attitude developed as a result,
enhances human knowledge and creates an avenue for the building of
principles of rational beliefs. It creates open mindedness in educational
practices by practitioners (teachers and the educators) who allow their
beliefs and decisions to be subjected to further study and examination.

Philosophers look at theories, assumptions, postulations, statements and
value judgments critically as to justify them.  The logicalities and
consistencies of any claim in education in the process become clarified.
Philosophy equips the teacher to deal with educational problems by
obtaining self-reflection, criticism and analysis. He reasons and
assesses critically the validity of principles. Dewey (1966) describes the
relationship as very close and remarks:

Philosophy of education is not an external
application of ready-made ideas to a system of
practice having a radically different origin and
purpose. It is only an explicit formation of
right mental and moral habits in respect to the
difficulties of contemporary social life. The
most penetrating definition of philosophy
which can be given is, then that it is the theory
of education in its most general phases.

Nweke (1995:25) was of the view that “philosophy gives education the
thought and education gives it an outlet in practice”. This means that
philosophy and education are complementary disciplines to each other
and they are mutually re-constructive. They are not only a process but
also a product in terms of the child maturation, moral and intellectual
development. Burus and Brauner (1976) maintain that: “Philosophical
activities serve pedagogical purposes as analytic, evaluative, speculative
and integrative process”. Finally, philosophy and education work for
the harmonization of education policies, theories and practices”
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evaluation of possibilities in educational practices and benefit to the
recipients.

Philosophy and education has a common mode of thought and action
that is thinking and acting strategies in educational context.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3.1

1. List four areas of relationship between philosophy and education.

2. What are Dewey’s opinion concerning the relationship between
philosophy and education?

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 3.1

1. Your answer may include that the four areas of relationship
between philosophy and education are:

a. Philosophy seeks to impart knowledge to the people
through acceptable manner.
b. The critical attitude developed as a result of studying

philosophy enhances human knowledge and creates an
avenue for building of principle of rational believe.

C. It creates open-mindedness in educational practices by
practitioners who allow their beliefs and decisions to be
subjected to further study and examination.

d. Philosophy looks at theories, assumptions, postulations,
statements and value judgments critically as to justify
them.

2. Your answer may include that Dewey’s opinions can be

summarised as follows:

Philosophy of education is not an external application of ready made
ideas to a system of practice having a radical different origin and
purpose. It is only an explicit formation of right mental and moral habit
In respect to the difficulties of contemporary social life.

You have read through some of the areas of relationship between
philosophy and education. We will go further into this relationship to
enable you to appreciate it the more.

3.2 Conceptions of Philosophy Of Education

Philosophy of education is referred to as the use of philosophical tools,
theories, methods, and principles for the explanation and solutions of
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educational problems. It is an applied philosophy. However, many
philosophers see it in different ways.

3.2.1 Philosophy As An Application

Newsome (1962) accepts the application of philosophy to the problems
of education and suggests:

Philosophy might also be applied to education
by utilizing the methods, tasks, techniques of
philosophy in investigating problems of formal
schooling.

This view of application appears most acceptable to
majority of educational philosophers. It should be seen too
that philosophy of education benefits from the various
methods of analysis in clarification of concepts and issues of
national interest. Philosophy of education makes positive
suggestions and recommendations about how educational
theories and practices might be improved upon and is more
effective in their functions. To John Dewey (1966)
Philosophy is the theory of education in its most general
phases.

3.2.2 Broad Based Approach

Philosophy of education considers the broad based statements of
principles which project the goals of the society. Some times the goals
of an ideal society are mapped out and used in any less developed
society.

Akinpelu (1981) holds that, it is “a projection of the social, economic,
political and cultural life of any community to education formulated
after considering the ideal society we would prefer to live in. In a way,
educational philosophy means the National Policy on Education, which
IS government’s process of achieving its national objectives that can be
achieved using education as a tool. It is a broad statement of aims with
well-articulated general principles of education, which would later, be
interpreted for easy application at the several levels of educational
theories and practices.

3.2.3 Historical Approach

Understand that the philosophical views and thoughts/ideas of the great
educators of the past such as Plato, John Dewey, John Locke,
Pestallozzi. Aristole, Rene Decartes and others, are studied and their
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approaches and solutions are carefully applied to present day
educational problems. The fact is that, certain problems have been
existing from the onset with the possible approach of problem solving.
It would be a waste of time and effort to postulate other theories for the
similar problems instead of using the recognized solutions.

However, because of the dynamic nature of the society and its peculiar
problem, emphasis should be laid on the development of critical abilities
needed for tackling contemporary problems of education.

3.2.4 Philosophical Approach

We wish you to understand here that the philosophical ideas of
important schools of thought are superimposed or applied to educational
ideas. Such schools of thought among others are Realism, ldealism,
Humanism, Existentialist, Pragmatism, Naturalism etc.

The major deficiency here is that the schools are not originally
concerned with educational issues. “No system of education
corresponds to them in a straight jacked, logically derives” according to
Akinpelu (1974). The application might be difficult and sometime
attracts unnecessary and unhealthy human manipulation.

3.2.5 Analytical Approach

Philosophy of education is seen as an “eye opener” to the teacher. It
gives the teacher a professional training by developing and cultivating in
him a critical attitude and rational way of examining issues.  This
analytical approach is the most recent and one that brightens the teacher’
professional outlook. Analysis identifies and clarifies ambiguities and
inconsistencies inherent in some words, concepts and issues in both
philosophy and education. It makes people feel that philosophy of
education is basically to criticize and analyze words, concepts, theories,
assumptions etc. You should understand that it is used for the purpose
of identifying proper usages, clarifying ambiguities, inconsistencies and
absurdities and in the process making the teacher and the educator
logical in addressing educational problems. It actually assists us to
answer both philosophical and educational problems. For instance it
addresses ethical issues such as justification for punishment in Nigerian
School by analyzing punishment and critically looking into problems
arising from the implementation of National Policy like “provision of
equal educational opportunity” and so on.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 3.2

1. Discuss the historical approach of the philosophy of education
2. What do you understand as the philosophical approach of
philosophy of education?

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 3.2

1. Your answer may include that the historical approach, which
states that the philosophical views and thought of the great
educators of the past such as Plato, John Dewey, John Locke,
Pestallozzi. Aristole, Rene Decartes and others, are studied and
their approaches and solutions are carefully applied to present
day educational problems. The fact is that, certain problems have
been existing from the onset with the possible approach of
problem solving. It would be a waste of time and effort to
postulate other theories for the similar problems instead of using
the recognized solutions.

However, because of the dynamic nature of the society and its
peculiar problem, emphasis should be laid on the development of
critical abilities needed for tackling contemporary problems of
education.

2. Your answer may include that the philosophical ideas of
important schools of thought are applied on educational ideas.
Such schools of thought among others are realism, idealism,
humanism, Existentialism Pragmatism etc.

