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INTRODUCTION

The Course God and Revelation, is about the perfoiod and
man’s knowledge of God. The need to know God arigem the
fact that he is our Creator, the Object of our Wgrsand the one
who controls and rules this world. The knowledge Ghbd is
important for our worship and how we live our liveéghe course is
part of what is called “Theology Proper.” It is aiboGod’'s
Essence, Being, and his relationship with the @yeat

The aim of this course is to help you gain morevikedge of the
Person of God and his Revelation. This course ledt you to see the
necessity and importance of God’s revelation to &witg. Revelation
is God’s self-disclosure to humanity. God is “otltean us,” i.e. he is
far removed from humanity and different from usmany ways but
he has chosen to enter into a relationship with dnity. It is
because of the relationship that he has revealedsdii to us.
Fundamentally, God has revealed himself througregdgrand special
revelation but humanity also knows him through disibutes, names,
and images which describe different aspects of &ditB. A careful
study of God and Revelation will help you evaluateg worship and
the way we conduct our lives before him. This ceussll be based on
biblical materials and emphasize the importancdiloifcal context and
content. This is to help you avoid speculative ags and evaluate
claims to prophecies, miracles, dreams, and vidiongy.

WHAT YOU WILL BE LEARNING IN THIS COURSE

The general purpose of this course is to lead youintdepth

study of God's and Revelation. It is important toten that the
materials of this course go beyond the introdulstdievel. In this

course you will be learning about the person of Gditferent views

that people have about God, and the different wagd has chosen to
reveal himself to humanity. We will look at differte concepts such
as attributes, natural theology, experiential tbgg] principle of

accommodation, names and images of God.

COURSE AIMS

Overall, this course is to enable you understaedRérson of God and
his Revelation. Specially, the aims of this cowdéebe achieved by:

1. Introducing you to the Meaning and Nature ofiGo

2. Leading you to examine the relationship betw&ed and Man
and the basis of this relationship as well as satatus before
God.
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3. Exposing you to general and special revelataond their
modes in order to see how God has dealt with huynan the
past and continues in the present.

4. Leading you to see the differences between Geaed Special
revelation as well as their deficiencies and ingooce.

5. Enabling you to see the root of human problerd aegative
attitudes towards God.

6. Helping you to grasp the importance of natyshenomena

to our knowledge of God.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

To achieve the aims stated above, the course gstsoverall
objectives which are always stated at the beginoingach unit. You
are strongly advised to always read these objextoagefully. These
objectives will help you evaluate your progress. évhyou have
successfully completed this course you should e tab

Define God and explain the implication of thame.

Identify the different sources of man’s kiesge of God.

Explain the nature and meaning of God’s Retian.

Identify the two most important aspects ofdG Revelation.

Account for the relationship between Generall éSpecial

Revelations.

Discuss the modes of General and Specialaton.

Explain why attributes are considered paGod’s revelation.

Discuss the Names of God.

Account for the necessity and importance hef Doctrine of

Inspiration.

10. Identify the differences between Natural tbgy and General
revelation,

11. Discuss progressive revelation and be ablgiie some of its
examples.

12. Explain images of God, their importance, ahdir different

aspects.

arwNPE
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WORKING THROUGH THIS COURSE

For you to complete this course, you are expectededd the units
thoroughly, read recommended textbooks and othe¢erraés provided
by the National Open University of Nigeria. Eachdagvery unit has
self-assessment exercises and you may be requimedsubmit
assignments for assessment purposes. It is asstimaedhis course
should take you about 15 weeks to work through.ofder to help
you achieve this, you will find listed all the cooments of the
course, what you have to do and how you shouldgado allocate

Vv
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your time to each unit in order to enable you cat®lthe course on
time and successfully.

COURSE MATERIALS
The key components of the course are:

Course Guide

Study Units
References
Assignment file
Presentation schedule

ahwhE

STUDY UNITS
The study units in this course are as follow:

Module 1  The Knowledge and Revelation of God

Unit 1 The Person of God

Unit 2 The Existence of God

Unit 3 The Denial of the Existence of God
Unit 4 Introduction to God’s Revelation
Unit 5 General Revelation

Module 2  General Revelation and the Analysis of Spal

Revelation

Unit 1 The Effects of General Revelation, and thealfsis of
Natural and Experiential theology

Unit 2 Special Revelation

Unit 3 The Doctrine of Inspiration

Unit 4 Theories of Inspiration

Unit 5 Methods of God’s Revelation

Module 3 Other Means of Revelation: Attributes, Nanes, and

Images
Unit 1 Classification of the Attributes of God
Unit 2 Attributes Belonging to the Essence andstexice of God
Unit 3 Attributes Relating to God’s Life
Unit 4 God’s Revelation in his Names of God
Unit 5 God’s Revelation through Images

Each unit contains a list of references and furtteadings. Do your
best to get as many as possible of those textbao@smaterials listed.
Vi
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The textbooks and materials are meant to give geadept knowledge in
the course.

ASSIGNMENT FILE

In the assignment file, you will find all the ddsaof the work you are
required to submit to your tutor for marking. Thade you obtain from
these assignments will count towards the final grgdu obtain from
the course. Read more information on assignmenthanassignment
section of this course guide.

PRESENTATION SCHEDULE

Your course materials contain the presentation ddadeewhich gives

you the key dates for the completion of your tut@rked assignments
and attending tutorials. Do not forget to submiityalur assignments by
the due date. However, alternate dates and timresutamission of the
assignments in situation of emergency will be gieea at the tutor’s
description. You should avoid falling behind in yavork.

ASSESSMENT

There are three aspects to the assessment of thieecdn the first
place, there are self-assessment exercises. ketwnd place, there are
tutor-marked assignment and in the third place, attem final
examination.

You are expected to be sincere and honest in atilggriine exercises. It
Is expected that you apply information, knowledgel akill that have
been gained during the course. All assignments ressubmitted to
your tutor for formal assessment in accordance with deadlines
stated in the presentation schedule and assigrifitent

The assignment submitted to your tutor counts @3The final

examination at the end of the course counts for.To%l.100%

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

There are three tutor-marked assignments in thiarseo Each
assignment will count for 10% towards your totalus® work.
Assignment questions for this course are contaimethe assignment
file. You will be able to complete your assignmeritem the
information and materials contained in your studyitsy reading and
reference books. You are to read and do furthexareb on your own.
When you complete each assignment, send it togetitiera TMA form
to your tutor on assignment file.

vii
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FINAL EXAMINATION

The final examination for this course will be ofhdurs 15 minutes
duration and will be marked over 70% of your tatalirse grade. The
examination will comprise of questions which refléte type of self-

assessment, practice exercise, and tutor-markedgnassnts you

have previously solved. Every area of this courdebe assessed. You
are advised to do thorough reading of the courstenmah and even
revise your tutor-marked assignments and self-assa® exercises to
be fully prepared for the final examination. Theali examination will

cover all aspects of the course.

COURSE MARKING SCHEME

The course marking scheme is broken down in thie taddow:

Assignmert Marks
Assignment 1-15 Three assignments,
109% each =204
Final Examination 70% of overall course grade
Total 100% of course marks

COURSE OVERVIEW

Below is the table which brings together the urthlie, number of weeks
you should take to complete them and the assigrantiat follow.

Unit | Tittle of Work Week'’s Assessment(end
Activity of unit)

Course Guide

Module 1: The Knowledge and Revelation of God

1 The Person of G¢ 1 Assignment

2 The Existenci of Goc 2 Assignment

3 The Denial of the Existence3 Assignment3
of Goc

4 Introduction to God’s 4 Assignment4
Revelatiol

5 General Revelatic 5 Assignment

Module 2: General Revelation and the Analysis of Szial
Revelation

1 The Effects of General 6 Assignment 6
Revelation, and the
Analysis of Natural an

viii
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Experimental Theolocg

2 Special Revelatic 7 Assignmer 7

3 The Doctrine of Inspiratic | 8 Assignmer 8

4 Theories of Inspiratic 9 Assignmer 9

5 Methods of God’s 10 Assignment10
Revelatiol

Module 3: Other Means of Revelation: Attributes, Nanes and

Images

1 Classification of the 11 Assignmentll
Attributes of Goc

2 Attributes Belonging to the| 12 Assignment12
Essence and Existence of
Goc

3 Attributes relating to God’s| 13 Assignment13
Life

4 God’s Revelation in his 14 Assignment14
Names of Go

5 God'’s Revelation through | 15 Assignment15
Image:
Revisior 16
Revisior 17
Examinatiol 18

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THIS COURSE

One good thing about Distance Learning Programmehas “the
Study units” replace the lecturer of the coursee Bdvantage of this
programme is that course materials are designedah a way that you
work through the course at you pace, time and pllaaeis convenient
for you. The study materials are made such thatrgad the lecture
instead of listening to the lecturer. As a lectugimes you an exercise to
be done in-class, your study units provides exesci®r you to do at
appropriate points.

There is a common format for each study unit. Is tormat, the first
item is an introduction to the subject matter ofe tlunit to be
treated and how each unit integrates with othetsuamnd the course
as a whole. Next item is the objectives that made know what you
should be able to do as you complete studying tiie Tihese objectives
are set to enable you use them to guide your s#ysl\such, when you
finish studying a particular unit, go back to chedkyou have
achieved the objective. If you make a habit of dothis, you will
increase your chances of passing the course well.
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The unit content material is embedded in the madybof the unit.
Self- assessment exercises are spread througheuartits. Working
through these assessments will help you achievellectives for the
unit and prepares you for the assignments and evedioin.

The following is a practical strategy for workingrough the course. If
you run into any trouble, telephone your tutor. Rerber that your
tutor’s work is to help you.

1. Read this course guide very well.

2. Organise your study schedule. Stick to the tyme are expected
to spend on each unit.

3. After making your study schedule, abide bfaithfully. Do not
get behind in your course work because of youufaito adhere
to your study schedule. Let your tutor know if yeacounter

difficulties.

4. Turn to unit 1 and read the introduction anel ébjectives for the
unit.

5. Assemble the study materials e.g. textbooksaamgained in

the reference section and the course materials.
6. Work through the unit. As you work through tineit you will
know what other sources to consult for further infation.

7. Keep in touch with your study centre. Up-toedatformation
about your course will be available.

8. Do your assignments as required. They are ljp yeu achieve
the set objectives of the course.

9. Review the objectives of every unit to ensunat tthey are

properly met. If there is any doubt, consult yauiot.

10.  Start work on the next unit when you are sima you have
met the objectives of the previous unit. Continoethat order
until you have worked through the course.

11.  When you submit your assignment to your tudornot wait for
its return before starting on the next unit. Whismassignment is
eventually returned pay particular attention to rydutor’s
comments both on the tutor-marked assignment farchaso
the written comments on the ordinary assignment.

12.  When you finish studying in the last unit, ieav the course and
prepare yourself for the final examination. Agaygu are to
cross check to make sure that the unit’'s objectivesachieved.

FACILITATORS/TUTORS AND TUTORIALS

In this 2 credit hour course, there are 28 hourtutirials (fourteen 2
hour sessions). You will be told of the dates, 8raad location of these
tutorials together with the name and phone numbgoor tutor as soon
as you are allocated a tutorial group. Each assghmwill be
X
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marked by your tutor. Pay close attention to themoents your tutor
might make on your assignment as these may helpnygour progress.
Ensure that your assignment gets to your tutor ofefore the due
date. Your tutorials are very important therefdrg,and attend all of
them. It is an opportunity to meet your tutor aret gelp in form of
discussion over areas of difficulty encounteretha course of reading.

SUMMARY

This course introduces you to God and his revelatm humanity. It

leads you to understand the person, nature, essamtdeing as well as
the activities of God in the created world. The rseuhelps you to see
God'’s involvement in the history of nations andeBwf human beings.
The nature and activities of God can be seen irditfierent aspects of
God’s revelation to humanity. God has chosen teakkimself in order

to have a relationship with humanity. The presémbat in this course
are to help you evaluate the worship and condu¢h®fcontemporary
Church.

Xi
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MODULE 1 THE KNOWLEDGE AND REVELATION
OF GOD

INTRODUCTION

In this module you will be introduced to the PerswinGod and the
meaning of God’s Revelation. The module will amatiger things help
you to understand why people everywhere are relgyend the different
ways by which people obtain the knowledge of Gadcé& there are
some people who deny the existence of God and wsatand his
personality and being, this module will presentuangnts for God's
existence and the various ways of denying him. Message of this
module is that God is truly known when he is wagopled and
honoured.

The main textbooks for this module inclu@gstematic Theology by

Louis Berkhof andChristian Theology by Millard Erickson. These
books can be found at any theological library igétia. You can
purchase them from African Christian Textbooks (AJTat the
Theological College of Northern Nigeria BukurasJ

Unit 1 The Person of God

Unit 2 The Existence of God

Unit 3 The Denial of the Existence of God
Unit 4 Introduction to God’s Revelation
Unit 5 General Revelation

UNIT 1 THE PERSON AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Person of God
3.2 Man’s Knowledge of God
3.2.1 Man’s Traditional Knowledge of God
3.2.2 Man’s Perceived Knowledge of God
3.2.3 Man’s Innate Knowledge of God
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit you will be exposed to the meaning aodnotation of the
word, God. You will find out that both in the Oldné& New
Testament God is to be worshipped and invoked bwyamu beings.
This unit we lead you to understand the Bible ukesword “know”

differently. Knowing God means having a relatiopshivith him.

This is expressed both in the Old and New Testasndititis unit also
deals with the natural sources of man’'s knowledfjésod and gives
biblical support for all these views.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you are expected to:

o explain what the Hebrew and Greek word about Gockale

about him
o state what the Bible means by knowing/knowing God
o identify the various sources of man’s knowledgé&ofi
o man’s attitudes towards God'’s revealed knowledge.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Person of God

The word God in Hebrew is from the root word megnfito call.” It

denotes the object of worship as one whom menugadh, worship or
invoke. It has the connotation of a personal objettreligious
perception and one with power. The New Testamentdvearries the
meaning that, that object is Spirit. When we puesth thoughts
together, the word God as found in the Bible fundatally is about the
Almighty Spirit who is worshipped and whose namel aid are
invoked by human beings.

Everywhere people are religious, and in many pafrtee world people
recognize a High God. Sometimes non-Christian idefashe High

God are so different that they cannot be identifigith the God of
Scripture. But at other times the local idea of ithgh God is so close
to the biblical picture of God that missionariesrénasimply used the
local name for this God in their preaching.

It should not surprise us t h at people have suciiea of God, because
all nations are descended from Adam and Eve, tonwli&od first
revealed himself (Acts 17:26).
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Moreover, as we have learned, all people can obseod’s General
Revelation in his works of creation and provide(fRem.1:19-21; Acts
14:17).But knowing about God is not the same astwha Bible
calls “knowing God.” Her&nowing God points to a relationship. In the
Old Testament the worcknow is used for intimate personal
fellowship, for example between a man and his W@en. 4:1, 17,
25, etc.). It is also used for a relationship witkod (e.g. Jer.
31:34;2:8; 4:22). Such a relationship can only ewiteere God reveals
his word. Thus we read of the boy Samuel, “Now Salntlid not yet
know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to
him” (1 Sam. 3:7).