3.3 The Importance of Philosophy of Education to the Teacher
or Educator

You have studied the concept of the philosophy of education and the
approaches used in solving educational problems. Here you will be
reading through the importance of philosophy of education to the
teacher or educator. Note that philosophy results from reflection on
experience. Once acquired, it constitutes a sense of rightness which is an
organic attitude that looks both towards the past that nurtured it and to
the future where tentative actions are to be considered. One cannot
deliberately take a position contrary to his present sense of rightness. His
attitudes will continue to change, of course, as the impacts of new
experience affect them. Realizing this fact of inevitability should enjoin
us all to tolerance for the present points of view of others. (Guzman,
2012).

Philosophy of education is an applied and practical philosophy not only
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for teachers but also for the administrators or educators. To them, it is a

continuous search for better methods of solving educational problems.
It is inevitable for teachers or educators to have the know-how of
thinking things through without childishly accepting issues for granted.

The teacher or educator through the philosophical thinking should be

able to appreciate the implications and meanings of numerous
educational issues. Philosophy of education is a systematic and rational
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way of sorting out facts, educational principles and theories and
critically evaluating them. A great number of the great educationists
such as Plato, Socrates, Thomas Aquinas, John Locke, John Dewey,
Rene Descartes etc. were great philosophers. Therefore, it is apparent
that a good educator should acquire the knowledge of philosophy. The
teacher can make decisions, develop a critical attitude to analyze,
compare and synthesize the consequences of his educational actions.
Above all, the teacher can competently scrutinize the principles, laud
practice of different schools of thought especially on school curriculum,
pedagogy and administration by the knowledge of philosophy. It
enables the teacher to acquire a balanced sense of judgment and good
organisation of classroom and enhances effective learning through the
choice of acceptable methods.

Philosophy of education helps the teacher/educator to better understand
the objectives of his national policies on education. He can evaluate the
worthwhileness of his nation’s educational needs and achievement. It
improves teacher’s level of maturity, proper knowledge of the child and
environmental demands.

The teacher with the knowledge of philosophy engages in any form of
educational problems, issues and discussion and offers alternative
options for actions. It enables the teacher to relate theory to practice.
Nweke (1989:29) remarks “philosophy of education gives the teacher
the professional tool and provides high quality performance in
educational activities. It gives the teacher a personal intellectual
education which he really needs more than others since the job of a
teacher is mainly to stimulate the intellectual anxiety of the students.”
For the teacher, philosophy is very important in developing meaning and
conventional wisdom in education issues.

Also, Okujagu cited Aminigo (1997:17) summarises the relevance of
philosophy and philosophy of education of the teachers as follows:

1. It helps professionalise the teaching job.

2. It clarifies values and aims in education.

3. It critically examines assumptions underlying all schools and
educational practice.

4, It enlightens the teacher as to the origin of educational difference.

o

It rationalises pedagogical theories being used, examining them

for their worthwhileness.

6. It improves the teachers’ work by helping them to clarifying their

personal philosophies; offering them personal intellectual
educational and enabling them to influence educational policies
which they operate.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 3.3
1. Summarize the relevance of philosophy of education to the teacher.
Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 3.3

a. Your answer may include that the summary of the importance of
philosophy of education to the teacher/educator include:

b. It helps professionalise the teaching job.

It clarifies values and aims in education.

d. It critically examines assumptions underlying all schools and
educational practice.

e. Itenlightens the teacher as to the origin of educational difference.

f. It rationalises pedagogical theories being used, examining them for
their worthwhileness.

g. It improves the teachers, work by helping them to clarifying their
personal  philosophies; offering them personal intellectual
educational and enabling them to influence educational policies
which they operate.

o

40 CONCLUSION
Philosophy of education is the use of philosophical tools, theories,

methods, and principles for the explanation and solutions of educational
problems.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have learnt about:

a. Relationship between philosophy and education.
b. Conceptions of education

c. The importance of philosophy of education to the teacher/educator

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. List four areas of relationship between philosophy and education.

2. List the different ways of philosophy of education and discuss
any of them.

3. Summarize the importance of philosophy of education to the
teacher.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, you read about the relationship between philosophy and
education, and the concept of education. You also read about the
importance of philosophy of education to the teacher/educator.

In this unit, we shall move another step further to look at the works of
some great philosophers with reference to education. This will
emphasise the value of philosophy of education.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Discuss the contributions of Socrates to education.
Explain Plato’s major educational ideas
Describe John Locke's method of education

3.0 MAINBODY

Two and a half
millenniums ago, Plato
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stated that knowledge
is justified true belief, an
influential notion that
shaped educational
theories across time.
Since  then, modern
thinkers had never
stopped seeking
knowledge about the
human psychology,
development, and
education. Here, are the
ten greatest.

3.1 An Historical Background Socrates (470-399 BC)

Socrates was born about the year 470 BC. His father was a sculptor
while his mother was a midwife. His goal in life was to be a
philosopher (teacher) and he indeed later became one of the first
Athenian teachers. He did not put his thought into writing. But most of
what was known about him is from the writing of two of his disciples -
Xenophon and Plato.

Socrates lived a humble, disciplined and upright life. As Plato wrote
about him, he was “the best of all of his time that we have known and
more over the most wise and just”. You can see that his students liked
him. He was a man who holds strongly to what he thinks is right and
without changing his opinion.

3.2 Socrates Major Educational Ideas

The teachings of Socrates were based on ethics or moral philosophy
aimed at solving the problems created in Athens then by the teaching of
the Sophists (non-Athenian teachers who taught for some wages). But
his teachings are important to us today.

3.2.1 Socrates Theory of Knowledge

The Sophists had taught that people come to know the truth by mere
sense feeling or impression that knowledge is attained by perception.
The Sophists would say “whatever seems to me right is right”. But
Socrates' theory of knowledge asserts that knowledge is derived through
concepts and that since reason is the source of concept, it follows that
reason is the source of knowledge. You should understand that what he
was teaching here is that, since reason is a common quality of all men,
people should no longer depend on what they ‘feel’ in trying to come to
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the truth. They should rather depend on ‘reason’ which is the closest
source of all knowledge of truth.

3.2.2 Concept of Virtue

a. Socrates taught that “virtue is knowledge”. He believed that a
man cannot act right unless he first knows what is right, that is,
unless he appreciates the concept of right. Moral action (action
that is right) is thus based on knowledge. He went on to say that
if a man possesses knowledge, he cannot do wrong because all
wrong doings spring from ignorance. He also said that ‘no man
intentionally does wrong’. It is good you know the weakness of
this theory. Many people’s actions are governed not by reason,
but by emotions (or feelings). People also deliberately do wrong,
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3.2.3

3.2.4

even when they know the right thing.

Related to the above is another teaching of Socrates that virtue
can be taught. This idea received support from Plato who said
that all we need is to have knowledge of what virtue is, and it
could be passed on to others by teaching.

The third aspect of his teaching on virtue is that “virtue is one”.
Ordinarily, we talk of many virtues such as courage, justice,
kindness, honesty, faithfulness etc. But Socrates believed that all
these individual virtues have one source - knowledge. Therefore,
knowledge itself that is wisdom is the sole virtue which embraces
all others.