God’s special revelation is the only source foraaourate knowledge
of him, and then only when this revelation results a personal
relationship with God. In the New Testament we fith@ same truth
brought out in the story where Philip asks Jesushow them the
Father. Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Phaygn after | have
been among you such a long time? Anyone who has eehas seen
the Father. Believe me when | say that | am in Fa¢her and the
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evideot the miracles
themselves” (Jn. 14:9-11). Here Jesus firmly id&#i“knowing” him,
and “knowing” the Father, with believing in him. ithout faith, in
response to God’s special revelation, there candoeeal “knowledge”
of God (cf. Jn. 10:14; Gal. 4:9; Heb. 8:11).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What is the name of the god that your peoplasiipped
before the advent of Christianity?

2. Were there any similarities between that god @re God
that is found in the Bible?

3. From the above paragraph, what is it that letdghe real
knowledge of God?

3.2 Man’s Knowledge of God

Man’s knowledge of God has several sources. Thesecas are as
follows:

3.2.1 Man’s Traditional or Historical Knowledge of God

Man’s knowledge of God can be traced to the FirsgnMAdam.
Ever since God created man in his own image (Ge&6)1lman has
known about God his Creator. However, we can dediare the Bible
that sin distorted man’s knowledge of God. Thenlivrelationship that
Adam enjoyed with God was lost when Adam sinnethroughout
3
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the generations that follow his Creator. Rosa, teaches that men
by their wickedness have suppressed the truth alGad (V.18).
They refuse to honor and worship God (V. 21). ladtethey
worshipped images of men and animals (V. 23). Thdigg not
worship the Creator but they worshipped creatuhes he has created
(V.25)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. According to this passage, what has Sin dofeitsan beings?
2. Summarise what man had done as a result @ithef Adam.

3.2.2 Man’s Perceived Knowledge of God.

The first chapter of Romans also teaches that weknaw about God
through what we can see in the things he has deaferses 19
and 20 readBor what can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world
his invisible nature, namely, his eternal Power and Deity, had been
made known. These verses do not mean to say that man can\clearl
see what God is like by just looking at the thimgshas created. We
must remember that nature itself is affected by @&hen. 3:17,18;
Roms.8:19-22). Furthermore, man’s perception itsetfoloured by sin,
consequently he cannot see God clearly in natulessinhe looks
through the spectacles of faith.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. How can we see God in the created things?

2. Read Roms.8:19-22 and summarize what Paul Sayshas
affected the creation and what will happen to treaion when
man is redeemed?

3.2.3 Man’s Innate Knowledge of God

Some theologians believe that man also has anenkadwledge of
God. By this we mean that man is born with the Kedge of God
inside him, or that he has an instinctive knowledf&od. It is difficult

to find a biblical support for this. What the Bibtdearly teaches is
that man has an innate knowledge of the law of Gtanans 2:15
says, “what the law requires is written on theiatt®” The Bible does
not mention a similar innate knowledge of the Lawe®, God himself.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What is the problem with the innate knowledge otiGo
4
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4.0 CONCLUSION

The Word God denotes an object to be honoured amdhipped. The
Bible depicts God as an Almighty Spirit from whomnhan beings look
for aid. Historical survey has shown that all peogiave some
knowledge of God. While others have correct knogéedof God

others have distorted knowledge of him. Man’s gahénowledge or

awareness of God is rooted in the fact all mendaszendants of the
Adam, the created things and because we are crbgté€mbd himself

we have some innate knowledge of him.

5.0 SUMMARY

This was an introductory unit which attempted tovegiyou the
meaning of the word God in Hebrew and Greek, aadrtiplication of
the name. This unit established that all men ezated by God and are
descendants of one man therefore all men are deldtee three main
sources of man’s knowledge of God discussed inuhisinclude the
traditional or historical; man’s perceived knowled@nd man’s innate
knowledge of God.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Explain the meaning of the word God and statemplications.
2. Discuss the three Sources of the man’s knowleddgsod.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Bavick, Herman (2004)Reformed Dogmatics:. God and Creation,
Vol2,translated by John Vreiend. Grand Rapids: Ba&leademic
Berkhof, | (1981)Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans
Publishing Company. Boice, Montgomery James (1978)
Foundations of the Christian Faith. Vol.1. Downers Grove:
InterVarsity Press. Erickson, Millard (2006jristian Theology.
Grand Rapids: BakerAcademic.
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UNIT 2 THE EXISTENCE OF GOD CONTENT
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  The Existence of God
3.2 Proofs for God’'s Existenceogical Argument gtal
Argument gical Argumentl Argument from Universal
Consentlusion
50 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit we established the fact that exgoup of people has a
religion and an idea of a high God whether theyshigr him or not.

Man’s knowledge of God comes from the fact mankmdreated by

God himself and descends from the first man, cofmes what he sees
from created things, and also through an innatewledge. Having

established that, it is important to also estabiigh existence of God.
We can only talk about the knowledge of God becdesexists. The
Bible which the main and most accurate source efkhowledge of

God does not take time to argue about the existehGod. It assumes
the existence and teaches that it should be actdptdaith. Despite

this, some theologians and philosophers have tékerpain to device
rational arguments for God’s existence. This uaikes you through
some of these arguments noting their importance dafttiencies.

Though these arguments are helpful they do noteptiog existence of a
personal loving God.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o state the position of the Bible on the issue of ‘&edistence

o state the nature of the faith that Christians exhib

o To identify the weaknesses and strengths of thefpsb God’s
existence

o state the various arguments for God’s existencetlaeid various
versions. v. To identify the theologians who propded these
arguments.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Existence of God

The existence of God is the most important questdnhuman
existence. It affects the whole tenor of human, liiéhether man is
regarded as the Supreme Being in the universe atheh it is
believed that man has superior being that he nmw& &nd obey, or
perhaps deify.

In reality one cannot speak of the knowledge orelaion of God
unless the existence of God is established. Ins@an Theology, the
greatest presumption is that God exists. This apsomis reasonable.
This does not mean that we can logically demorestifa existence of
God. We accept the existence of God by faith b that is based on
reliable information, faith that is not blind, faitbased on evidence
found primarily in the Bible as well as in natuiieshould be noted that
the proof from the Bible is not explicit or logicat is assumed. The
biblical verse that comes close to prove the emcd#eof God is
Heb.11:6 It is impossible to please God without faith, since anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and rewards those who
seek him! The opening verses of the Bible attests that Gedted the
world and the entire Bible teaches that as thetare&od upholds all
things, rules over the destinies of individuals awadions and works
all things according to his will. This can be sedearly in the history
of Israel and the life and work of his Son JesussthThe Bible is the
Revelation of God’s words in actions.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. In the above paragraph, there is a phrasehwieads “faith
based on evidence found primarily in the Bible aalvas in
nature”(Cf. Rom 1). What is the evidence that snsi nature?

2. Give biblical examples which show that God uphaldsons and
individuals.

3.2 The Proofs of God’s Existence

The rational arguments are to support the promositthat the
existence of God is capable of logical demonstnatiorhe fact is
that we accept the existence of God by faith bus ifaith based on
reliable information. These arguments are part lodtws called natural
theology. Natural theology that stands on its owd & self-sufficient
does not take us far. Even before these argumewetsdigcussed it
must be understood that they have fundamentalideties. They do
not tell us about a righteous and holy God. Thissdaot mean they
7
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are worthless. Rational arguments are a testiméwaytaGod and can
augment and strengthen our faith even though theyat grounds of
faith and cannot induce faith. These argumentsadagthful observance
of God'’s created order.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Summarize the importance of rational proofs ingheve paragraph.
3.2.1 Ontological Argument

This argument is expounded by Anselm, Descartes Sadhuel
Clarke.

This argument comes in many forms, however, alheim are dealing
with the attempt to prove the existence of God frdmught. The
idea is that whenever we think about God, we nec#gghink of his
existence. Here we are dealing with our conscicgsnand we either
trust it or despise it. Here we are going to listlyothe three most
popular forms. 1) The first one tries to prove thastence of God
from the general ideas and norms present in theahumind. 2) The
second form deduces the existence of God from theegsity of
thinking of the highest absolute idea. It conclutlest, that idea is God.
3) The third has to do with the innateness of temiof God as a fact
that can in no way be explained except by the emc# of the God
who implanted this idea in the human mind. Let tagesthe argument
by Anselm in full. It goes:

o Man has the idea of absolutely Perfect Being, naGed
o Something can only be absolutely perfect whenigtex
o Therefore the Absolute Perfect Being, named Goitls.ex

This argument only proves that the concept of Gast® not that God
himself exists. This argument is used by Existéistawho think about
God as a concept and not a living being.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What do we mean by norms?
2. What do we mean when we say God is absolutsleqt?

3.2.2 Cosmological Argument

The argument was propounded by John of Damascuseldnand
Thomas Aquinas. It is also known as Causal argun@gmos means

8
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the world or the universe. The argument is basetherexistence of a
cause. They argue that all things individually havecause, so the
world as a whole musGodhave a cause. They conclude that this
primary great and the last cause is The argumest:ge---Everything
has a cause-----When we trace back all causes me ¢o one ultimate
and absolute cause also called a first cause-is-@hsolute or first
cause, is God. The deficiency of this argumenhé it tells us nothing
about the character of this cosmic cause. It oallg us that there is a
self-existent, first and absolute world-cause. tiditon, it cannot be
proven that there is only one first cause for lahgs. The first may
also be an impersonal thing, and does not proveeitience of a
personal God.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Mention anything you know that has a cause.
2. What are the importance and deficiencies af dhgument?

3.2.3 Teleological Argument

The Greek wordelos has the connotation of a definite purpose or a
particular goal or end. Teleological argument peasefrom the order,
beauty, harmony and purpose observable in the wdithds order is
observed in the entire world and particular cresguvoth animate and
inanimate such as the sun, stars, moon, humamgs@ad animals. The
Bible also teaches that there is purpose for tleatmn and created
things. Verses that testify to this include ProvBlor. 3:21-23;
Rom.8:28. The Teleological argument is stated:-Wien look at the
world we see order, harmony and purpose in thegshihat exist
-This order and harmony implies that it is desigigdan Intelligent
Being-This Intelligent Being is God. The problem tbis view is that
it does not tell us whether there is one singlelilgent being or
there are many working in harmony and for the psebaness of
history.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. According to this paragraph what is the godife?

2. What do we mean when we talk of the beauty laadnony
of the world?

3. Read Prov.8; 1Cor.3:21-23; Rom. 8:28, and rubevn the
purpose of creation.
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3.2.4 Moral Argument

This argument is based on the ethical phenomerseprén the human
world. The exponents of this argument argue tharethare moral
phenomena occurring in the life of human beingshsag conscience,
moral responsibility, repentance, reward and pumesft, virtue and
happiness, the fear of death and judgment, thenpiiuof good over
evil, etc. All these infer that there is a moralngewho created and
maintains that moral order. In deed moral phenonaeaa powerful
witness even to unbelievers. Some thinkers progo#iiis argument
emphasize conscience whose voice is heard in everywdile others
emphasize the moral law known by every human baimgy conclude
that there is a Supreme and Sovereign Law-giver.

The version by Philosopher Emmanuel Kant reads:

o People everywhere recognise Moral laws
o when there are laws there must be a Law-giver.
o This Law-giver is God.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Mention a few basic moral responsibilities thal know.
How does reward and punishment help in refogrbi@havior?
What do we mean by Moral Order?

Who is the Law-giver in the Old Testament?

PoONPE

3.2.5 Argument from Universal Consent

This argument is also known as Historical or Etbgalal argument.
It is based on the fact that all humans are raligio It was
proposed by Cicero and reinforced by the study edigion. Every
historical study of religion has shown that theme ano peoples
without religion and hence religion is the commarsgession of all
humans. Those who have done research into the stdidyeligion
have concluded that every group of people have lgiae no
matter how far back you go into the ancient timdewever, the
guestion historical research has not answeredei©tigin of Religion.
The psychological study of religion has also regdahat “religion has
not originated and cannot have accidentally origida from a
combination of non-religious elements, but is rdoie the essence of
human nature” (Bavick 88). It is therefore conclddbat the seed of
religion in mankind is the creation of man in theage of God. It
states:

10
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o All men everywhere are religious.

o There is something in man’s constitution that makem
religious.

° This sense of divinity must have been put thereabRivine
Being.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What was the religion of your people before tAdvent of
Christianity?
2. What were the Objects of worship of that religt

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit established the existence of God. Iteraiied that belief in
the existence of God is related to how we live d¢iues. Those
who believe that God exists and is concerned art held them

accountable for the things they do live a more fohrige. What we

found out here is that the Bible and Christian tbg@p assume the
existence. However, we live in a world that wantsop for everything.
The People at the time of Christ wanted miracles @agns to believe in
Christ. All the proofs we discussed here are basedohilosophical
reasoning and have no or just little biblical suppo

5.0 SUMMARY

Throughout the history of the Church, different dlogians such as
Anselm, John of Damascus, Thomas Aquinas, Descates Samuel
Clarke have come up with different theories to préle existence of
God. These theories can be used as a point of ctobetween a
Christian and non-Christian. They have fundamedgficiencies in
that they fail to prove the existence of a pers@mal loving God. The
God portrayed in the Bible is interested in enigninto a relationship
with human beings and also wants humans to enterarrelationship
with him.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. State the importance and deficiencies of thi@rral proofs for
God’s existence.

Discuss the ontological argument of God’s exise.

Choose one from the following arguments of Goekistence
and discuss in detail: A, Cosmological argument, NBoral

argument.

wn
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INTRODUCTION

In the last unit we looked at the arguments dewsdopy different

theologians to prove the existence of God, anddbkciencies and
strengths of these arguments. This unit presentsew that seems
contrary to what was discussed in the last uniexpposes you to the
denial of God's existence and the implications loé denial. These
denials include those who only feel God does natex has interest
in what they do. Some of views that will be presdniere are not flat
denials of God’s existence but misrepresentatidriseoperson of God
which equally amounts to his denial. The way onkales in this life

has some relationship with his or her views of Goekistence. If you
believe that God exists and he is going to hold ngsponsible for your
behavior then you live cautiously.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

identify the different groups of atheists
differenciate between Pantheism and Panentheism
identify the people who hold similar views in owyd
list and discuss all the wrong views about God.

13
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Denial of God’s Existence

In the last unit we said earlier that the idea addGs universal
and it is found even among the uncivilized peopléss does not mean
that there is no one who does not deny the existeha personal, self-
existent, and perfect God revealed in the Biblee Tdenial comes in
various forms. Some forms of it can be called nmsesentation of
God rather than a flat denial. Views that do noknaeviedge the
existence of one true God can also be referred sgodenial of the
existence of God. At least they are wrong attertpisnderstand and
know God. Some of these include:-

3.2  Atheism

Atheism comes from the combination of two Greekdgoa —negative
which meansno and theos —which means God. Atheism therefore
means “No God or Without God.” An atheist is oneowdisserts that
there is no God. In this narrow respect an atheigtperson who claims
that the sentenc&od Exists — expresses a false proposition. He rejects
and repudiates belief in God. There are two kindatbeists, namely,
practical and theoretical atheists. A practicakahis a Godless person
who lives as if there is no God. The Bible makefenences to this
kind in Ps. 14:1 and 53:1 “The fool says in hiarbethere is no God”.
Ps. 10: 4b which says “All thoughts are, there 0sGod. That is, he
does not seek God, or call on God, he ignores @od,assumes God
will also ignore him. He takes God to be inactire.Eph. 2: 12 Paul
argues that those who do not have Christ do nat keod. Anyone who
refuses to worship the true God is in a sense haisit Theoretical
atheist is more of an intellectual thing. It is &dsn the process of
reasoning and rational argumentation. This group atifeists says
that the human mind has no ability to determine tiw¥e or not God
exists and that there is no valid proof for GodXstence. They
teach that the belief in God is a delusion. Thecaktatheism is a
scientific or philosophical theory known as Matésigc Monism.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What is the opposite of foolishness?
2. Make a comparative chart of practical and teecal atheists.
3. Find out the meaning of Materialistic Monism.