The Dialectic Method (Socratic Method)

In passing on his ideas to people, he used one method - dialectic
method which has come to be known as the Socratic Method. It
is a method of seeking knowledge by question and answers. It
involves the skillful use of leading questions. It has been used all
over the world as an effective method of teaching.

The Doctrine of Reminiscence (Remembering): Socrates said that
people learn by remembering or recalling what they knew
previously but had been

stored up in the mind.

The function of the teacher, therefore, is to bring out such
knowledge by making the learner to think through questioning.
In others words, students should be encouraged to think for
themselves.

The Relevance of the Thought of Socrates to Nigerian
Education

. Socrates teaching on moral agrees with what is contained
on National Policy on Education 1981 and 2001 editions
on “character and moral training and development of
sound attitude”.

il The dialectic or Socrates method is used in teaching and
learning today in Nigeria and it is also taught in teacher
training. You can observe that you must have come across
this method of teaching some where along the line in your

educational career.
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Iii.  Reasoning which is an important part of education
as you know is extensively used in our school
system today. This is one of the important
discoveries of Socrates.

iv.  We will want you to emulate the disciples of
Socrates who displayed their love for him in
writing that Socrates was humble, disciplined and
upright. These virtues you should also encourage.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4.1

a. What do you understand by dialectic method?
b. Name two methods of teaching which Socrates taught
which are relevant to education in Nigeria today?

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 4.1

a. Your answer may include that it is a method of seeking
knowledge by question and answer. It involves the skillful
use of leading questions to extract knowledge.

b. Your answer may include that they are reasoning and the
dialectic method.

Now that you have studied Socrates, we are going to study one of
his disciples called Plato.

3.3Plato

He lived between 428 to 348 BC. He was a great philosopher who had a
rich background. He attended one of the best schools in Athens. He
was greatly influenced by Socrates his teacher. He loved Socrates so
much that he emulated his life style. Some of you will be greatly
influenced by us and we know you will love us as well.

Plato built a school in Athens called the Academy. He stayed in the
Academy where he taught and worked as a Philosopher. Plato wrote
books. Some of which are the “The Republic” and “The Law”.

Now that we have looked into a brief background of Plato, let us go on
to study his educational contributions.

3.3.1 Educational Contribution of Plato
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a. You will remember that the Sophists were mobile teachers whose
idea Socrates followed. From the historical background you
learnt that Plato built a school called the Academy. This school
included a dormitory, secondary and higher school. It was the
first establishment of an organised school in the world. The
western world emulated him, and today in Nigeria, we are
practicing the same thing.

b. Plato believed in state control of the education system. To Plato,
this will bring proper organisation and supervision of teaching
and learning.  You know that this method is adopted in this
country today. He suggested the appointment of a Director of
Education, who is to be assisted by a committee of experts to
advise him. The Director is to decide what should be taught, how
it should be taught, and supervise the work of the teacher.

3.3.2 The Importance of Plato’s Education Ideas to Nigerian
Education

You have seen that in all the areas of education, Plato has influenced
Nigeria. In the establishment and organisation of primary, secondary
and higher school, Plato has influenced this country. He also influenced
Nigeria in the area of Universal Primary Education. Equal education for
boys and girls and the setting up of technical and vocational education.

Now that you have learnt about Plato’s educational ideas, we shall move
further into the study of another great philosopher called John Locke.

3.4John Locke

John Locke unlike Socrates and Plato was not a Greek man. He was a
European of British origin. He lived from 1632 to 1704. His father was
a lawyer. This British Lawyer encouraged his son to study medicine.
John grew up to become interested in philosophy and education. You
know that this can hardly happen in Nigeria of today. John Locke wrote
many books. In these books, he discussed issues like freedom and
equality, human understanding, right of parents and the mind or mental
faculty. He also wrote extensively on education. This is the area of our
interest now.

3.4.1 John Locke’s Education Ideas
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In his education idea, John Locke was of the view that education should be made to
suit the mode of life which the pupil is expected to live. In his postulation, he had
classes of children in mind, these are, the children of the princes, the noble and
those of the common man. He was interested in the physical, moral and
intellectual development of the child. He saw these faculties as complementary to
the other, thus he asserted that without good physical health, mental achievements
will not be enjoyed and without sound mind, physical health alone will amount to
nothing. This will lead to the production of sound mind in a sound body. You
know that the situation is not always as he advocated, this is because, there are
deformed people who are doing very well intellectually. He recommended a
process that will harden or toughen the child with regard to physical training. He
does not believe that the wrongs of children should be over-looked; he insisted that
children should be corrected in order to create and generate dependable
behaviour in them. On his treatise “Some Thoughts Concerning Education”, he
emphasized that the knowledge taught during younger years are more influential than those
during maturity because they will be the foundations of the human mind. Due to this process
of associations of ideas, he stressed out that punishments are unhealthy and educators
should teach by examples rather than rules.

This theory on education puts him on a clash with another widely accepted philosophy,
backed by another brilliant mind

3.4.2 Method Of Education

John Locke advocated good education for the child. He said that they
should be made to feel free, be at ease, active in class, yet disciplined.
To Locke, the play way method of learning should be used. He was of
the view that practical learning and the use of instructional materials
should be encouraged.

These you know will arrest the attention of the student and they will
understand better. Locke advocated the method of individualised
teaching. This is a system in which the teacher finds out the differences
in the children and adjusts himself to take care of these differences.
Locke condemns the use of corporal punishment. He advocates the use
of praise in the presence of others. He does not recommend the use of
reward, instead, he advises that when a child misbehaves, that the
teacher should reason or discuss with the child in private.

He condemned the idea of public school but recommended private
school because of the risk of spoiling a boy’s good character when the
boy mixes with boys with bad character and because a teacher may not
give individual attention to a pupil. You know that this does not obtain
in Nigerian context. Here public and private schools are established side
by side and yet individual differences are taken care of.
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You have seen John Locke’s method of education. We are now going to
study his idea of curriculum.

3.4.3 John Locke’s Idea Of Curriculum
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John Locke speculated that the child should not be exposed to all the
available experiences but only to the one that are of use to him. He
listed a number of subjects which include English, French, Latin,
Arithmetic, Astronomy, Geometry, Geography and history. He said a
child should choose the ones he considers useful. You know that this is
in agreement with the career guidance where a student is guided to
choose the subjects the student thinks will lead him to what he wants to
study.

John Locke also suggested that accounts and manual trade should also
be added. He is of the view that education should be concluded with an
excursion. It is good you know that excursion is a very vital aspect of
education, like he said, it makes you see the world around you. He
speculated that the children of the poor should not be involved in
academics. Instead, he said they should be apprenticed to some trade.

Immanuel Kant and Idealism
They never lived at the same time, but history always put Locke and Kant on a dust up.

A famed German thinker, Kant (1724-1804) was an advocate of public education and of
learning by doing, a process we call training. As he reasons that these are two vastly
different things.

He postulated “Above all things, obedience is an essential feature in the character of a
child...”. As opposed to Locke, he surmises that children should always obey and learn the
virtue of duty, because children’s inclination to earn or do something is something
unreliable. And transgressions should always be dealt with punishment, thus enforcing
obedience. Also, he theorized that man, naturally, has a radical evil in their nature. And
learning and duty can erase this.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4.2

1. Two books written by Plato are --------------- and -------------------

2. Give the reason why Plato advocated for state control of
education?

3. Mention the three methods of teaching advocated by John Locke?

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 4.2

=

Your answer may have included The Republic and The Law.

2. Your answer may have included that he saw this as a way of
bringing about proper organization and supervision of schools
and instructions.

3. You may have said that they are the play way method, the

individualised method and the use of punishments, reward, praise

and reasoning.
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40 CONCLUSION

Children should be allowed to attend public or private schools
depending on the choice of their parents and they should be exposed to
all available experiences so that they can make choice.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have studied about:

I. Historical background of Socrates.

ii. Socrates educational ideas and his theory of knowledge.
iii.  Educational contributions of Plato.
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iv.  The importance of Plato’s educational ideas to Nigerian
education.

V. John Locke’s educational ideas.

Vi. John Locke’s method of education and his curriculum.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1.Name two methods of teaching which Socrates taught which are
relevant to education in Nigeria?

2.Explain the importance of Plato’s educational ideas to Nigerian

education?
3.Mention the three methods of teaching advocated by John Locke?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

O’Connor, J.D (1975) An introduction to Philosophy of Education;
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Okafor, F. C. (1981) Philosophy of Education and Third World
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, you read about Socrates educational ideas and his theory
of knowledge. You studied educational contributions of Plato and John
Locke educational ideas. In this unit, you are going to study about
Dewey’s concept of education, Dewey’s philosophy of education and an
appraisal of Dewey’s philosophy of education and an appraisal of
Dewey’s ideas.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

Explain Dewey’s Background

Discuss Dewey’s Concept of Education

Describe Dewey’s Concept of Philosophy of Education
Explain Deweism and Education

Discuss a Critical Appraisal of Dewey’s ldeas

3.0 MAINBODY
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3.1  John Dewey’s Background

John Dewey was born in Burlington Vermouth (USA) on the 20" of October, 1859.
He was an American great philosopher, scientist and educator who taught in many
universities. Dewey was one of the proponents of pragmatism who believed that
experimentation is a way of knowing.  His philosophy of pragmatism is
associated instrumentalism, experimentalism or reconstructionalism. In 1894, he
was appointed Professor of philosophy and Chairman of the Department of
Philosophy and Pedagogy at the University of Chicago. He published many books.
On June 1, 1952,. John Dewey about the age of ninety three (93) years died of
pneumonia. Dewey (1859-1952), an American philosopher, psychologist and educational
reformer, was a proponent of Educational Progressivism.

He held that education is a “participation of the individual in the social consciousness of the
race”, and that it has two sides; the psychological, which forms the basis of the child’s
instincts, and the sociological, on which the instinct will be used to form the basis of what
is around him. He postulated that one cannot learn without motivation.

3.2 Dewey and The Concept of Education

You have read through the background of John Dewey, you are now
going to study his educational concept.

You have to note that, John Dewey first looked at education as
fundamental method of social progress and reform and lauded
intelligently guided development that is inherent in ordinary experience.
Therefore, to Dewey (1966) education is “the reconstruction or
reorganisation of experience which adds meaning to experience and
increase the ability to direct the course of subsequent experience”. The
words such as experience, reconstruction, reorganisation, growth,
development, reform, progress, intelligence and others are key concepts
in Dewey’s education. He therefore, sees education as a process of
living. It is life itself and not a process of growth with the purpose of
developing the intellectual capacity of the individual.

3.3 Dewey and the Conception of Philosophy of Education

You have to understand that John Dewey’s exploration on education is
grounded in two important issues, first is the identification of
philosophy with education and second the characteristics of what
qualifies as education. For him philosophy has no practical importance
or meaning except it is associated with education.  Philosophy and
education are closely related. Hence, education is the “laboratory” in
which philosophic distinctions become concrete and are tested.
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Dewey (1960) sees philosophy as the theory of education in its most
general phases. He proceeded to describe philosophy of education thus:

Philosophy of education is not an external
application of ready-made ideas to a system of
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practice having a radically different origin and
purpose. It is only an explicit formation of
right mental and moral habits in respect to the
difficulties of contemporary social life.

Dewey sees philosophy of education as an application of philosophy to
solve the problems of education. On the other hand, philosophical
discussion of education rest on the fundamental question, what are the
characteristic of what qualify as education? It is the place of philosophy
to help education identify the characteristics of worthwhile education,
hence philosophy of education.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5.1

1. What is John Dewey’s concept pf education?
2. Describe Dewey’s view of philosophy of education?

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 5.1

1. Your answer might include that John Dewey looked at education
as fundamental method of social progress and reform. He sees
education as the reconstruction or reorganization of experience
which adds meaning to experience and increase the ability to
direct the course of subsequent experience. John Dewey sees
education as a process of living. To him it is life itself and not a
process of growth with the purpose of developing the intellectual
capacity of the individual.

2. Your answer might include that John Dewey sees philosophy as
the theory of education in its most general phases. To Dewey
Philosophy of education is not an external application of ready-
made ideas to a system of practice having a radically different
origin and purpose. It is only an explicit formation of right
mental and moral habits in respect to the difficulties of
contemporary social life. He sees philosophy of education as an
application of philosophy to solve the problems of education.

3.4 Deweism and Education
You have read through Dewey’s concept of education and his concept of

philosophy of education. You are going to study Dewey’s educational
ideas. These ideas are expressed under the following headings.

3.4.1 Aims of Education
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John Dewey maintains that education is life and the aims of schooling
are:

a. To grow out of existing condition.
b. To be tentative at least in the beginning and maintain flexibility.
C. To always be directed towards a set of activities, an end in view.

3.4.2 Methodology

Dewey believes that an acceptable method should be activity oriented as
to help the child develop initiative, reflective/critical thinking and sense
of problem solving. He develops the following methods:

Scientific or experimental method
Play-way or activity method
Object learning method
Excursion method

Project method and

Inductive method

P00 T

3.4.3 The School

To Dewey, the school is both the germinal and cellular structure of
society; a process by which society grows and reproduces itself. Dewey
(1938) clearly stated:

The school is primarily a social institution. Education being a social
process the school is simply that form of community life in which all
those agencies are concentrated that will be most effective in bringing
the child to share in the inherited resources of the race and to use his
own powers for social ends.

The school organisation should be home extension and play-ground
ideal to the child’s real life situation.

3.4.4 The Teacher

The teacher should be a guidance and a director who carefully selects
and constructs learning experiences of the child. According to John
Dewey, the teacher must:

a. be intelligently aware of the capacities, needs and past experiences.

b. allow the suggestion made to develop a plan and organised into a
whole by the members of the group.