14



CRS321 MODULE 1

3.3 Panentheism

God is finite, distinct from the world, but insephte from and
interdependent with the world. It deals with Godsowledge, that
God’s knowledge grows and changes. God is idedtifigth the
world. As the world grows God also grows and Godconees.
Everything that happens affects and changes Godhig way the
God who loves the world shares the joys and sorivesach creature
in the world. God is complex, he changes, grows &igb retains his
own integrity and wholeness during this process obiange and
growth. That is, there are some elements of Gochwhémain the
same regardless of what happens in the world. ®seaah elements is
God’s perfection.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What does this group of people mean when tlagy God is
finite?

2. Do you think this view contains any truth ifd if so what is the
truth?

3.4  Polytheism

Polytheism simply means many gods. It is a beliedt tthere is a
plurality of gods distinct and separate. God isegated to one
among many in the pantheon of gods. These god®aned around a
member of aspects of life. These include naturatefs; vegetation
such as trees, sauced herbs, forests, and aninthtsuanan forms.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Name a few tribal gods that you know and mentiam dkpect of life
that they control.

3.5 Pantheism

A Jewish Philosopher Spinoza is considered a dasgponent of
Pantheism in Western culture. In one instance, i@ identifies the
whole universe with God. God is synonymous withurat There is no
distinction between the Creator and creaturesphoids that we are
one in essence with God. Human beings are pahteoflivine essence.
In sum, God equals everything and everything eq@isl. God is
impersonal and immanent but not transcendent. & plite form of
atheism. It is monistic about reality; the personeing is swallowed
up in the one predominant over soul.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
By implication, who is this view saying humans are?
3.5 Deism

Deism is a belief in a Supreme Being who has nerweintion in the

universe. It is a denial of an active and livingdG&od is more or less
sleeping if not dead. God is personal and transm@ndut not

immanent. He is the Creator of the universe. Goadaspared with

a Clock Master. God wound up the clock of the wanide and forever
at the beginning, so that it now proceeds as thddwastory without

need of his further involvement. God now just wakhvhat happens
man is therefore autonomous. Deism denies Trinibygarnation,

Atonement, Miracle, Divine authority of the Bibl@articular Elect

people and any supernatural redemptive act intyisto

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

By implication this view is saying God is NOT inrdool. If God is not
in control who is then in control?

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has discussed some views propounded ny thee existence
of God. Some of these views take different shapdayt For example,
Atheism takes the shape of Materialism while Pasthewears the
modern shape of Monism. Deism is the view of libdreologians
who deny miracles and supernatural activities ofl. Gatheism and
Polytheism were found even in the Biblical days a&ondtinue among
many people today. It will also be noted that thare similarities
among other views, some are different. Examplethgasm is a polite
form of atheism, pantheism and polytheism havegtilyrof gods,
panentheism and deism deal with the activities @d.G

5.0 SUMMARY

There are many people throughout the history of kimah who
believe in the existence of a high God. Some gdaasas revering
him while others only acknowledge his existence. isTh
notwithstanding, there also some people who deae#tistence of God.
This denial comes in different versions and immanfem different
reasons. The denial of God usually leads to theiatlesf his works
and important doctrines of the Bible such as mascincarnation, and
the Trinity. One of the reasons for various misesentations of God is
lack of a clear revelation of God. The Bible callssh a person a Fool.
16
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This means that such a person lacks wisdom and rstadding.
Anyone with wisdom and understanding can perceica’'s existence
in the things he has created and the received word.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What do you understand by Atheism?
2. What is the difference between PanentheisnPamtheism?
3 How is Deism different from your views of God?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last three units we looked at the Existernde God, the
proof and denial of his existence. This unit wikatl to the
understanding of the nature of God’'s Revelationislimportant to
understand that God’'s Revelation is rooted in hisomprehensible
nature and more importantly his love for humanikythe revelation of
God, it is God himself who has taken the initiatitee disclose himself
to us. The purpose of God’s revelation is that maay worship
him and do his will. This unit also discloses tlzbd’s revelation is
opened to all people. In the Old Testament, Goek®lation revolved
around the Covenant through which he entered ialationship with
Israel and in the New Testament it was about thsdPeof Jesus
Christ, his works and teachings. Christ, as his eyatmmanuel,
implies, is God living among his people in a visifibrm.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

identify reasons and grounds of God’s Revelation

identify the relationship between God’s revelatzom his nature
understand the meaning of the word Revelation

understand the mode of Revelation in the OIld andv Ne
Testaments.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Explanation of the Term Revelation

Revelation is necessary because of the nature ad @uod the
nature of man. God is infinite and man is finitedaso if he does not
reveal himself man will not know him. Therefore wheve are
talking about God we begin with the premise thatl @obeyond the
comprehension of mere human beings. However, his
incomprehensibility does not stop us from knowing tbecause he
has made himself known to us. This is what isecaRevelation.
Revelation is a deliberate and free act of God.eRewon is the only
means that we know about God and then come to K@od. This is
because we cannot go to God and study him, theweawyould study
a human being, or animal, or some other part of' &oation. God is
so infinitely far removed from us that we can oklyow God as he
shows himself to us (Job 11:7, 8; 1 Cor. 2:9,1Bprmally when a
man studies God, he places himself above the objehis study. In
the case of studying God we cannot place ourseimse God. In
studying God we can only place ourselves under @od receive
only what he wishes to reveal. Inthis way Godasthe object but
the subject. In God’s revelation he is the onet thas taken the
initiative to disclose his divine identity and poge. Revelation
helps us to speak correctly about God, to know hmwapproach him
and helps us to think correctly about God. It asdps us to have
fellowship with him. The nature of God demands tsatements about
should be correct and must be in accordance wishnlaiture. It is
through revelation that we achieve this.

The fact that God is the Subject of revelation iadm clear by the
meaning of the word revelation itself. The Greekrdvdranslates
revelation asapokalupto and it means “to take away a veil.” The
picture is that God is hidden by a veil, and we @ty see him
when he takes away that veil himself. When he revaanself he
unveils himself. Sometimes God can also unveilreievents as in the
book of Revelations. Paul makes it clear that dhg/true believer has
the veil lifted so that he can see God's revelafib@or. 3:14-4:4).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
1. Summarize what Revelation can help us to aehiev

2. Summarize the Nature of God in the above papgr
3. What is the Nature of Man in this paragraph?
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3.2 The Nature of God’s Revelation

There are two ways in which God reveals himselfus the first
IS in nature, the second is in his Word. We readualboth these
ways in Ps.19. First we read how all of nature aled the glory of
God (Ps. 19:1-6). Then the Psalm goes on to speakitaGod's
revelation in his Word. When Psalm 19 was writtend& Word
consisted of the Law, what the Jews called Tloeah, or what today
we call the Pentateuch the FiB®oks of Moses (Ps. 19:7-11).
Revelation has to do with how we have the knowledig&od and all
the creatures in relation to him. It is the souoéeour knowledge of
God. The word Revelation literally means an unwagilor disclosure of
something previously hidden. In theology, it refeio the self-
disclosure of God in creation, in history of Isfaghd above all in the
person of Jesus. It is a personal disclosure of suigect to other
subjects.

The knowledge of God is not information or conaegvihat God exists.
Calvin says “properly speaking, God is known onlhene there is
piety, where knowledge is fused with love of Godl dhe desire to do
God'’s will.”

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What are the elements of the proper knowledge afaGo
3.3 Revelation in the Old Testament

In the OIld Testament, God’s revelation centearound the
gracious covenant he made with Israel. The covehadt so many
aspects such as the promise made to Abraham, sktoslires of the
divine name, the giving of the Torah, the delivemafrom Egypt, the

preaching of the prophets about Judgment, GraceGouls disclosure

of himself in various events. The Old Testamdifitras that man of

himself cannot know God. God is known when he desith disclose
himself (Deut. 4:32-34; Ps. 147:19ff). For the &ias life cannot be
possible  without revelation. Revelation makesettife possible.

Revelation reveals God’s name, majesty, powerpaand his aid. The
Old Testament uses various words such as discies®unce, present
something clearly, to someone to describe God'sladon.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
1. What does Old Testament revelation tell us abmad?
2. Do your people have any concept of the Cowendh so

how is the covenant made?
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3.4 Revelation in the New Testament

In the New Testament revelation revolved around Nhew Covenant
made in Jesus Christ. It is found in the proclaomgtiministry, death,
and resurrection of Christ and the work of the Hepyrit.

In summary, revelation refers to God’s own seliliisure, it points to
particular events and particular people through mh&od has
communicated in decisive way with humanity, it ied3® calls for our
personal response and appropriation, it is alwagsstrbing or even
shocking event, and it transforms our imagomat It must also
be understood that revelation does not stop Godn fimeing a
mystery. There are two channels though which we ehalie
knowledge of God. There is General and Special Reua.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Does revelation tell us everything about G&l@e from the
above paragraph.

2. When in the history of Israel was God Appegyridisturbing and
shocking.

3. Summarise the benefits of revelation to hunyaastlisted above.

40 CONCLUSION

In this unit we have learnt that Revelation is tiheans by which
God makes himself known to humanity. It is throughelation that we
know the divine identity, purpose, and it is retiela that enables us to
speak correctly about God. Revelation does not telp us to know
God, it helps us to know more about ourselves ahduta our
relationship with God and the rest of the creation.

5.0 SUMMARY

The explanation and nature of Revelation providedhis unit is to

unable you see the necessity of the God’'s selflaisre. Of course
more will be said about revelation as we progrédsanwhile, it is

important to note that revelation is the initiatiweGod and he carried
it out in various ways in history of his dealingtivihumanity. In the
Old Testament God'’s revelation centered aroundctinveenant which
included the Law of Moses that the people had teyoln the New
Testament it was around the P erson of Jesus QOhhst came to
provide salvation through his work on the Crosshim Old Testament
the Law played a big role while in the New Testatnewas grace.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Give the full explanation of the word Revelatend its Nature.
2. Discuss Revelation in the Old and New Testasent
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit begins the discussion of one of the atsperf God's
revelation. You will recall that we have already niened that God
has revealed himself through General and Specialagon. General
revelation is manifested through creation and Gautsvidential care.
The modes of general revelation are Nature, Histangl Human
consciousness. The most important biblical passdlyat testify to
general revelation are Psalms 19 and Romans 1:18@eneral
revelation reveals much about God to us, tells usy weople
everywhere are religious but does not lead usgeraonal relationship
with God. It is this deficiency that calls for ahet type of Revelation.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the wnd of this unit, you will be able to:

state the meaning of General Revelation.

explain God’s revelation in created things

explain what constitutes God’s providential care

state the relationship between Sin and Generalatwe v. State
the Modes of General revelation and explain them.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Meaning of General Revelation

General revelation is also known as Natural or Brgal Revelation. It
is found in the natural and universal order. We sammarise this as
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the revelation of God through Creation and Provegen In simple
terms General revelation is the awareness of Gobds Igenerally
accepted that everyone by nature possesses therssarof God. The
awareness is the recognition that there is a God ddserves to be
worshiped and obeyed and who does great works amtievs. John
Calvin says, General revelation is God’s revelatiorhis works. He
continues “there is no spot in the universe in Whyou cannot discern
at least some sparks of his glory” (Bavick. 69)eTdreated things are
mirrors and documents of his majesty and divinlitye way God made
humans is another way of his revelation. Bavickcdbss the created
world as a theatre of God’s glory (Bavick.95). mstway God is
immanent in Creation. It is God’'s communication lemself to all
persons all places and at all times. He manitastself through nature,
history and in the inner being of human beings (lAnnConscience).
Calvin says “there is within the human mind andnayural instinct an
awareness of Divinity. This we take to be beyonativersy.”

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What does the word “Universal” tell you abouter@ral
revelation?

2. Mention the great works and wonders of Godrieagon.

3. How are human beings a Revelation of God?

3.2 General Revelation in Nature

In Ps. 19, we read, “The heavens are telling thayGbéf God, and the
firmament proclaims his handiworks.” Paul says Gasternal power
and deity have been clearly shown in the things hlhae been created.
Paul argues that even pagans know God and thethHattGod may
be known from the greatness and the beauty othihgg he has created
has left man without an excuse for not knowing G@bm. 1:18-
22). The created world is the medium of God’s comivation. God
has manifested himself in Creation so that as mames in
contact with it he receives the awareness of Qoxkation gives us
the practical and existential knowledge of Godin Athens Paul
talked about the unknown God that they have beemnshimping
(Acts 17:22ff). In Acts 14:15-17, Paul called om theople to turn to
God who has made the heavens and the earth. Heveldsthat God
has not left himself without witnesses even though has allowed
nations to walk in their ways. He provides raifruitful seasons, does
good and satisfies their hearts with good and gasin.e. providential
and benevolent preservation of his creation. Job24387 draws
attention to the rain that waters the earth, thendler and lightening
that strikes terror in the hearts. This suggebtd these natural
phenomena attest to the power, majesty, goodnessoaf. We can
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go on to mention more of such passages. It musehembe noted that
the knowledge of God is threatened by our moraluats, refusal of
truth and love for injustice and peace. For othemgbe it could just be
because of stupidity or deficiency of intellectoalentation or the use
of wrong philosophical principles.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Why is God going to punish even those who haseheard the
gospel in a formal way?

2. According to this passage, what are the thitigg prevent
man from having the true knowledge of God?

3. Which are the things mentioned in paragrapth@& mostly
remind people of the existence of God?

3.3  General Revelation in History

God reveals himself through historical events thke place in the lives
of individual as well as nations. Most of the tjgnGod was doing
among the Israelites were for those nations towkrne is God
Almighty. Many non- Christians today to realize Gedn control, and
they thank God for taking charge of difficult sitwas.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Name a few wicked rulers, kings or Heads oftéSthat you
know (starting from Nigeria).

2. Mention a few things that God did among theadfites to
show other nations that he is God.

3.4 Conscience

Every people have a clear cut of what is good aadl bUnsuppressed
conscience knows what is good. In Rom. 1. 24, Ralkds about

the fact that the law is written on the heart oeryv individual.

General Revelation is not a ground for natural litggp as advocated
by Aquinas and the Roman Catholic Thought, as stmelogians

maintain, rather Paul says it opposes it becauae’sminclination

is to always suppress the truth, Rom. 1:20ff.

It should be understood that General revelatiomeweugh offers a
common ground or a point of contact between theebel, a possibility
of some knowledge of the divine truth outside th#ldd a just
ground for God justice in condemning those who haeger heard
the gospel in the full and formal sense, explaihe tvorldwide
phenomenon of religion and religious— for all peo@re religious
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because they have some type of knowledge of Godhatiey have
suppressed for other god’'s (Rom. 1:18-22) is naiugh. Sin has
marred the witness of General Revelation, and éegmony of God is
blurred. General Revelation does not enable tiheligver to come to
a true knowledge of God. What is needed is thetapke of faith.
When one is exposed to and regenerated throughabpesyelation, he
is enabled to see clearly what is in General Réoela

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. How do we know what is good and bad?
2. What makes people to do what is bad?