3.4.5 The Child
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The ideal education should be child centred since he is the most
important element in education. In Dewey’s view, the child has four
basic instincts or impulses namely: communication, inquiry,
construction an artistic expression. These can make the child an active
individual in learning activities which education must take cognizance
of.

3.4.6 The Curriculum

The ideal curriculum should consider the interest and ability of the child
so that it will be meaningful to him. The curriculum should always
change and be subjected to constant review to meet the current and
prevailing demands of the times. Education and curriculum should be
child centred considering the needs of the child above all.

3.4.7 Discipline

Dewey believes that externally imposed discipline or a form of
authoritarianism on the child is unhealthy and should be avoided. That
discipline should be self-imposed or internally imposed, which the child
will develop by cooperatively shared activity.

3.4.8 Values

Dewey disagrees with the idea of any static or constant value that
education is value laden pursuit but all values are relative. A subject
matter is only valuable as for as it is educative and useful in problem
solving.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5.2

1. What are Dewey’s aims of education?
2. According to Dewey, what should the curriculum look like?

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 5.2

1. Your answer might include that the aims of education according
to Dewey are as follows:

Education is life

a. to grow out of existing condition.

b. to be tentative at least in the beginning and maintain
flexibility.

c. toalways be directed towards a set of activities
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2. Your answer may include that the curriculum according to
Dewey should consider the interest and ability of the child so that
it will be meaningful to him.  The curriculum should always
change and be subjected to constant review to meet the current
and prevailing demands of the times. Education and curriculum
should be child centred considering the needs of the child above
all.

3.5 A Critical Appraisal of Dewey’s Ideas

You have read through John Dewey’s educational ideas and his
philosophical ideas, you will not be reading through a critical appraisal
of his ideas.

You know that Dewey was more interested in the means or
instrumentality of attaining knowledge than in the evaluation of its
validity. Experiment as the method of knowing was over-emphasized in
the presence of other useful method. While necessity is the mother of
invention, pure intellectual curiosity likewise stimulates the extension of
knowledge.

Dewey’s thesis lacks the evidence of operational thinking. It is a case of
reflection involving deductive inference based on previous knowledge.
To this, Whitehead in Rusk (1969) says that there are two kinds of logic
ignored by Dewey. The logic of discovery consists in weighing the
possibility, in discarding irrelevant details, devising sequences and rules
and testing hypothesis through properly devised experiments.

Really the process of discarding irrelevant details, devising sequences,
rules and hypothesis formulation are relevant for discovery and
experimentation which are not considered by Dewey.

Also apart from the moral concept which is relevant to the individual
and the society, but overlooked by his thesis, the history of science
which Dewey favoured does not really support him because advance in
mathematical science have come about through deduction which he
condemned.

In spite of these facts, Dewey still stands above many of his
contemporaries in educational contribution. To crown it all education is
growth leading to more growth and individual interest, abilities,
experiences and capabilities should be emphasised but group or the
interest of the society should be considered paramount.
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Mortimer J. Adler and the Educational Perrenialism

Adler (1902- 2001) was an American philosopher and educator, and a proponent of
Educational Perennialism. He believed that one should teach the things that one deems to be
of perpetual importance. He proposed that one should teach principles, not facts, since
details of facts change constantly. And since people are humans, one should teach them
about humans also, not about machines, or theories.

He argues that one should validate the reasoning with the primary descriptions of popular
experiments. This provides students with a human side to the scientific discipline, and
demonstrates the reasoning in deed.

William James and Pragmatism

William James (1842-1910), an American psychologist and philosopher, ascribed to the
philosophy of pragmatism. He believed that the value of any truth was utterly dependent
upon its use to the person who held it. He maintained that the world is like a mosaic of
different experiences that can only be interpreted through what he calls as “Radical
empiricism”.This means that no observation is completely objective. As the mind of the
observer and the act of observing will simply just affect the outcome of the observation.

Nel Noddings and the Ethics of Care

A notable American feminist, educationalist, and philosopher, Noddings (1929-Present) is
best known in her work Ethics of Care .The Ethic s of Care establishes the obligation, and
the sense, to do something right when others address us. We do so because either we love
and respect those that address us or we have significant regard for them. In that way, the
recipients of care must respond in a way that authenticates their caring has been
received.The same goes for education. As teachers respond to the needs of students, they
may design a differentiated curriculum because as teachers work closely with students, they
should respond to the students’ different needs and interests. This response should not be
based on a one time virtuous decision but an ongoing interest in the student’s welfare

Jean Piaget and the Genetic Epistemologyhttp://reahguevarra.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07/Jean-Piaget.jpg

Piaget (1896-1980), a Swiss developmental psychologist and philosopher, was recognized
for his epistemological studies with children, and the establishment of Genetic
epistemology. It aims to explain knowledge, on the basis of its history, its sociogenesis, and
particularly, the psychological origins of the notions and operations upon which it is
based.Piaget concluded he could test epistemological questions by studying the
development of thought and action in children. Because of this, he created Genetic
epistemology with its own approaches and questions.

Allan Bloom and The Closing of the American Mind

American philosopher, classicist, and academic Allan David Bloom (1930-1992) is notable
for his criticism of contemporary American higher education in his bestselling 1987 book,
The Closing of the American Mind. He stresses how “higher education has failed democracy
and impoverished the souls of today’s students.” For him, this failure of contemporary
liberal education lead to impotent social and sexual habits of today’s students and that
commercial pursuits had become more highly regarded than love, the philosophic quest for
truth, or the civilized pursuits of honor and glory.
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Rudolf Steiner and the Anthroposophy

Rudolf Joseph Lorenz Steiner (1 861-1925) was an Austrian philosopher and social
reformer, and founder of Anthroposophy. His philosophy highlights a balanced
development of cognitive, artistic, and practical skills.He divides education into three
developmental stages. Early childhood, where teachers offer practical activities and a
healthy environment. Elementary, which is primarily arts-based, centered on the teacher’s
creative jurisdiction. And Secondary, which seeks to develop the judgment, reasoning, and
practical idealism.

4.0 CONCLUSION
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Education is growth leading to more growth; and individual interest,

abilities, experiences and capabilities should be emphasised but the interest

of the society should be considered paramount.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit we have learnt about:

John Dewey’s background
Dewey and the concept of education
Dewey and the concept of philosophy of education
Deweism and education
e. A critical appraisal of Dewey’s ideas.
We have also studied other philosophers like Adler, M. J, William James, Nel
Noddings, Jean Piaget, Allan, Bloom and Rudolf Steiner.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

oo

1. List Dewey’s educational ideas and explain one
2. What is John Dewey’s concept pf education?
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Unit 3 Metaphysical Realism
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UNIT 1 CURRICULUM: THE NATURE OF
EDUCATION IN NIGERIA

CONTENT

1.0  Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Body
3.1  The Concept of Curriculum
3.2 Curriculum Organisation
3.3 The Nature of School Subjects
3.4  Obstructing Balanced Curriculum
3.5  Curriculum Integration
3.6 Curriculum in the Eyes of John Locke
3.6.1 Relevance to Education
3.7 Curriculum in the Eyes of John Dewey
3.7.1 Relevance to Nigerian Education
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you read about John Dewey’s concept of education, his
philosophy of education, and aims of education. You also read about his
curriculum and discipline. In this unit, you shall move another step
further to look at the concept of curriculum, curriculum organisation, the
nature of school subject. This will help you further to understand the
course.

20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this course you shall be able to:

Explain the concept of curriculum
Discuss curriculum organisation
Explain the nature of school subject
Construct a balanced curriculum
Explain curriculum integration
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3.0 MAINBODY
3.1 The Concept of Curriculum

One of the basic questions in education which must be asked by every
school, every classroom teacher in every age and every country is “what
should be taught? What should the student learn? And often it entails
how it should be taught so as to produce the desired effect?

You should know that since the early decades of the twentieth century,
scholars have attempted to define curriculum. Until now, there is no
unified or unanimously accepted definition.

A classical definition of curriculum by Stanley and Shores states that
curriculum is “a sequence of potential experience set up in the school for
the purpose of discipline children and youths in group ways of thinking
and acting. These set of experiences is referred to as the curriculum.

According to Tanner and Tanner, curriculum is the planned and guided
learning experiences and intended learning experiences formed through
the systematic reconstruction of knowledge and experience, under the
auspices of the school for the learner’s continuous and willful growth in
personal social competence.

Understand you that both definitions are attractive in presenting the
elements of experiencing in the concept of the curriculum. In order
words, curriculum is not just a dead body of knowledge. However, the
Stanley Shore’s definition lacks a number of serious elements. For
example, we want you to understand that it fails to include the elements
of knowledge or accumulated wisdom of human kind and the personal
effect on the growth of the learner, choosing to concentrate rather on the
social dimension only. For taking care of these defects, the dimension
given by Tanner and Tanner stands a better choice.

3.2 Curriculum Organisation

The strategy or principle that must necessarily be used in planning the
curriculum, according to Paul Hirst and R. S. Peters, is “The Means-End
Method”. This refers to the use of the best means to achieve desired
objective of the curriculum. The objective may be diverse in character
and complex in their interrelations. In many other planning situations,
no particular means is logically necessary for reaching the stated ends
and the ends and the means can be characterised in complete
independence of each other.  This situation does not hold as far as
planning a curriculum is concerned. The means employed are often
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closely interrelated with the ends so that the end cannot be characterised
without appeal to the means. The means to the curriculum’s objective
consists of a programme of activities specifically selected and organised
to bring about the forms of development that are desired.

3.3  The Nature of School Subjects

Obijectives pursued in modern education are multi-purpose and complex.
You have to understand that any realistic attempt to achieve these
objectives must break the enterprise down into a number of limited tasks
of manageable proportions.  Traditionally, this has been done by
organising the curriculum into school subjects such as Arithmetic,
History, English, Religious Studies and Woodwork. In these subjects,
limited range of objectives, particularly appropriate for the expected
objectives (ends) is planned within each unit.  Regular period of time
are usually allotted to these activities according to the importance
attached to the objectives in each case.

We want you to appreciate that the important point about constructing
curriculum unit, whatever their character may be, subject, topic, project
or some other, is that they are constructed simply for educational
purposes. They have no ultimate value outside the context.

Self-Assessment Exercise 6.1

a. Define curriculum
b. What is the purpose of constructing a curriculum?

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 6.1

a. Your answer may have included that a curriculum is a sequence
of potential experience set up in the school for the purpose of
discipline children and youths in group ways of thinking and
acting. This set of experiences is referred to as curriculum.

OR

Curriculum is the planned and guided learning experiences and
intended learning experiences formed through the systematic
reconstruction of knowledge and experience, under the auspices
of the school for the learner’s continuous and willful growth in
personal social competence.

b. Your answer may have included that whatever the character of
curriculum may be, curriculum is constructed simply for
educational purpose.
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3.4  Constructing Balanced Curriculum

The elements to be taken into account in constructing a balanced
curriculum include:

I. The nature of knowledge which human wisdom has got over the
years.

. The nature of the learner, his ability and developmental stages as
well as interests.

ii The needs and demands of the culture and society - so that the
learner may be armed with the information and formation, skills
and attitudes necessary to fit into such a culture and society.

You have to know that these elements go to make a balanced curriculum
which is one that takes care of all areas of human development such as
physical, intellectual, emotional, social, spiritual, economic, political
and cultural.

3.5  Curriculum Integration

The contemporary problem of knowledge explosion can be taught by the
technique of curriculum integration. By this, the curriculum builder will
take note of the connections between various subject areas and at the
same time be selective in the quantity and quality of information to be
included in the curriculum, making sure that the necessary basic
elements of each area are not neglected. In each case, his eyes are on
the objects necessary to make the student a fully developed individual
and a relevant and functioning member of his society.

3.6 Curriculum in the Eyes of John Locke
3.6.1 Relevance to Education

John Locke laid emphasis on good method of education. According to
him, the child should be made to feel free, be at ease, active in class, yet
remains disciplined. He recommended practical learning and the use of
teaching aids in instruction.

He believes that a child should not try to know everything, but only
those which are of use to him. He listed a number of subjects for study
e.g. English, French, Latin, Arithmetic, Astronomy, Geometry,
Geography, History etc. But a child has to choose those which he
considers useful to him. He asserts that education for the young should
be concluded with an excursion to make him see the world around him.
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For the children of the poor, there is to be no academic learning.
Instead, they should be apprenticed to some trade.

3.6.2 Relevance of Locke’s Curriculum to Nigerian Education

The educational ideas of John Locke have some relevance to the
Nigerian educational system. The main educational aim of Locke which
are, developing the child physically, mentally and intellectually are in
agreement with the objectives of education in Nigeria.

Moreover, almost all the subjects recommended for study by Locke,
with the exception of Latin, are included in the Nigerian curriculum.
Again, Locke’s recommendation for the children of the poor to be
apprentices to some trade is in line with normal practice in Nigeria now.
This is so because the high cost of education makes it impossible for the
poor parents to educate their children to a level which can enable them
to be gainfully employed. So they resort to apprenticeship to one trade
or another for their children.

Locke also supports private ownership of schools. This is a policy
which the National Policy of Education also approves. This can be seen
from large number of private schools springing up in our urban and rural
areas.

Finally, Locke recommends a number of methods - play way methods,
practical learning etc all of which are in use in most Nigerian schools.
The only exception is the individualized method of teaching which has
been difficult to implement in Nigerian situation. The main obstacle to
this is the large number children classes at all levels.