4.0 CONCLUSION

General revelation is one important aspect of Godiglation. This
revelation is made available to all people and mhen medium of
general revelation is Creation. Under General agi@ we learnt
that God can be seen through the greatness, bemdypenevolent
preservation of the created things and his prowdeno humanity and
other living things. In this sense General revetafprovides us with
practical knowledge of God. This unit also explaimBy humans do
not have the full knowledge of God through genesaklation. It is Sin
that has prevented man from having the full knogkedf God.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit provided you with the explanation of Gealerevelation.
General revelation is made available through natustory, and human
conscience. The discussion of general revelatiodeurthese modes
reveals to us the nature of God. God is activelolved in this world
and he is also in control. This unit teaches @ General Revelation
Is important but it does not lead us to salvatind & is for this reason
that there is need for Special Revelation.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What is the meaning and nature of God’s Genexkalation?
2. Discuss the three models of General revelation.
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MODULE 2 GENERAL REVELATION AND THE
ANALYSIS OF SPECIAL REVELATION

INTRODUCTION

The module continues with the discussion of genermlelation
started in Module

1. It deals with Specific Issues of General and ciperevelation.

Issues such as the  Effects of generatvelation on the
unbeliever and believer, the importance, deificies, and modes of
General revelation as well as the different waysugh which God has
revealed himself through special revelation will dhecussed. Special
attention is given to the Bible which is the mosadily available

revelation for humanity. The truth and trustworgss of the Bible is
found in the doctrines of inspiration and inerrancyhe climax of

God’s revelation is the coming of his Son Jesusstiwho is God’'s

very image.

The textbooks here includeSystematic Theology by Louis
Berkhof, Christian Theology by Millard Erickson, andEvangelical
Dictionary of Theology edited by Walter Elwell. You can find these
books in any Seminary library and buy or order fréx€TS at
Theological College of Northern Nigeria, BukurusJo

Unit 1 The Effects of General Revelation
Unit 2 Special Revelation

Unit 3 Inspiration

Unit 4 Theories of Inspiration

Unit 5 Methods of Inspiration

UNIT 1 THE EFFECTS OF GENERAL REVELATION
AND ANALYSIS OF NATURAL AND
EXPERIENTIAL THEOLOGY

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Effects of General Revelation
3.1.1 The Effects of General Revelation on the Non
Christians
3.1.2 General Revelation and Salvation
3.1.3 The Positive Effects of General Revelation
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3.1.4 The Effect of General Revelation on the §fan
3.2  The Meaning of Natural Theology
3.3  Experiential Theology or Experiential Revedati
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit ends the discussion by looking at iteet$. The effects are a
form of the summary of General revelation. Romand48t35 is very
important in the discussion of general revelatibns the summary of
the doctrine of general revelation. The passagevshime level of
human disobedience and human desire for autonoeryer@l revelation
and natural theology are related but have diffegaodls. While general
revelation says man cannot save himself naturaldigy teaches that
man can be saved without special revelation. Erpédl theology on
the other hand looks at experience as the wayadariering God.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o state the effects of General revelation on the @bristian and
on the Christian

o state the negative and positive effects of Generatlation as
can be found in Romans 1:15-32

o explain the meaning of Natural theology and itatiehship with
General Revelation

o explain the eternal fate of those who are outside Christian
tradition.

3.0 CONTENT
3.1 The Effects of General Revelation

General Revelation has different effects on the-@hnistian than ithas
on the Christian.

3.1. 1 Effects on the Non-Christian Created

As you can already see, Romans chapter one detistiva subject of
General revelation in detail. Here we will try tansmarise it as
Follows:- Negative Effects of General Revelation.
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° All the contents of God’s General revelation arespnt to give
man a true and reliable knowledge of God. Thisaantl in
verses 15 and 20

) Historically all men knew God but they did not handiim or
worship or give thanks to him. See verse 21.

o Men claimed to be wise and think they are doingrigbkt thing
but became foolish instead, deliberately supprgssite truth
about God. This thought is captured in verses tig2an

o Instead of people worshipping the Creator who maated them,
they have turned to worship the things that he draated thus
becoming idolatrous. Read verses 23 and 25.

o This became the corruption of religion and thisrgption of
religion led to the corruption of morality, and bese of this
God gave them up to their wickedness. From thisfingé the
root of immorality and wickedness. Immorality anttkedness
are found among people who refuse the right religiBead
verses 26-31.

All these put the unbelievers in a position of “excuse” and give us
the justification why unbelievers will be punish&m not believing in
God. Verses 20, 32.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. From what you read above, what do you thinthéereason for
increased corruption, immorality and robbery amdmg youth
today? What solution can you proffer for theseha light of
what you read?

2. Will God be right to punish our forefathers avhdied
before missionaries came and preached the Gaspégeria?

3.1. 2 General Revelation and Salvation

What we have learned about General revelationasishdoes not bring
salvation or bring men in a living relationship witGod. General
revelation is insufficient for salvation becauselw following reasons.-
The handiwork of God in creation has been disturbgdSin (Gen.
3:17,18 Rom. 8: 19-22).----Man’s perception of God nature is
distorted by Sin (Rom 1: 18-21; 1Cor.1:18ff).

General revelation does not reveal Christ as thiy tme way to
salvation (Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2: 5; John 14:6).

The question that is often asked is “if Christ e tonly way of
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salvation, does it then mean that all who standidetthe Jewish-
Christian tradition will perish?” It is hard to finan explicit answer to
this question. From historical facts and testimsroé missionaries we
can say that it does not mean that all those witeive no special
revelation from God will perish. We must allow somessibility that
God can reveal himself to people outside the Je@isfistian tradition.
Think for example of people like Mechizedek anchdet There is also
the story of Cornelius, a worshipper of God, whpsayers will be
answered by Special revelation from God (Acts 1®).1We are also
reminded of Christ’s words, “my other sheep.” Thipression is open
to different interpretations but it certainly meatiose outside the
Jewish-Christian tradition (John 10:16). Howeveg gan be dogmatic
in stating that without Christ there is no salvatior anyone as the
Bible says (John 14:6).

Pelagians, Roman Catholics and Liberals maintaimt tht is
possible for one to come to the saving knowledg€ad by means of
General revelation only. Roman Catholics teach timsler Natural
theology.

3.1.3 Positive Effects of General Revelation

The positive effects of General revelation upon am-Ghristian are
that it gives and helps them acquire religious amdal values. These
restrain the full explosion of sin. This then makiés in the society
possible. This is what is called blessing of them@wn Grace.
Secondly, General revelation prepares man foreheption of Special
revelation. It provides a point of contact for tipeeaching of the
Gospel to the unbeliever.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Check in a theological dictionary and find adto the Pelagians
are and what they stand for?
2. What do you understand by common Grace?

3.1.4 Effects to Christians

Only a believer can take full advantage of the ditegs of General
revelation. One’s relationship with Christ, andotigh the guidance of
the Bible with the help of the Holy Spirit the kmler is enabled to
understand the message of General revelation. \@leseral revelation
Is understood in the correct way, it can give reaknowledge  of
God, not in addition to whatthe Bildeaches but supporting
what the Bible teaches. In addition to what is sadve, General
revelation provides the framework for Special ratieh. Without
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God’s General revelation through his work of creatand providence,
Special revelation would make no concrete sens@&ef@e revelation
also provides a point of contact between the darisand non-Christian
when seeking to preach to the non-Christian (Acts247; 17:30, 31).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Summarise the effect of General revelatiom&oQhristian.
2. What do you understand by God’s providence?

3.2 Natural Theology

Roman Catholic theologians identify natural theglags one of the
aspects of God’s revelation. It is closely relatedseneral Revelation
but different from it. Natural theology teachestttraths about God can
be learned from created things such as man, nandethe world
through reason alone. This teaching was officialycepted as the
doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church at the Vati¢ain 1870. The
Council taught that God has revealed himself n#yuraand

supernaturally. It said “God can certainly be knownom created
things by the natural light of human reason” (Ewel2). The
Council affirmed against secularized skepticismt tiphilosophical

truths about God are legitimate and true formsebtogy.

Thomas Aquinas, the main exponent of this thoudpetjeved that
beyond the truths about God we get from the Biblera is another
body of truths based on the application of reasothé created world.
The example is such truth is the existence of Gddre we are
referring to the rational proofs for the existenok God discussed
earlier. This view is supported by the testimonyRaim.1:20-21 which
says, “For although they knew God they did not hwnbim as God
or give thanks to him, but they became futile ieitlihinking and their
senseless minds were darkened.” The implicatiaghas if people have
sensible minds (Good reason), they will know Gothed verses that
are quoted to support this view include Ps.19 aaoi A4: 15-17. These
passages imply that man can access the knowled@®afoutside the
bounds of revealed theology. This view may havettethe idea that
reason has the same place or is higher than Hibke®lation. The
second and very important support for this view tasio with the
accomplishments of pagan philosophers such asofigstPlato and
Pythagoras. Very important to note is that in thesv, reason does not
replace faith nor does philosophical inquiry repldice grace of God in
Christ. Natural theology has its deficiencies. i a limited
revelation and does not reveal God as the Savidruofankind. Other
scholars who in one way or the other seem to subisrtheology are
Tertullian, St. Augustine of Hippo, and Emil Brumne
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. If Vatican 1 took place in 187 when was thdidén 11 held?
Check theological dictionaries.

2. What are some of the religious groups you kribat do not
emphasise the role of Christ as the Saviour?
3. Can you remember any African or Nigerian wheehattained

some recognisable level of academic achievemeritdaa be
said to have special gift?
4. What is the meaning of secular skepticism?

3.3  Experiential Theology or Experiential Revelabn

Experiential revelation or theology is another seurof human
knowledge of God. Generally, experience is carad one of the
sources of knowledge deriving from direct percaptmf reality. It is

knowledge that can be gained externally and malér. Experience is
different from hearing or reflecting about somethiit can never be
transmitted or re-represented. In this way, expesels open to false
claims, and judgment of its authenticity andhfulness is difficult.

In theology, experiential revelation is one’s p@&aoencounter with
God. It is the experience of God or his power i tife of an
individual. It is an essential part of Christianifyphere have been some
Christian movements or groups that lay much wemhtthe primacy
and authority of experience than other sourceshef knowledge of
God. Among them are the pietistic, revivalist, lHeks movements, and
Pentecostals. These groups give preminence t@xperience of the
believer. Some say, this experience must incluagslspg in tongues.
They look at the Holy Spirit as the one who givies experience. One
liberal theologian, Friedrich Schleiermacher saitti§tianity was about
the humankind’s experience of God and he de-empd@dsbod’s action
with regard to man. He said religion is not abowtality or theoretical
knowledge but the feeling of absolute dependence.

Those who emphasize experience do not reject ety of the Bible
but rather stress the fundamental and initiatotg od the Holy Spirit.
The Charismatic group insists on a Spirit-filledddiving a separated
life. Experiential theology or revelation arose ageaction to sterile
intellectualism and traditionalism. In addition,s itemphasis on the
role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Churciméthe Christian has
continued to keep the doctrine of the Trinity owous. This continued
role brings to light the role of the Holy Spirit i@onversion and
Redemption (Act 14: 15-18;Roms. 8; Gal. 4: 69He emphasis on
the Holy Spirit naturally leads to the emphasis ©Ghrist (1 John
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4:2; 1 Cor. 12:3). In order not to misuse exper&énheology, it
must be understood and treated as a Corporater Affahe Church as
Paul states clearly in 1 Cor. 12; Rom.12. Its dmousd be to build and
edify members. It is important to know that it iasg to misuse this
revelation. It is misused when it is understood aimeated as
individualistic. In this way it becomes subjeetivand therefore
impossible for the Christian community to nurturedaevaluate it.
Second, experience and reflection or the Holy Smnd the Word
must not be separated but considered complementduiyd, the role
of the Holy Spirit must not be overemphasized tadstw the other
members of the Trinity.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. At this point attempt to list all the types Révelation we have
discussed so far.

2. Make a chart of the strengths and weakneskeBxperiential
Theology.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit helps you to see the effect of Sin on Huoity. Sin is
responsible for man’s foolishness, refusal worship God, human
idolatrous nature, and corruption of religion. Bese of Sin we
cannot see God clearly in nature. When sin is talkeay we can have
a clear knowledge of God and know how to serveebetKnowing
God clearly and serving him are the main goalsabfation. While this
unit exposes you the possibility that some peoptesaved outside the
Christian tradition, it does not teach that such appen to all people.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit we looked at the importance of genemlelation to the

Christian and non-Christian. Here we saw the deficies of general
revelation, man’s attitudes towards his Creatod, attempts to address
the difficult issue of the fate of people outsidthe tChristian tradition.

All people can understand General revelation bet @hristian who

is enabled by the Holy Spirit of God is able to ersland it better

and see God more clearly.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Account for the effects of General revelationtloe Christian and
non-Christian.

2. What is the relationship between General réieglaand Sin?

3. What do you understand by Natural Theology?
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UNIT 2 SPECIAL REVELATION
CONTENTS
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3.1  Meaning of Special Revelation
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3.3.1 Theophanies
3.3.2 Direct Communication
3.3.3 Miracles
3.3.4 The Word
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor- Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The unit you just left ended discussion of geneeaklation and two
other related concepts. The deficiencies of thdseet concepts lead
us to the discussion of special revelation. Spa@atlation is able to
do what the three were not able to do. Speciallative is able to

offer salvation. The aim of this unit is also tolghgiou see the
differences between general revelation and speeialation. Just like
general revelation, God uses various means to rév@aelf in special

revelation. Many of these modes seem to have cedabedone that is
continuous is the word. There are others who belidaat God is still

revealing himself through visions, dreams, and a@®and others who
do not.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o state the meaning of special revelation

o state the goal of special revelation.

o discuss the differences between general revelaimh special
revelation

o give the examples of theophanies.

o discuss the various ways of God’s direct commuiooatvith
humanity

o state the meaning of miracles.
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o identify the two aspect of the word.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Meaning of Special Revelation

We have just talked about God’s revelation in rgtwalledGeneral
Revelation. We have seen that it is also spoken about in ther Ne
Testament after Christ came. We read about it imympassages
including (Rom. 1:19, 20; Acts 14:17) which saysittlevery human
being can observe God’s power and divinity in thiemds he has made
and in his care over nature. But this general edi@i does not tell us
the way of salvation. That can only be found indGdWord, or in
Christ, the Word made flesh (In. 1:1). We referttis second type
of revelation aspecial Revelation.

Special Revelation is therefore “God’s manifestatiof himself to
particular persons at definite times and placesablemy those
persons to enter into a redemptive relationshiphwitm.” Special
Revelation is redemptive, for it publishes the gadaiings that the
holy and merciful God promises salvation as a divgift to man
who cannot save himself and that he (God) has nalfilldd that
promise in the gift of his son in whom all men asdled to believe.
The gospel is news that the incarnate logos has loe sins of
doomed men, has died in their stead, and has risentheir
justification.

God is a transcendent being—outside of us, unldnite space or
knowledge and we cannot fully comprehend him. Gegsuheorinciple
of accommodation to make himself known to us. Accommodation
designates that characteristic of biblical literatwhich allows the
writer, for the purpose of simplification, to adjukis language or
explanation or description too the limitations af lreaders without
compromising the truth in the process. This is wme extend
anthropomorphism. In this was we understand a ¢erdent God.
Special Revelation make God personal God who isvieaself by
none and relatives to his people.

Special evaluation tells us about God’s plan oVva#bn. This begins
with his promise of salvation to Adam and Eve, ttte Seed of the
woman (Christ) will crush the head of the serpedtéan, Gen 3:). It
continues in the tradition of Noah, the patriarddayid, the prophets,
and finally in the revelation of Christ. Not evelpiman being has
received God’s special revelation. This revelatisnlimited to those
who receive the call to repentance and salvatiorKi(217:13; Ps.
103:7; Jn.1:18; Heb. 1:1).
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What is the main function of special revelation

2. What do we mean when we refer to Christ as ftiearnate
logos?

3. Who are the Patriarchs?

3.2  Comparison of General and Special Revelation

The following table compares General and SpecigkeRgion:

General Revelation Special Revelation

Comes by way of God’s creation| Comes by the way of God’s
and providence (Acts 14:17). prophetic Word, the Bible

(Heb.1:1,2)
Reveals the existence, power andReveals the love and graciousness
divinity of God (Rom.1:20 of God in Christ (Rom.5:8;Jn.3:1

Makes man aware of God’s moralMakes man aware that he falls
law (Rom.2:14,15), but generally, short of God’s moral law
leaves man satisfied with his own(Rom.7:7) and reveals how he may
moral status. live in God pleasing way
(Ps.119:24;2 Tim. 3:1¢

Leaves man without excuse for hiBeclares the way of salvation
moral misdeeds (Rom. 1:20, cf. | thyrough the cross of Christ (2Tim.

Rom. 1:32) 3:15

Makes people religious (Acts Brings salvation in Christ

17:27,28) (Rom.1:16).

Is perverted by sinful man, who | Is received by all who are called by
turns to idolatry (Rom 1:22; God, but rejected by other (Acts
1:25;Eph. 4:18) 2:39; Jn. 3:36).

Provides a point of contact in Makes the work of evangelism and
evangelism and mission (cf. Acts mission most necessary (Rom.
14:17;17:22ff.). 10:14, 15).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. We have mentioned the phrase the “moral Lav@hyntimes
in the above chart. What do we mean by the move? la
2. The above chart presents the difference betwaearligious

person and a Christian. What is the difference betw a
religious person and a Christian?
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3.3 The Means of Special Revelation

In the history of God’s dealings with mankind hevealed himself
and his Word in many ways. These can be summed tqilaws:

3.31 Theophanies

God manifesting himself in visible form. This is athis called
theophanies which means God appearances. In the [{@fore the
incarnation of Jesus Christ he was called the &hgel of the Lord”.
Gen. 32. Also we have the shekinah glory. Ex.3; 2415-18, 40:34-
35. In the N.T. Christ came as a unique manifestabf God as an
actual human, with the human process and experisachk as birth,
pain, death etc. His life, teachings actions eterena message to us. He
was truly God’s son, even the demons testifiech&d he was the son
of God (Matt. 5:7, Matt. 27:54). We shall talk abalesus more
when we talk about the word.

Other visible manifestations include:

Fire and clouds (Gen 15:17; Ex. 3:2)

Stormy winds (Job 38:1; Ps. 18:10-16)

Zephyr (gentle breeze (1 Ki. 19:12)

The Angel of the Lord (Ex. 23:20-23). The wagel means
“messenger”, and we believe this messenger wasy relae
divine Word (Jn. 1:1) who later came as JesusN&de3:1).

coow

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

=

Explain with example what we mean by the teaghiot Christ.

2. Read Ex.3: 2 and explain what is meant by Gamearing in the
cloud.

3. Use Bible Concordance and list four other pdaitet theangel

of the Lord is mentioned.

3.3.2. Direct Communications

a. Audible voice. God spoke to Adam and Eve, Mpseshua,
Samuel and the prophets as a person wilbaksge another
person. He also spoke to the prophets, thus, thehptic
saying, “The Lord spoke to me saying or the wordhef Lord
came to me saying” (Gen. 2:16; 9:1; 32:26; Ex. 19:9

b. Urim and thummim_(Num. 27:21; 1 Sam. 10:20,21)

Dreams (Gen. 20:3-6; Num. 12:6)

Visions; This was often used in the casfeprophets and

sometimes the New Testament authors like John pgustte saw
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visions. A vision came when one was asleep whildraace
came when one was wake (Num. 12:6; Is. 21:6; Dan;1:
Obad. 1:1; Acts. 11:5)
e. In the person of Christ (Heb. 1:2; 2:3; cf.€t.A.:11)
Through angels. Angel Gabriel is usually tbee who is
sent to communicate God’'s mportant messagebe people
(Dan.8: 16-17; Matt.1 :20)

—

SELF- ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Read Num. 27 and state how Urim and Thumminewsed.

2. List three dreams and three visions on the eBitllat you
remember.

3.3. 3 Miracles

God often revealed himself to Israel and the Chutbinough
miracles. The Bible uses three words to indicateaches, usually
translated assign, wonder andpower. God said he gave signs to Israel
in order that “they will know that | am the Lord cathat they are my
people” (Ex.6:7) Miracles were also done by prophets and apostles
to show they came from God (Jn. 2:11; 20:30-Z1;Cor. 12:12;
Acts 15:12). Similarly the signs Jesus perfdmwere proof of
his divine appointment (Acts 2:22). Miraculouselats — This is God
at work in concrete historical ways within the wirlaffecting what
occurs, the mighty deeds of God. Example: The GalAbraham, the
provision of Isaac, deliverance from Egypt, thessing of the Red
Sea. Christ said if | do these things among yodiebe that the
kingdom of God is come upon you. To the discippdéslohn he said
‘go and tell him what you see, the blind receiveirtisigh’.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. List three miracles done by the prophets areketidone by Jesus.
2. Attempt the definition of a miracle in your wast

3.3. 4 The Word

We talk about the word in two ways; Christ and Bilele. First, Jesus
Christ. Our clearest knowledge of God comes throtlglhword. Jesus
Christ is the personification of God’s word (JoHiif: Rev. 19:13).

Jesus Christ is God’'s word made in the flesh thadl among us
(John1:18;12:45; 14: 9-11).

Secondarily, the word is also written down in thibl8&. In the Bible we
find an infallible guide to the knowledge of GodetYt must be realized
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that the Bible is not a source book for an acadestudy about God.
His is because “knowing” God in biblical language much more
than an intellectual or perceptual understandingsofl. In the Bible
to “know” God means to acknowledge him as Lord aadior. It
means to have a living relationship with him (P6:1®; Dan. 11:32;
Hos. 6:6;2 Peter 1:5,8). It is therefore not swipg that the Bible
does not speak of itself as a source book of infétion about God
but rather as a book written to leadman into angwielationship with
God (John 20:31; Rom. 10:17; 2Tim.3:15-17). It islyo this way
that one can really “know” God. In the Bible wevhaGod’s
revelation to Israel and to the early Church reedrébr all time. Not
everything God and his Son have said and done@ded in Scripture
(Jn. 20:30; 21:25). But as John tells us, what basn written is
recorded in order that you might believe and “byidweng you may
have life in his name”_(20:31). This clearly rexe#the purpose of the
God'’s written revelation, it is to bring the readérGod’s Word to faith
and eternal life. The process by which God’s speeieelation was put
in the Bible is known asnscripturation. When we speak of God's
special revelation being inscripturated it mears the Bible itselfis
God'’s revelation. Although the Bible is a recordwiat the various
Bible authors have heard and observed (Hab; 2:Jn. 1:1), these
authors were themselvesnspired in such a way that what they
recorded became the Word of God. We shall talk alimpiration
soon in details.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. From what you have just read, what is the psepad the Bible?
2. What were the sources of the Bible authors?

40 CONCLUSION

Special revelation is different from general retiela in many

ways, however, they are also linked in many waysnésal revelation
lays the ground for special revelation and spe@aélation helps us to
understand general revelation better. While geneeafelation has
many deficiencies special revelation does not. Twe revelations

come to us because of the loving grace of God. Ga&l chosen to
reveal himself to us in many to show the extenhisflove. He wants
everyone to have the opportunity of knowing him.

5.0 SUMMARY

As you can see, special revelation is the secomldnamst important

aspect of God’s revelation. Special revelationas for all persons but

only for the elect. The main focus of special ratieh is to lead
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humanity to salvation. Special revelation has cdm®ugh various
means such as: Theophanies— God appearancespergun of Christ,
in his glory, and through natural occurrences. eBlicommunication—
this God speaking through dreams, visions, andetsist, Urium and
Thumuim.  Miracles—these were performed by progphé&hrist and
the apostles. The Word—the include the Bible andisChvho is the
living word.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What is the meaning of Special revelation?
2. How does General revelation differ from spewaklation?
3 Discuss the Models of special revelation.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The last unit ended with the discussion of onehef modes of special
revelation, the word. This unit is devoted to thecdssion of the word
in details especially the reliability and authoriof the Bible. The
Bible was written by human authors. These authorstavunder the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. In writing the Bibléhe authors were
allowed to employ their culture, professional ternfenguage, and
different styles to convey the message of God. This will also give

various proofs for the doctrine of inspiration fraine Bible.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

explain the biblical concept of inspiration

state the biblical support for the doctrine of imgpon

identify the key verses that testify to the doarof inspiration
state the importance of the doctrine of inspiration

know the difference between inspiration and illuatian
explain the biblical concept of inerrancy

state the relationship between inspiration, imayainfallibility.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Meaning of Inspiration

Of all the models of revelation, the Bible is mucloser to us. We
believe it is the word of God and it is by inspivat that the Bible is
the word of God. Inspiration simply the “supernatuinfluence of
the Holy Spirit upon the Scripture writers whichnders their
writings an accurate record of the revelation orcwiresulted in what
they wrote actually being the word of God” (Ericksd99). It is the
supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit on those weceived special
revelation from God as they wrote the Bible. Thiougspiration the
Bible conveys the truths that God wants his pedpleknow and
thereafter communicate to the world at large. Theressity of
inspiration is that God does not repeat his reimiatto every
person. As such there is every need to preservd wha revealed
to the use of the future generations. In sum, mspn is what
preserves the revelation of God especially the iapeevelation which
Is the Bible. Inspiration helps us to relay on theith God
communicated with the first recipients. The retiela of God and
inspiration go together.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Summarise the importance of inspiration as conthime the above
paragraph.

3.2  Testimony of Inspiration

The Bible gives testimony about its inspirationelts 2Pet.1:20-21
says, “first of all you must understand this, thed prophecy of
Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretatibacause no prophecy
ever came by the impulse of man, but men movedhleyHoly Spirit
from God.” Here Peter is affirming that the Bilid@as divine origin
and it was not produced by the decision or willntdn. That is to say
that the impetus which led to their writings waenir the Holy Spirit.
Paul writes Timothy that “All Scripture is God-btkad” (or “inspired,”
2 Tim. 3:16). Elsewhere Paul identifies his procdsion to the
Corinthians as “words taught by the Spirit,” antetehe writes them,
“Christ is speaking through me” (1 Cor. 2:13;2 Cb8:3). Writing to
the Thessalonians Paul commends them for acceptingords as “the
word of God” (1 Thess. 2:13).

Inspiration was also the way by which God spokeupgh the O.T.
prophets, so that they could proclaim: “Thus ségsltORD” and “The
word of the LORD came to me” (e.g. Ezek. 25:1, 3,86 12, 13,
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15). They also wrote at the direct command of GBd. (17:14; Is.
8:1; Dan. 12:4). Christ and his apostles clearyarded the writings
of the prophets and other O.T. authors as the Wb@od (Mt. 15:4;
Heb. 3.7, 1 Pet.1:11, etc.).

SELF- ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

In the time of Christ, what was the part of the |Bithat regarded as
the Scriptures?

3.3  Other support for Inspiration

There are also proofs for the inspiration of thewN&estament.
When Christ was here on earth, he promised to gisedisciples the
Holy Spirit who will lead them in all truth. In Jah14:26, Christ said
“But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fatheill send in

my name, he shall teach you all things, and brimgy your

remembrance all | said to you.” Again Christ sdidttthe words of
the apostles have the same authority with his wfrd&e 10:16). In 2
Peter 3:16, Peter affirms that the letters of Plaelong to the Bible.
Paul also claimed divine authority of his wrggas we see in
Gal.1:8.

Others find support of inspiration in the fact thmmbre that 600 Old
Testament prophecies and types are fulfilled in New Testament
and in the organic unity of the Bible. The conteatsthe Bible also
testify to its unity.

Inspiration means what the Bible says about théheand history is

completely trustworthy. It means that the entirdl&ihas prophetic
authority. Inspiration talks about God himself. tilks about his

greatness and intelligence by which he is ableotormaunicate himself
to human beings. God is the Creator of the worldl msan and because
of this he knows everything about the world and mintherefore

follows that whatever he has communicated aboutntia® and the

world through divine revelation is true and accerat

In Inspiration God over-ruled human limitations and sinful biases
that those writers of the Bible were able to wnthat God wanted
them to write correctly. The Holy Spirit guided théhoughts so that
what they wrote is able to accomplish its intendbpkctives.

The writers were not completely or totally passiwer in an
unconscious state. Their distinctive style and gssions language
stands out clearly in their writings. Example, Lukeas a Medical
Doctor and he used medical terms not found in theragospels.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. List two types and Old Testament prophecie§llad in the
New Testament.

2. One of the sentences above reads “what thie Bdys about the
earth is completely trustworthy.” What does thel8ibsay about
the earth?

3.4 Importance and Necessity of Inspiration

Inspiration is what makes the Bible the waf God and gives it
its authority. Like Christ, we must hold the Scuigs in high esteem.
Christ repeatedly cites the O.T. as stating Godls far man. Christ

tells us his own words are a fulfilment, and naeplacement of the
O.T. teachings (Mt. 5:17). He taught that not ad'yor tittle” (the

smallest characters in Hebrew writing) would dissgpfrom the law
until all was fulfilled (Matt.5:18). He also told suthat “Scripture
cannot be broken” (Jn. 10:35).

When the Roman Church began to deny #oéhority of Scripture
and replace it with the authority of the Pope amel Roman Church,
the Reformers responded by formulating the doctointhe perfections
of Scripture. These perfections are tlefficiency, clarity andnecessity
of Scripture. By this they meant that the Scripsuses_sufficient to lead
us to Christ, that they are clear enough for evegyim understand the
main teachings without the help of a priest, arat the_need them to
grow in faith. The Roman Catholic Church of thoseysd denied all
of these. They allowed only priests to read Bildbesause they said
the book would lead untrained people astray.

Today the doctrine of thenecessity of Scripture is denied in some
Pentecostal churches which teach that people doneetl the Bible
when they are led by the Holy Spirit. We do indeexkd to be led
by the Spirit, but the work of the Spirit is to pels understand God'’s
word, not to replace it. This role of the Holy Spiis called
illumination (Ps. 143:10; Col. 1:9; the wordillumination means “to
shine upon” or “to make clear”). The Holy Spiritetonot add to the
Words of Scripture, but explains them. He was denpoint us to
Christ, the Word of God (Jn. 1:1;15:26).