3.7 Curriculum in the Eye of John Dewey

Dewey’s ideas about the curriculum are not different from the other
pragmatists. They advocate that the child’s total experience that is the
society around him, should be the basis of the curriculum. According to
Dewey, the curriculum should consist of the study of the occupations
and associations which provide man’s basic needs. In following this
curriculum the “essentials” - namely food, shelter, clothing, household
furniture etc should come first and the luxuries, second. He also said
that the interest of the children should form the basis of the curriculum
which should not be divided into subjects.

You should know that the curriculum as far as Dewey was concerned, is
not a predetermined programme, that is, it should not be a fixed
programme to be learned or taught one after the other. It is not fixed
and should not be fixed. Rather it should be constantly revised
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according to the changing interests and life of the children. All these
mean that children should be given freedom to engage in self activity
and develop self-initiative. They should not be bored in the classroom
but should often be given freedom in class to engage in any activity of
their choice.  Dewey is opposed to the traditional liberal education
because it is bookish. He is in favour of practical education. Learning
should be mainly through practical experience. Discipline should not
allow freedom of action.

3.7.1 Relevance of Dewey’s Curriculum to Nigerian Education

Dewey’s educational ideas have some positive influence on Nigerian
education. It is of interest for you to know that Dewey’s democratic
approach to learning has made serious impact on Nigerian education.
Children are being given greater freedom of expression and action.
Corporal punishments are not really used, while teachers and school
heads now welcome with greater understanding and sympathy the
students’ complaints or opinion. In short, there is a more democratic
approach to discipline in schools and classrooms as Dewey advocated.

Finally, Dewey advocated for curriculum that will take care of the basic
needs of the society and of the pupils. You should know by now that
these basic needs are primarily, food, shelter, clothing and housing. In
other words priority should be given to scientific, technical, and
vocational education which can take care of these needs. As a response
to this, the former system of education, the 6-3-3-4 system, came into
operation. Nigeria now operates the 9-3-4 System. This new
curriculum is broad enough to enable each child discover and develop
his special ability. You can therefore, see the great influence of
Dewey’s educational ideas on Nigerian education.

Self-Assessment Exercise 6.2

1. What are John Locke’s good methods of education?
2. Name the two basic things recommended by John Dewey to be
included in the curriculum

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 6.2

1. You would have mentioned that the child should be made to feel
free, be at ease, active in class, yet remains disciplined. Others
are practical teaching and the use of teaching aids. A child
should choose the subject which he considers useful to him.
Education should be concluded with excursion to make him see
the world around him.
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4.0

5.0

You would have mentioned that the two basic things
recommended by John Locke are: the essential needs which
include food, shelter, clothing and household furniture should
come first and the luxuries which should come second.

CONCLUSION

The curriculum has solved the age long problem that has
confronted the school, the teacher and the learner. This problem
has always been “what should be taught?” “What should the
student learn?”” The curriculum has provided us what to teach and
what to learn.

SUMMARY

In this unit we have learnt;

i.
ii.
iii.
V.
V.
Vi.
Vil.

viil.

6.0

7.0

Curriculum Organisation

The Nature of School Subjects

Constructing a Balanced Curriculum

Curriculum Integration

Curriculum in the Eye of John Locke

Its Relevance to Nigerian Education

Curriculum in the Eye of John Dewey

Relevance of Dewey's Curriculum to Nigerian Education

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

What are John Locke’s methods of education?
What is the purpose of constructing a curriculum?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last Unit, you studied the concept of curriculum, the definitions of
curriculum, the nature of school subjects, construction of a balanced
curriculum, curriculum integration, John Locke’s idea of curriculum and
John Dewey’s idea of curriculum. In this Unit, we shall move another
step further to look at metaphysics, its meanings or definitions, the
branches of metaphysics and how they understand the meaning of
reality.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Define metaphysics

Say what the idealists postulate

Explain how an idealist acquired knowledge
Enumerate the idealists aim of education

Say what the curriculum of the idealist is all about

Explain how the idealist method of education has influenced
Nigerian Education

3.0 MAINBODY

3.1 The Concept of Metaphysics
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The term ‘metaphysics’ is derived from two Greek words ‘meta’ (after)
or (beyond) and ‘physics’ (physics) literally it means ‘after or beyond
physics’. And it originated with Andronicus, the editor of Aristotle’s
works. After arranging the collection of Aristotle’s works dealing with
physics, he did not know what to call the other works that followed. He
then decided to simply call them ‘after physics’ (metaphysics).

Later metaphysics came to mean the science of being qua being, that is,
the discipline which studies being precisely in its aspect as being again.
It is the discipline which studies the essence of being. It tries to inquire
into the ultimate nature of being itself as against existence and essence.
It tries to find answer to such questions as what is the essence of being?
what is the source of being of all beings? You know that we are now
looking at the study of what cannot be perceived by the five senses.

1. Metaphysics can be defined as follows: As that which does not appear to
the sense, abstract concept, such as essence, existence, goodness etc.
explanation of the nature of being or reality per se. Metaphysics is a traditional
branch of philosophy concerned with explaining the fundamental nature of being and
the world that encompasses it, although the term is not easily defined. Traditionally,
metaphysics attempts to answer two basic questions in the broadest possible terms:
What is ultimately there?

2. What is it like?

A person who studies metaphysics is called a metaphysicist or a metaphysician. The
metaphysician attempts to clarify the fundamental notions by which people understand the
world, e.g., existence, objects and their properties, space and time, cause and effect, and
possibility. A central branch of metaphysics is ontology, the investigation into the basic
categories of being and how they relate to each other. Another central branch of
metaphysics is cosmology, the study of the origin, fundamental structure, nature, and
dynamics of the universe. Some include Epistemology as another central focus of
metaphysics, but this can be questioned.

Prior to the modern history of science, scientific questions were addressed as a part of
metaphysics known as natural philosophy. Originally, the term "science” (Latin scientia)
simply meant "knowledge". The scientific method, however, transformed natural
philosophy into an empirical activity deriving from experiment unlike the rest of
philosophy. By the end of the 18th century, it had begun to be called "science" to
distinguish it from philosophy. Thereafter, metaphysics denoted philosophical enquiry of a
non-empirical character into the nature of existence. Some philosophers of science, such as
the neo-positivists, say that natural science rejects the study of metaphysics, while other
philosophers of science strongly disagree.

3.2  Metaphysics Can Be Divided Into Idealism and Realism

These two areas of metaphysics are interested in reality. What is
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reality? These are the type of questions they ask. Reality to some goes
beyond what we can see, touch or perceive — it could be spirit, mind and
God. What do you think reality is? That is what is real in your thinking.
Other questions they ask are. What is the purpose of the world? Does
this world have a destiny?

With regard to human life they ask, has human life any purpose? Or are
we subjected to birth, growth, maturity, death and decay? Are we going
to any where from here? What are your own opinions about these
guestions?

These are questions which these two areas of metaphysics try to answer.
Now let us look at what idealism has to say.