The doctrine of the Holy Scripture is one of they ka#octrines of
the Bible. It governs the Christian’s approachlt@ther doctrines.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Can you summarize the importance of the Samgtas stated in
the above paragraph?
2. What is the relationship between the Word dwedHoly Spirit?

3.5 Inerrancy

The fact of inspiration leads to inerrancy and liifaity of the
scriptures. It makes the Bible/Special revelatidnGod dependable,
authoritative and authentic. Inerrancy is the dfethat the Bible is
fully true in all its teaching or affirms and inl @f this it is without
admixture of error. This extends to the areas ath bleistory and
science. It does not hold that the Bible has a amynpurpose to present
exact information concerning history and sciencel herefore, the use
of popular expressions,approximations and phenomeEmeyuage is
acknowledged and is believed to fulfill the reqment of truthfulness.
Apparent discrepancies, therefore, can and mudtammonized. The
term inerrancy is used synonymously with infalilgii The word
Infallibility simply means “not liable to fail in @ieving its purpose”
(Bavick 601). It means the writings of the Biblee aaffective in
conveying liable ideas.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What does the Bible say that can be considesemce?
2. It is important to get used to the word “infaility.” Check the
word from any dictionary and find out its meaning.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The study of the doctrine of inspiration is to hggu know more about
the nature of the Bible. The doctrine tells us hibe Bible was written,
the authority behind it, and the value of the Bitdeus. It assures us of
the reliability of the biblical materials, be thapout history or science.
This doctrine naturally leads to the doctrine ofermancy. It
explains why the Bible has no errors and can kstdclin its fullness.

5.0 SUMMARY

The aim of this unit was to expose you to how Gaodlantook the
project of writing the Bible. God used human beingswriting the
Bible. These men were filled with the Holy Spirithav enabled them
to write God’'s word. The role the Holy Spirit plalenakes the
Bible the word of God and not human. It is becanisthe role of the
Holy Spirit that the Bible is a living book and book that is able to
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achieve the purpose for which it was written. Mmark of the Holy
Spirit did not stop with inspiration; he is now \Worg with us in the
reading and understanding of the Bible. This is twis called
ilumination.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What is your understanding of the doctrinenspiration?

2. Give the Old and New Testament support for dbetrine of
inspiration

3. Account for the importance and necessity of doetrine of
inspiration.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In unit three we took time to explain the doctriokinspiration, its
necessity and its importance. This unit will leadhe different theories
propounded by orthodox and liberal theologians. &ainthe theories
authentic the authority of the Bible while othersdarmine the biblical
message. Some of these theories even though ascomided biblical
support while some are based on mere philosopbdedlctions. The
main aim of the doctrine of inspiration is to digfuish the Bible from
other books and show that it is the real word oti@Gobis reliable and
trustworthy. You will notice that organic inspimai is the only correct
theory among these theories. It should also bednthat what is
presented here is by no means exhaustive.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o identify the different theories of inspiration paoged in the
history of the Church

o identify the deficiencies of the various theories

o know the personality, style, profession, culturetoé writers
that are reflected in their writings

o To state a few elements of truth in the wrong tiesor
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Theories of Inspiration

When you look in the Bible, it is not explicit orow the writers were
inspired. There are indications that sometimes @atibly dictated his
words to the writers. In Exodus 4: 12, God saidMoses, “Now

therefore go, and | will be with your mouth and deayou what

you should speak.” In many places God told his petg and leaders,
these are the things you shall tell the people @E%019:3-6; Num.
7:8, 9). God said to Jeremiah,“take a scroll andtewon it all the

words that | have spoken to you against Israeldmhh and all the
nations .... Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son efiaN, and

Jeremiah dictated all the words the Lord has spdkehim, Baruch

wrote them on the scroll” (Jer. 36:4).

There are many theories of inspiration, some ofmtrege dynamic,
mechanical or dictation, partial, intuition @ational, illumination
or mystical, verbal, and plenary.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
3.2 INTUITION

The proponents of this theory appeal to a high eegf insight on

the side of the authors. They claim that the asthegre endowed with
a permanent high gift which enabled them to wiite Bible. According

to them, the Jews had a high religious gift juke Ibther people are
found with a high gift of Language or
Mathematics. On the basis of this, it can be cadeduthat the Bible

writers were not different from great religious mand philosophers
such as Plato, Aristotle, Buddha, Gandhi, just émtion but a few. The
Bible is therefore about the religious experienmethe Jews.

God in involved only by endowing the writers witkethigh gift but this

is not special because he does the same to otlogiepeThis view

is the view of liberal Christian.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. In ordinary day language, what do we mean by word
intuition?

2. Among the religious groups and persons you kmowligeria,
which or who can you say have high religious gift?

3. Who are the liberals in a theological sense?
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3.3 Mechanical Inspiration

The doctrine ofinspiration does not mean that God used the Bible
authors in much the same way that a modern autes a typewriter or
computer. They say God used the authors as onedwsal a machine.
This view, called mechanical inspiration, regatus authors were mere
passive instruments in the writing of their booR&/hile this view
recognises the divine origin of God's Word, it doest take into
account the fact that all the Bible authors showrteds other than their
writing skills. David was a poet, Solomon was aesdghilosopher),
Luke a historian and Medical Doctor, and Paul eolibgian. These
abilities are clearly reflected in some of theioks. Every author has
his own style of writing, and often their very pemnalities are reflected
in what they write.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What books or portions in the Bible can be atteluto David and
Solomon?

3.4  Dynamic Inspiration

Dynamic inspiration holds that it was the authdmst not their books,
that were inspired. This position makes them lobkhe Bible as a
book containing errors and mistakes. Those who hibid view
readily depart from the teaching of the Bible. Thhey may argue
that today we need not agree with Paul's condemmnatof
homosexuality (Rom. 1:26, 27) because the book waken in a
different time. They go on to argue that, since Wwe nearly 2000
years later, we know more about homosexuality tharBible.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What do you think the proponents of this theoryl wdy concerning
what Christ said in Matt. 5: 18 “I tell you the tiny until heaven and
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not ¢lastlstroke of pen, will
by any means disappear from the Law until everghirs
accomplished?”

3.5 Organic Inspiration

The position defended by most Evangelicals is thét organic
inspiration. God acted on the writers in an orgavay so that there was
connection between the contents of their writingl &meir own inner
being. This view holds that each Bible book refieitte character, style,
gifts and cultural context of its human author. Tipersonal
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characteristics of the authors are closely matafesn the contents of
their writings. For example Paul writes as aidab thinker while
James writes as a practical person. At the same tinbelieves that
every Bible book is fullyinspired, in the sense that God’s Spirit led
the human authors to write in such a way that éselting text can be
fully identified as the Word of God. It is God sgeway to us in the
words of men.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Can you list down the different styles of wrgs found in the
Bible?
2. What were the cultural contexts of the New aewnt Era?

Identify one for the Gospels and another for Adtthe Apostles
and Paul’s Epistles.

3.6 Partial Inspiration

This view teaches that not all of the Bible is insg@. The
proponents of this view teach that parts of theldibd-or example,
the Sermon on the Mount and the moral teachingsieder, when the
Bible speaks of the historical facts of creatidme flood, the story that
Jonah was swallowed by a whale, and the like inadé without
mistakes. The opposite of this Fenary Inspiration which teaches
that both the moral truths and the historical facisthe Bible are
infallible and constitute great doctrines of théIBi

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What do we mean by the moral teachings of €hris
2. List four other historical facts in the Bibleher than the ones
mentioned above: Two in the Old and two in the N@stament.

3.7  Subjective Inspiration

This view was taught by Karl Barth and Brunner. yh&aid the Bible

Is not objectively inspired. They claim that thetpe the Bible inspired

is that which speaks to individual soul and heRar example, if you

read the Gospel of John and it touches you thén iiispired for you.

By this view, the criterion for Biblical inspiratiois not found in the
Bible itself but it is found in the subjective resize of the reader. In
order words, this view denies the infallibility tfe Bible.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Read Luke 24: 30-32 and Acts 2:37 and explain whiattheory means.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

The various theories in this unit reveal human leeattempts to
understand what God is doing. They also reved tinay are many
people even in the Christian circle who do not tties Bible serious.
Such people teach that the biblical authors wratbout supernatural
help and the Bible is just like any other ordinéagok. Such thinking
undermines the authority and trustworthiness of Bilde. What is
clear from biblical testimony is that whatever tBéle teaches is
infallible.

5.0 SUMMARY

The Bible is a book that testifies about itselftdlis us that the Holy
Spirit inspired those who wrote it. However, tHgible does not
mention the method of inspiration and it is thisence that has led to
the different theories of inspiration. The summafyhese theories is as
follows:-Intuition—the authors wrote the Bible besa of the
special gifts they had. Mechanical—the authors wesed as
machines or computers.

Dynamic—the Holy Spirit wrote through the authoestial—not all of
the Bible is inspired only some parts. Subjectiveis-the passage that
speaks to you that is inspired.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Differentiate between Mechanical and Dynamieoties of
inspiration.
2. Discuss the Organic theory of inspiration.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last two units we were dealing with the doet of

inspiration which is about God working through thethors who
wrote the Bible. The Bible has its reliability frothis doctrine. This
unit leads you to discover the methods God usecbitomunicate his
message to the authors and the general audientsemEthod is rooted
in the nature of God. As we have already mentio&al] is Spirit, not
human like us, and more than we can describe ardérstand.
However, he has allowed us to describe him in @nmglage and
understanding. This method also reveals our stgndiefore God.
Humans are feeble and far inferior to God. If heslaot come to our
level we will not understand him.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o explain the term anthropomorphism
o identify the body parts that we use to describe God
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o identify the human emotions and actions that webaite to God
also

o state human  offices and positions attributeGad

° explain Progressive Revelation

) give examples of progressive revelation.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Principle of Accommodation

We have earlier mentioned the principle of accomamioth in passing.
It is important that we discuss it details becaitsés one of the
important aspects of God’s revelation to humaniBrinciple of
accommodation is the description of God in the wahgt we can
understand. It is basically God coming down to hantevel. It is
describing God in earthly and human relations. Aswvas earlier
mentioned this is what is also called Anthropom@aphwhereby we
use human language and describe God as if he wéreman being
or as if he were something we are used to. Anthraphism comes
from two Greek wordsanthropos for man andmorphos for shape or
form. It means thinking about non- human thoughthuman form.
Anthropomorphism is scattered and found throughiet Bible. We
attribute the characters that pertain to humans eweh to other
creatures as well as non-living things to God.

SELF- ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
How is anthropomorphism part of God’s revelation?
3.1.1 Examples of Human Faculties and Body Parts

The following are examples that talk about God asifg human
faculties, body parts, sensations, affections, acttbns. We read that
God has a soul and Spirit (Lev. 26:11; Matt.12:28pd also has
physical organs such as face (Exodus 33:20, 23f.M&t10), eyes
(Ps.17:8; Hebrews 4:13); eyelids (Ps.11: 4); agblan eye (Ps 17:8;
Zac. 2:8); ears (Ps. 55:3); nose (Deut.13:10); mdteut. 8:3); lips
(Job 11:5); tongue (Isa. 30:27); neck (Jer.18:1fif)ger (Exd. 8:19);
arm (Exod.15:12); hands (Num. 11:23) right handd(E%:12); heart
(Gen. 6:6) intestines (Isa. 63:15); bosom (Ps.7Ahd feet (Isa. 66:1).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What do we mean when we talk about God’s riigtmd?
2. What are the other body parts that can bebatéd to God
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that are not mentioned here?
3.1.2 Examples that Attribute Human Emotion and Acion to God

There are many other verses that attribute humaatiemto God
such as rejoicing (Isa. 62:5); sorrow (Ps.78:4Qjefg(Ps. 95:10);
provocation (Jer.7:18-19); mercy, compassion, grand others like he
has zeal, is jealous, repents, hates, has wrathisarevengeful (Deut.
32:11; 16:22;32:35; Ps. 2:5). There are also othenan actions that
are attributed to God; investigation (Gen. 18:28arching (Ps.7:9);
knowing (Gen.3:5); intending (Gen.50:20); forgegtifSam. 1:11);
remembering (Gen. 8:1) speaking (Gen.2:16); alliRom. 4:17);
commanding (Isa. 5:6); rebuking (Ps. 18:1%)sweering (Mal.2:14);
resting (Gen.2:2); working (John 5:17); seeing (G&®); hearing
(Exod.2:24); smelling (Gen. 8:21); testing (Ps.5);4itting (Ps. 9:7).
Others are arising, going, coming, walking, meetiwigiting, passing,
abandoning, writing, binding, sealing, engravingijkeg, chastising,
working, healing, killing and making alive, wipingjashing, cleansing,
anointing, adorning, clothing, crowning, girdinggstiroying, inflecting,
judging, condemning, etc.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What are the things that can lead to God’svarg?
2. From above, do you think that we do here otheaffect God? If
Sso, in what way?

3.1. 3 Examples of God as Having Occupation, Offic@osition

There are various others that denote certain oticupaoffice, and
position. This include bridegroom, (Isa. 61:10)man (Isa. 54:5-6),
a father (Deut.32:6); a judge, king, warrior, migltero, an architect,
builder, shepherd, gardener, and physician. Thé&Rilso describe God
as having aseat, throne, footstool, rod, scemptegpon, bow, arrows,
shield, chariot, banner, book, seal, treasure ritdmee, etc.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

If God is the bridegroom, who is his bridesr?aid

What has God done that he is called 1, a wa2Zii@n architect
builder 4, gardener?

Which of the books can be called God'’s book?

Wwwn =
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3.1.4 Examples Comparing God with Non-Living Things

He is also expressed in terms of living and nomgvthings. For
example, he is compared to a lion, the sun, morrsteg, light, a
lamp, fire, spring or fountain, food, bread, watemtment, a rock,
refuge, a tower, a stronghold, a shadow, a roéeinale, etc.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What does God do to be compared to 1, a loin 8cla 3, spring?
3.2 Progressive Revelation

Progressive revelation has to do with the nature @&bd’'s
revelation. It simply means that God’'s revelatidnhess redemptive
plan for humanity, revelation of himself, and hislivis gradual. It
means to say that later developments weigh hedlvér earlier ones
and later developments were much clearer and mume mivid than
earlier ones. God gradually lifted the veil oves Iplans and reveals
them in stages. It also means that the earlierlaggas were in
anticipative or transient forms while the later wen the final and
fulfilled forms.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What was the most important thing that the peaplie Old Testament
anticipated?

3.2 1 The Maternal Promise

There are many examples of Progressive revelatiorthe Bible.

Progressive revelation is understood better by gkesn Let us take a
look at the redemption plan for humanity. We fie tplan beginning
in Gen.3:15. This is known as the maternal promidas maternal

promise already contains in principle the whole nplaf salvation.

This plan is then gradually developed by meansypéd, symbols,
ceremonial laws and Scriptural teachings. Thelavi@d Testament
points forward to Christ. The New Testament tells af the great
redemptive act of Christ in the four records oé thospel (Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John). The book of Acts of the Apesstells us of the
early history of the Church. The Epistles expldia great redemptive
acts of Christ (Death and resurrection). The booRevelation portrays
for us the final consummation of the great salvatibherefore, we see
that the plan of redemption is progressive in tiideB
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What can you see in Gen. 3:15 that marks thginbig of
God'’s plan for salvation?

2. Mention a few types and a few symbols that fpart of God’'s
plan of salvation.

3.2.2 The Birth of Jesus Christ

Related to this is the birth of Christ. Again Geéhl5 mentions the
fact that a saviour will be born. Moses talks abibuh Deut. 18. The
promise is revealed to Abraham. Among the prophielteecame clear
that he will be born from the tribe of Judah frommetlinage of

David. Isaiah tells us that Christ will be born awirgin and Micah

tells us that Christ will be born in Bethlehem. tine New Testament
the event itself took place. Christ was born byanad virgin in

Bethlehem the city of David.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. In what way was the birth of Christ revealed Abraham?
Read Gen. 12: 2, 3.

2. Read Isaiah 7: 10-14 and summarize the vitgith story
recorded there.

3. Do you see any similarities between that stmyg the one of
Jesus Christ.

3.2.3 The Sacrificial System

The OId Testament sacrifices were clearly pointmghe sacrifice of
Christ on the cross. Various sacrifices werkered in the Old
Testament. There were daily sacrifices offeredhia tourt. Incense
were offered twice daily in the outer tent while thigh priest offered
an animal sacrifice once a year in the holy of él{Heb. 9:1-10).
Sacrifices were to achieve forgiveness and atonefoesinners. In the
New Testament, Christ offered an atoning sacriicee and for all. His
sacrifice brought an end to the sacrificial syseerd marked a fulfilled
of the whole idea behind sacrifices.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
1. What is the event in Christ’s life that is colesed his sacrifice?

2. Read Hebrews 7:11-26 and make a comparative cofiethe
Old Priests and their sacrifices with that of Chris
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3.2.4 Sermons on the Mount

The Sermon on the mount portrait development abuardoctrines and
teachings. Christ is here taking the disciples #m&l new Christian
community to another plane. By Christ saying, “Ybave heard it
was said to the men of old...but | say to you” (M&t.21, 27, 33,
38, 43), he was making statements of the essendbeotioctrine to
replace earlier usage and understanding. ltclear from biblical
history that marriage for example has undergonelmdevelopment.
When there were few people on earth people martiedr close
relatives as the population increased abolishede Tssue of how
many wives one has to marry has also underdemelopment in the
Bible. Likewise the issue of divorce.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Read Mat. 5: 31-32 and show the developmedivairce.
2. Read again Matthew 5 -7 and list the teachamgisthe doctrines
that Christ gave them new interpretation.

3.2. 5 The Doctrine of Resurrection

The doctrine of resurrection is also found in théd Oestament,
however, the meaning, anticipation, and better tstdeding of the
doctrine is found in the New Testament. Fewse®&sr in Psalms
make references to the doctrine without mentignt by name. The
Old Testament saints are expecting deliverance fdeath or sheol.
David says “But God will redeem my life from theage, he will surely
take me to himself” (Ps.49:15). In Ps.17:1%)e tPsalmists is
confident that he will be in the presence of Godewlne awakes. “As
for me, | shall behold they face in righteousnedsen | awake, | shall
be satisfied with beholding thy form.” All theserses do not clearly
affirm bodily resurrection. In another verse (P§: 8-10), David is
talking about the assurance of salvation. Peter Radl quote this
passage in Acts and interpret it as a predictio@laist’s resurrection.
The first to allude to bodily resurrection is IdaidBut your dead will
live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in théust, wake up and
shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the mioigy the earth will
give birth to her dead” (lsaiah 26:19). ProphB@aniel goes further
and talks about resurrection of believers anghbelievers and
the fate of each group. Then we havevitid version of the
dry bones by Ezekiel showing the process of restiome (Ezek.37).
Jesus and the New Testament testified, witnessed, taught the
resurrection. When Jesus was addressing the Seeklugho dined
the resurrection of the dead, he made it cleartti@t deny it because
of their lack of knowledge of the Old Testamenticres. “Now
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about the dead raising, have you not read in tlok lod Moses, in the
account of the bush, how God said to him, ‘I am @ of Abraham,
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob?’ He is het God of the
dead, but of the living” (Mark12:24-27). The ter of Hebrews
applauded Abraham fro believing that God has thétyalo raise the
dead (Heb.11:29). In the Gospels the resurrectiddhoist and others
happened. The Epistles move beyond the witnesssuirrection to the
importance of it to the Christian faith.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Describe the process of Resurrection foundziekE37.
2. Read 1 Corinthians 15 and note the importaotethe
doctrine of Resurrection to believers.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The discussion of the principle of accommodatiord gmogressive
revelation are meant to help you understand thiechlbmaterials better.
The use of human language to describe God doesfieat God's

dignity nor make him equal with humanity. Thesengjs are just
metaphors and attempt to describe what God means @ we wish

him to be for us. Progressive revelation on theotrand shows God’s
wisdom in dealing with feeble humans.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit we have surveyed the methods of Goeigelation. Again

the methods show us the nature of God and thatmiahity as well as
God’s love and desire to have communion with hutyati is because

of this love and desire that God has chosen to ddwaself to human

level. In revealing himself to us, God used theyleage and adopt the
methods that are appropriate and suit our undetistgn

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

What do we mean by the principle of Accommaut&2i

Discuss the Maternal Promise.

Narrate the progressive revelation of the ftAesus Christ.
Beginning from the OIld Testament, discuss hovodG
gradually disclosed the doctrine of resurrection.

rwONE
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MODULE 3 OTHER MEANS OF REVELATION:
ATTRIBUTES, NAMES AND IMAGES

INTRODUCTION

This module deals mostly with other means of Godiglation. These
means are human ways of talking about and desgrildod. They

reveal the characteristics, qualities, essence tlaadvay God exists to
himself and relates to humans. What you see hapgemere is as a
result of man’s knowledge of God. This knowledgs Baable man to
describe, name and compare God with things of iomathuman

activities, qualities of animate and inanimate ¢isinand human culture.
These means reveal human closeness to God, winainsuvant God to
be for them, and the relationship between God amaams.

The Textbooks for this module are Reformed DogmsatiGod and
Creation by Herman Bavick, Systematic Theology muis Berkhof,

and Christian Theology by Millard Erickson. You céind the in

libraries of theological seminaries across Nigelau can purchase
them at ACTS in Theological College of Northern &lig, Bukuru,

Jos.

Unit 1 Classification of the Attributes of God

Unit 2 Attributes belonging to the Essence andtexice of God
Unit 3 Attributes relating to God’s Life

Unit 4 Names of God

Unit 5 Images of God

UNIT 1 CLASSIFICATION OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Definition of Attributes
3.2 Incommunicable and Communicable Attribute&ofl
3.3 Absolute and Relative Attributes of God
3.4 Natural and Moral Attributes of God
3.5 Immanent or Intransitive and Eminent or Transi
3.6  Explanation of Immanent and Transcendent
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor- Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit continues with another important aspett tibe God's
revelation called the attributes of God. Attributels us who God is and
how he relates to his creatures. Attributesuslthat God exists apart
from humanity and the world. He has qualities thatnans do not
have and has freely chosen to share some of thétiegawith
human beings. The implication of this is that Geamhts human beings
to be like him in some measure. This is why heatad man in his
image. God has many attributes and we will noabke to discuss all
of them here. This unit will attempt to classifyhd classification here
IS by no means exhaustive. You may meet differéagsifications in
other books.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o defines God through his attributes
understand what we mean by qualities or charatteatGod
identify the qualities that we share with God ahdse that God
does not share with us

o identify the attributes that God employs to relatbumanity
) identify the moral and non-moral qualities of God
o explain God’s transcendent and immanent.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Definition of Attributes

Besides what is revealed in the names the Bible edseals other
characteristics of God. These characteristics aeally calledthe
divine attributes. Some of these attributes are found in a weaker
form in human beings made in the likeness of Gothef3 belong

to God alone. Attributes of God are qualities adGwvhich constitute
what he is; they are characteristics of his natugermanent qualities

of God — objective characteristics — part of hisyugature, his being, his
essence.

It is basing on the attributes that the Westmin§atechism defines

God by saying “God is a spirit, infinite, eternaldaunchangeable, in his
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodnasd,truth.”
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

The Westminster Catechism is the statement of faith the
Presbyterian Church. What is the Confessional decunof your
Church?

Classification of Attributes

Many scholars have attempted the classificatiorthef attributes of
God. Below is a discussion of some of the classifns.

3.1 Incommunicable and Communicable Attributes

The incommunicable are those that find no analoggreatures. These
are the ones that God has to himself alone and doeshare with

humans. These include self- existence, infinitymimtability, oneness,
aseity, simplicity, immensity etc. The communilttributes are
those that find analogy in the creatures. Thaiges God has given
us too, so to say; even though the measure thaethee found in
God to some extend and as Christians we are tvestt them,

for example; Holiness, righteousness, mercy, gossinspirituality,

intellectuality etc.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

List any other quality of God that you think merashit to some extent
not listed above.

3.2 Absolute and Relative

Absolute refers to the essence of God as considgertself. God

in himself, apart from others. God is the absolséng and is the
ultimate ground of existence. He is the infinittepwho does not exist
iIn any necessary relations, because he is seltguft, but He is also
relative. For he can freely and does freely emtén various relations
with his creatures. Absolute attributes include If-egistence,
immensity, and eternity. Relative includes omegance and
omniscience, God is everywhere with us, knows a&s$ svhatever we
do.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

List the kinds of relationships you think God hathwiis creatures.
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3.3 Natural and Moral

Natural belong to the very constitutional natureGafd, that these are
original in God. Such as self-existence, simplicinfinity etc. Moral

refers to those that qualify God as a moral beinguch as

truth,goodness, mercy, justice, holiness etc. 8szeof the several
objections raised in connection with the word NakuiThat all the

attributes are original in God) others prefers &l enoral and non-
moral attributes.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Who can you classify as a moral being?
2. In what ways does your ethnic group show timeirality?

Immanent or Intransitive and Eminent or Transitive

Immanent refers to those that do not go forth gperate outside of the
divine essence, but remain immanent — i.e. sprgadmly within the

Godhead. There are immensity, simplicity, eterrdgtg. Immanent
refers to those that go forth and producteces eternal to God
such as omnipotent, benevolence, justice, etc.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What is the importance of attributes like omnipoteand
omnipresence of God to us?

3.5 Explanation of Immanent and Transcendent

Other terms which are used to describe God are hantaand
Transcendent. Transcendent — God is other thamyteugy in
creation, he is distinct, separated from the woth&, is exalted,
independence of the creation. In simple terms Gmntains a
distance from his creation and superior to it inngnasignificant
ways. God is sitting upon a throne, high anddiftg — Isaiah 6:1-5;
55:8-9; 57:15; Ps. 113:3-6; John 8:23.Immanent d @resence and
activity in nature, humanity and history. He isiuamsally and
providentially involved. Immanent means nearnessod is immanent
in the lives of his people, God dwells in them &s holy temples.
Christians become more like God in thoughts andomstas they
continue to live in his presence. On the otherdha@od is present
to the unrighteous in a different way. Jer. 2323ys he is every
where in the universe. Paul says “In him we Im®ve and have our
being” (Acts 17:27, 28). It should be noted thay axtreme position
on any of these two terms is very dangerous aru$leaheresy.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. In this study, we have mentioned two views tidantify God
with the creation.

2. What are these views?

3. Read Isaiah 55: 8-9 and note down the waysGbdtis different
from his creation.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In the study of the attributes of God we see thermeaof God, the way
humanity has to approach him, and how we shoukl dur lives. The
attributes teach us that God is far removed fromyes he is near
and approachable. He is involved in the activibéshis world, he is
in control of the history, and his presence is ifi@lhuman lives. This is
against Deism which we have described earlieri;igtudy.

5.0 SUMMARY

Human beings understand things better when theyable to define
them. Attributes are definitions of God. They te$l who he is and how
he relates to his creatures. The classificatiothefattributes in the unit
is to help you see the dual nature of God. Thabatis tells us that
God does not need the creation to exist for hetexkighen there was
no creation. His relationship with us is voluniari

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What do you understand by communicablend a
incommunicable attributes of God?
2. Attempt the explanation of immanent and trandeet.
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UNIT 2 ATTRIBUTES RELATING TO GOD”S ESSENCE
AND EXISTENCE

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Immutability
3.2 Infinity
3.3  Eternity
3.4  Self-sufficient (Independence)
3.5  Spirituality
3.6  Oneness or Unity of God
4.0 Conclusion
50 Summary
6.0  Tutor- Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit you were introduced to the attrésuof God and their
classification without explaining them. This unggdins the explanation
of each of the attributes. The unit starts with ditieibutes dealing with
God’s essence and existence. Attributes underctitisgory tell us that
God is devoid of change, has not limitations, meliess, independent,
not material, and has unity of being and purpos@mFthem you

can see that there is nothing like God. They alsowsus our

dependence on God, God knowledge of who we are thadhings

we do, and that humans are nothing before Godlarélty humbling

us before God.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

discover the un-changing nature of God

identify the attribute that testifies to the nomikiation of God
understand the real meaning of eternity

show the difference between God’s independence harmdan
independence.

o explain what we mean by the oneness of God.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Immutability:

That God is devoid of change. He is immutable irs lbeing,
perfection, purpose and promises. His knowledge plaths, moral
principles remain forever the same. Improvemendtdeterioration are
not found in God. Ex. 3:14; Pas.102:26 — 28; Held11 12; Jams.
1:17. This should not make God an action less @ounobility).
God has entered into a relationship with human dseifheir actions
sometimes change what is around him but his bemmams the
same. It does not also mean that what we do herse dot affect God
or he does not feel it. God grieves when we sinrdally affected by
what we do. Immutability does not mean God will nodrrect his
people — He will punish them but his plan for thénnot change.
Some of the terms used of God to show change mawpribe
anthropophagic. He is free from becoming fromvghy decay. He is
the absolute being with absolute perfection. See3El4; Ps.102: 26-
28; Isa. 44:4; 48:12; Mal.3:6; Rom. 1:23; Heb. 1171 Jas.1:17.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Look into the history of the Israelites especidligir journey to the
Promised Land. How does this history show that Gaes not change?