3.2.1 ldealism

Plato was an exponent of idealism. Plato postulated the existence of the
world of ideas which is a perfect world. To him, this material world is
not stable, uncertain and changeable. But he said that ideas are
unchangeable and lasting. He said that men should concern themselves
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with searching for truth. He defined ‘truth’ as ‘perfect and eternal’ and
said that it could not be found in this material world because material
things are imperfect and ever changing. What is your opinion about
what Plato propounded? The Idealists said that mind is superior to
matter in the sense that mind is material and therefore superior to
material substances. They believed that the universe is the product of
intelligence and will. They said that the order or harmony which we
witness in our world is originated by a spiritual and eternal reality. The
idealists do not deny the existence of the physical world. But what they
are saying is that the material things of the world like houses, trees, or
animals are not the ultimate reality because they are constantly
changing. You can see their postulations. What is your opinion? Do
you think that there is perfect world which is different from this world?

3.3 Idealism and Knowledge

Idealists reject empirical knowledge, that is, they say that knowledge
cannot be gained through the senses of touch, hearing, seeing or feeling.
Real knowledge to them consists in the reflection on the thoughts and
purposes of the eternal and spiritual realities as expressed or embodied
in the world of matter. To them valid knowledge is that which comes
through reasoning. This is because they see reasoning as the aspect of
the mind which can help us to know the forms of things. Another way
of deriving knowledge according to them is through the sayings of wise
men throughout the ages. This is because these sayings are the products
of reasoning.

Idealists recognize a third way of gaining knowledge. This is through
revelation by religious or prophetic leaders because such knowledge
comes from God. You have seen their views about knowledge, do you
accept it totally? Do you think that there are other sources of
knowledge? If so, what are they?

Now that you have studied their sources of knowledge you will be
reading about what they think values are.

3.4 ldealism and Values

Idealism believes that, values like goodness, truth, beauty, or honesty
are fixed. This means that they are permanent and unchangeable. They
do not depend on individuals, places, time or circumstances. They are
not man made but are natural, universal and constant. Plato said that the
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good life is possible only within a good society. In order to make this
good life possible in any society, every one must act in a manner that he
would want all other people to act. Do you think that these values are
actually fixed? Are they independent of people, places and time? Why
do you think so? We are now going to look at their aims of education.

3.5 Idealist Aims of Education

Idealists maintain that education should emphasize the following
objectives:

3.5.1 Intellectual Development

Plato saw this world as shadow of the real world. He believed that truth
cannot be found on this world. He said that truth or “perfect ideas” can
be found only in “philosophical wisdom™ which can only be attained
through intellectual development. For this, he recommended the study
of subjects that can develop the mind or intellect.

3.5.2 Self-Realisation

Idealists believe that education develop the “self”.  In order words,
education should lead to self-realisation. This is the concept of
discovering who you are, what you can really do, your limitations and
how you can fit into the society to which you belong.

3.5.3 Character Development

To them the major aim of education is good character development.
They emphasized development of good morals, sense of duty, loyalty
and patriotism. In order to attain this, they argue that the school has to
provide the pupil with worthy models, “from which they can mould their
own characters.” Here the role of the teacher as a model from which the
children can copy and develop their own character is emphasized. You
can see that here, the teacher is seen as a model. Does it always apply in
our own situation? In your opinion do teachers always serve as models?

3.5.4 The Development of Society

It is their opinion that education should train every individual to use his
ability for the benefit of the society.

Self-Assessment Exercise 7.1
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1. Give two definitions of metaphysics
2. What are Plato’s postulations about reality?

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 7.1

1. Your answer may have included that metaphysics is the science
of being qua being, that is, the discipline which studies being
precisely in its aspect as being. It is the discipline which studies
the essence of being.

2. Plato postulated that this world is a shadow of the world of ideas.
He said that reality exist in the world of ideas which is the true
world. He said that men should concern themselves with the
search for truth. He defined truth as perfect and eternal. He saw
what exists in this world as shadows of the real things that exist
in the world of ideas.

Now that we have studied the aims of education of the idealists,
we shall be studying the curriculum of the idealists and their
method of education.

3.6 Idealist Curriculum

You will agree that the idealist believe that the most important part of
man’s existence is the mind. They believed that this should be
nourished and developed. The development of the mind comes through
encouraging the child to think about various ideas such as truth, fair play
and brotherhood.  Idealists do not support teaching pupils’ specific
technical skills but rather encourages broad understanding or general
education. So they emphasise classical studies. But they are not
opposed to science. So they recommend subjects like mathematics,
literature, arts, history, philosophy, grammar, religion and others. You
see that the idealists do everything to the development of what they
consider to be real that is the mind etc. Let us look at their method of
education now that we have studied their curriculum.

3.7 ldealist Methods of Education

You know that idealists favour studies that provide deep knowledge.
They also favour methods that can tap deep seated knowledge. This is
why Plato maintains that the best method of learning is the dialectic
method, method of questioning and discussion sessions which make the
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student think critically. The teacher should help the student to see
alternative answers to questions to which they might have otherwise
missed. Idealists also support the lecture method as a means of
encouraging thinking or reflection over the points or facts raised. They
do not believe in the passing on of information. The main purpose
should be to help students understand the truth.  They also
recommended the project method which provides pupils with self
activity that would lead to constructive and creative work.

3.8  How ldealist Influenced Nigerian Education

You can see that the idealists philosophy influence Nigerian education
greatly. This is due to our colonial experience. Before Nigeria gained
independence, our educational system which was based on the British
system leaned heavily towards the study of classics and the art subjects.
Idealists aimed at given people a broad or general education rather than
specialised knowledge. This agrees wth the idealist curriculum.

3.8.1 Although the situation is gradually changing, the influence of
idealism in giving broad education is still present in Nigeria.

3.8.2 It is interesting to find out too that practically all the aims of
education recommended by the self realisation, character
development and development of society are part of the aims and
objective of education in Nigeria.

3.8.3 It is also true, also practically true that all subjects recommended
by the idealists are taught in one level of education or another in
Nigeria. ldealist insists on moral values are essential to the
establishment of good life. You know that the Nigerian
educational policy also emphasizes the inculcation of moral and
spiritual values in inter-personal and human relations. The
idealist method without exception is also in current use at various
levels of education in Nigeria.  One favourite method is the
questioning method also called Socratic Method.

Finally, the idea of a teacher serving as an ideal model for the pupils
was strongly stressed by the idealists. The ethics of teaching profession
in Nigeria demand this and the idea is encouraged at all levels of
Nigeria’s education.

Self-Assessment Exercise 7.2

a. Mention the subjects emphasized by the idealists?
b. Name two types of education method postulated by the idealists?

Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise 7.2
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a. Your answer would have included mathematics, philosophy,
history, art, literature, grammar and religion.

b. Your answer would have included the :
I. Dialectic method which is the method of questioning and
discussing which makes the student think critically.
ii. The other one is the lecture method in which the student is
encouraged to think or reflect over the point raised.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The idealists assert that the mind is superior to matter in the sense that
the mind is spiritual.

50 SUMMARY
In this unit we have learnt:

1. The concept of metaphysics

2 The divisions of metaphysics
3. Idealism and value

4 Idealists aims of education
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