3.2 Infinity

That God is free from all limitations. There are Imitations to his

divine being or attributes. He is unlike anythinge experience.
Infinity of God can be thought of in many ways. ksenot limited by

the universe, not confirmed to the world, not inveo, knowledge or
wisdom. a. Space — We cannot limit God to ai@#gr space —
we mean his omnipresence. The question @fhere-ness and
location IS not applicable, God can be fbweverywhere — Ps.
139. In the same way, God should be worshipped/hese.

b. Time — Time does not apply to God, he was leefone began.
We can not ask how old he is, for he was, he islanavill be
— Ps. 90:1-2; Jude 25. God is timeless, he doesgrot or
develop — there are no variations in him. Thisn# to say
that God does not know what is happening with us/.nGod
is conscious of what is happening now, what hapgpeanethe
past and what is going to happen. Also that to,Goé (1) day
is like 1000 years. Very important is that God dtesgs in a
logical order.
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C. Knowledge and Wisdom — His knowledge is immeasie —
Pas.147:5; Prov. 15:3; Matt. 10:29-30. Everything
completely transparent before God, he knows ewveii the has
access to all information — Rom.11:33; Pas. 104:24.

d. Power — Omnipotence. God is to do all thingscivlare proper
objects of his power. The all power quality of Ggdfound in
his nameEl- Shaddai. Gen. 17:1 - The Almighty God. God
has power over nature, history and humans. Heles tabdo all
things that are in accordance with his nature. @ibiess not mean
that God sins or participate in evil.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. The seasons of the year testify to the tfaadt God does things
logically. What other things show that God is |adit

2. The implication of God's omnipresence me&uwl can be
worshipped anywhere. What is the implication of esuience?

3.3  Eternity

Means God is timeless, God exists through endlges &s. 90:2;
102:12; Eph. 3:21. It refers to time that has nd keath backwards and
forwards. He transcends time. Things like pastseme and future do
not apply to him. It means God exists all the timége has no
beginning and has no end. He is beyond temporésliamd relations.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What is the difference between infinity and etefit
3.4  Self- sufficient (Independence)

By self —sufficient we mean God is the originatdrliee and he is

the giver of life to all things. “For as the Fatlnas life in himself, so he
has granted the Son also life in himself’ (Johr6h:2Another verse that
strongly supports this is Acts 17:25, 25. In it Paays, “The God

who made the world and everything in it, being Lafdheaven and
earth, does not line in shrines made by man, nbeiserved by human
hands, as though he needed anything, since he Ihignges to all men

life and breath and everything.” It means God isdependent upon his
creation, but the whole creation is dependent upon. The Bible

testifies that he is the one that provides raindfdor all things, does
not need the advice or counsel of anyone becauseriowledge and
understandings are above he has made (Job 38sall40: 12, -14).
God is independent in his work of redemption. THemate goal of
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the whole work of creation is found in God alone &one has the
power, knows the way and is able to do it.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Job chapters 38 through 40 and Isaiah chaftdredt summary
the self- sufficiency of God. Read these passagdswaat the
authors mean by God’s self- sufficiency.

2. If God is independent in his work of redemptiben it means
human beings have no part to play in their salwatMvhat do
you think about this?

3.5  Spirituality

God is spirit, he is not matter he is found evehere, he is incomplex,
indivisible and unique. He has no body or physeastence. It is this
spirit that was breathed in man to give him lifartPof us is spirit
John 1:8; 4:24; 1 Tim. 1:17;6:15-16.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Name one or two creatures that have spiritual Isodie
3.6  Oneness or Unity of God

This attribute expresses the fullness of God’s dpelinis an attribute of
relation. It first means that even though they Hree persons, yet
God is one (Deut. 6:4; 1Cor. 8:6). It also mearst the attributes of
God do not clash. It means there is no contradiatiohim, in word he

does, says, wills or plans. For example, God'tigasdoes not clash
with his love, nor love and punishment, or electaond reprobation. In
God, there is complete harmonious fullness of lovercy, justice,

compassion, and omnipotence. The unity of God carsden in his
creation, all the three persons were involved m c¢heation, they took
counsel together and it was a complete creationl I&xs a united plan
for the world and humanity. Romans 8:28 tells uat ttAnd we know

that all things work together for good to them tlate God, to

them who are called according to his purpose.”

The unity of God involves humanity in some sense tdis fullness
dwells in us (Col.2:9), he wants his church to bee oas it is
expressed in theTrinity (John 17:21), and therangy in the final
consummation. In the consummation, the angels, tbdeemed
church and the whole creation is united to blessioh, and glorify
God (Rev. 5:13ff).
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What are the ways in which you think the mahyrches we
have today can unite and become one?
2. What is the name for those groups that beirapenGod?

40 CONCLUSION

The lesson we have learnt from discussing thebates of God is that
of God’'s abounding love and grace. While he does meed us to
exist, he chose to create us and he cares for wmyMf the
attributes of God such as omnipresence, omnipotenhiscience are
for human benefits. Through these he cares ancg@sus. Humans
also benefit from attributes such as independemzk aneness. They
assure us that God’'s plan for us will not changd &e will do
whatever he wills.

5.0 SUMMARY

The set of attributes discussed in this unit shbev difference exists
between God and man. They tell us that God is iketrhan. While

God does not change, human beings change. WhensGuut limited

by space, time, knowledge, and power humans nate While God
does not dependent on anything to exist, humanendemn God,
parents, other humans, and the material world tist.exn a similar

way, while God is a unit, humans are made of baat/spirit.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the attribute of immutability.
2. Discuss the various aspects of God infinity.
3 Compare God’s independence and human indepeaden
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UNIT 3 ATTRIBUTES RELATING TO GOD’S LIFE
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Righteousness

3.2  Justice
3.3 Love
3.4 Wisdom

3.5 Holiness
3.6  Other Attributes
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor- Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This third unit continues the discussion of indued attributes of
God. Most of the attributes here are also qualittet God demands
from human beings. God demands righteousnessticqgus love,

wisdom, holiness, truthfulness, and faithfulnéssn human beings.
These things are things that God has and he hag@aisn them to us
in some measure. God’s demand is that humans éxhdse in their
relationship with him, fellow humans, and the c@atIn this unit you

will see the way God use these attributes and thelwmans use them.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

discuss the relationship between righteousnes$alness
explain what holiness means according to 2 Cat4617
state the biblical meaning of justice

differentiate between knowledge and wisdom.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Righteousness

Righteousness is related to the holiness of Gods & mode of his
holiness, it has to do with God’s moral purity. iSFterm commands
adherence to the law. God is not under any law lawt is in the
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very nature of God and his laws are a true expsassi his nature —
Pas.19:7 — 9. God commands only what is right #rat has a
positive effect on the believers who obey — Godsdoa contradict the
laws he has established. He does what is righthineself mean.
Measuring up to the standard of the law — Gen.3;818r. 9:24.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What do you think are the positive effects of tlalio a believer?
3.2 Justice

Justice has to do with God’'s administration of kisigdom in
accordance with his law. God requires all morarag to conform to
his laws.

God judges us according to the law which he hasrgius. He
said he will punish sin and he punishes sin, thmesahing applies
to his promise of faithfulness and steadfast Id\&a judge, he is fair,
he shows no partiality of favoritism. When it isffatult to us to
understand God’s administration of his justice weowd never
conclude he is unjust (Ps.37). Justice of God Ishawt be
evaluated on short-term basis; it may be in this br the life to
come.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What is the difference between the Justice of God the justice
practiced by humans?

3.3 Love

God is love means God is eternally sharing andngivhimself.

God exercised love even before the creation. Taesoms in the
Trinity love themselves. In John 14:31; Matt. 3:[be is seen in
other attributes such as benevolence, grace, nardypersistence. In
benevolence God takes care of his people’s ultimatdare (John
3:16; Deut. 7:7-8). God cares and provides for gesple. In Grace,
he deals with people not basing on their meritavorthiness. It is
dependent on his goodness and generosity. He esgaathing from us
(Eph 1:5-8; 2:7-9; Titus 2:11;3:3). God mercy is kenderhearted,
covering compassion. It is the pitying concernGdd (Pas. 103:13;
Matt. 9:35-36; Mark 6:34). God’s love is persistenbis patience is
without limit. Look at the live of the Israelite§as. 96:15; Rom.
2:4; 9:22; 1 Pet. 3:20).
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

If love means “sharing and giving.” What then hasdGhared or given
us to show his love to us?

3.4 WISDOM

Wisdom is one aspect of knowledge but not the sawe@ though they
are related. Knowledge comes through study whikdain comes from
an intuitive insight into things. Wisdom is praetiavhile knowledge is
theoretical. The wisdom of God is his intelligeraned also has to do
with the fact that he works all things to their egggriate ends. Through
the wisdom of God, the best result of this is pmtl His wisdom is
manifested in the creation (Ps. 19:1-7; 104: 1-84#)aking care of all
things (Ps. 33:10; Rom. 8: 28); and in the redeonptplan and
execution of it (Rom. 11:33; 1Cor.2: 7, Eph. 3:.10)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Check any dictionary and note the difference betwegsdom and
knowledge.

3.5 Holiness

In the OId Testament this is the most prominengnexice to God. The
word “Holy” means to be separated, to be cut. Godbsolutely

distinct from all his creatures and is exalted abdlem in infinite

majesty. In virtue of his holiness he has no compwmwith sin. He

also demonstrates in his moral creatures. We aredllled upon to be
holy, to be separated, to cut off, to withdraw fremmmon ordinary
use (Ex. 15:11). The passage that best descrilee$®is 2 Cor. 6:14
-17.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Read 2 Cor. 6: 14-17 note down what is considemchdss or un-
holiness.

3.6 Others
Truth — God is consistent in all his ways. Eveiwth he does
agree with his nature. He is faithful and trustwgr(John 14:6; 17:3).

Faithfulness — He keeps his promises, he proves toue (Num. 23:19;
Ps.89:2, 1 Thess. 5:24).
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Personality — God is personal. By person we meanis capable of
self- determination. A person is a responsible difean act. It should
be noted that all the members of the trinity goersons. God has
self- cognisance, will, intellect and self-deteration (Exod. 3:14; Gen.
3).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

List any four attributes that we have not discusaad explain them
briefly.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Most of the attributes discussed in this unit éedtler the communicable
attributes of God. That is the ones that humaneesivdh God in some
measure. Believers have some of this attributes different way than

unbelievers. God requires humans to exhibit thdsgbates before

him and their fellow humans. Attributes of Justidove, truth, and

faithfulness are for the good of the society gelherAs God relates to

us in love he also wants us to relate to othersth@advhole creation in
love.

5.0 SUMMARY

Some of the attributes here look similar but ar¢ the same. The
demands and expressions of each differ. For exammgleteousness
deals with keeping the Law. Love is about sharimiip vone another.
Wisdom is intuition and insight while holinesmmeans to be
separated from the common ordinary. Whilehtegusness, justice
and holiness have something to do with the lawe land wisdom do
not. In another sense, we can look at love as ta&lfi For the Bible
talks about the law of love.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What is the difference between God's righteeasrand justice?

2. Show the difference between wisdom and knovédemfdGod.

3 Using 2 Cor. 6: 14-17, define holiness and &ixplthis
attribute of God.
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UNIT 4 GOD’S REVELATION IN HIS NAMES
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1.0 Introduction
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Here we move from the discussion of attributesames of God which
also describe the God. In many cultures are veponiant and convey
a lot of meaning. They contain history, convey autly, relationship
and reputation. Names of God reveal the same thedgsut God.
This unit will look at names of people and placksthe Bible many
of the names given to people and places have $pmeianings and
history. This unit will also look at the names obdand Christ and
explain with these names means for our welfaresaation.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o identify the meaning of the word name

discuss the meaning and reasons of individual namdsplaces
in the Bible

define individual names of God

state the message that the names of God convey
state why the Israelites were not using the nantenvéa.
identify the meanings of the names of Christ.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Meaning of God’'s Names

One of the ways God has revealed himself to humasitthrough

his names. We can say that the revelation of Godxpressed and
conveyed in his specific names. Our knowledge al®od comes
from his names. His names are identical with hisinea Usually, names
are a way of human describing or talking about @oduman terms or
human language. The Hebrew word for name literalgans sign or a
distinguishing mark. The Greek and Latin words fame also mean
sign. A name is a sign of a person bearing it. mB® are

often just (arbitrary) designators for us husjamot definite

descriptions of a person’s history, character @upation. Yet names
are sensitive. The use of a name marks a changelahonship and

names are linked with reputations.

A name reveals the characteristics of a personuallysthere is an
arbitrary connection between a name and the pdysanng it. Names
are personal. It is usually unpleasant when oneseng garbled. A
name stands for a person’s honour, worth and palisp. In earlier
times names had transparent meaning and actuatglesl the identity
of the person or thing.

In the Bible, many names have meaning as well asores why they
were given. Some of these include Eve (Gen. 3:2@)n (Gen. 4:1);
Seth (Gen.4:25); Noah (Gen. 5:29); Babel (G&B); Ishmael
(Gen.16:11); Esau and Jacob (Gen. 25:25-26); M@Besd. 2:10);
and Jesus and Immanuel (Mat.1: 21-23). In the eBibk also have
many people’s names changed in order to act irerdifit capacities.
Those affected in this category include Abrahamn(GE7:5); Sarah
(Gen.17:15); Israel (Gen. 32:28); Joshua (Num.13:1xdidiah (2
Sam.12: 25); Mara (Ruth1.20); and Peter Mk. 3:10).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Read the following verses Gen. 3:20; 25:25&&j Ex. 2:10,
and write down the meanings of these names.

2. Read Gen.17:5; 32:28; Ruth 1:20-22 and Mk &0 find out
the reason why the names of the people involvea wleanged.

3.2 Names Relating to God’s Being

What we have said above is also true about the s@m&od. There is
an intimate link between God and his names. Theesaane given by
God himself and are no means accidental or ariitfElne names are
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part of God’s revelation to mankind. His person&laracters find
expressions in his names such as “I Am. ” His namsmseal his
supreme concreteness and his dignity. His namebigghin and to the
world his glory, honour, his redeeming power, hesvie, and his
relationship. Generally his names describe histioglghip with his
creatures. He enters into relationship with humamds through his
names. The names of God are God himself therefarst mot be
blasphemed, desecrated or used in vain. Ratherrnhusy be invoked,
passed on the next generation, magnified, knowarete exalted,
sought out and sanctified.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Which of the commandments is about the nant&oal?
2. Some of God’s names reveal some relationskigntify those
names and the relationship conveyed by those names.

3.3  Meaning of Jesus’ Names

The names of Jesus also work in the same way. Thegal his

relationship and position in the Trinity, they raléis work, mission,
and relationship to humanity. The names of Jeslgs tig not just to

gain more knowledge about himself but also about.Go They

guarantee the truth of our knowledge of God andodreefits associated
with knowing God and they tell us where to get aabn. In the Bible it

Is clear that salvation is given, miracles are qrenkd, forgiveness is
received, eternal life is given, we become childa&nGod, prayers
are said and heard, baptism is to be done in hitertagether with
the Father and the Holy Spirit and we are to gatred call upon his
name. Some of Christ's names include, Immanuel, paof God,

Lion of Judah, Savior, Messiah, Jesus, Rablacher, Master, Son
of Man, Son of God, and Lord.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Which of the names of Christ reveal his mairssmin in this
world?

2. Briefly explain the following names in relatido the work of
Christ: Immanuel, Rabbi, Son of God, and Messiah.

3. Which of the names above reveal Christ relatigm with the
Father?

3.3 Some Prominent Names of God

The Bible makes it clear that God cannot be knowdesignated and
grasped under a single name. God is many-nameslywawshall discuss
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a few of the prominent names of God.
3.3.11am Who | am

The name means God is the self-existent, selfeseffi and eternal one.
It name emphasizes the ontological natureGofd and sets forth
the faithfulness of God +AM (or will be) who | have been, or | will
be who I will be. It notes the reality ofishbeing against idols,
also the necessary-ness, eternity and unchangeablef his being. It
notes the constancy and certainty of his naturdl, amd word. Note
that the Hebrew, the tense used here in Hebrewssggycomprehends
all times, past, present and future. Self-existeeans he has no origin
and he is not answerable to any one while seltsdficient means
God has no needs and depends on no one.

The namd AM means God is who he is, he is the same yesteraldgy t
and forever. It means God will be what he will deor the Israelites, it
means God will be what he was for their fatherswllé be that now

and remain that for them. He will also be everyghifor his people.

When he used this name for Moses, he meant aldohthas not a
new and strange God but the God of their fatheds tae same way
he was with their fathers he will be with them dhd generations after.
The name reveals his nature and character. He esutithangeable,
faithful, eternal and self-sufficient one. It alsoeveals his

relationship with his people. He will not changehis grace, love and
assistance to his people. He will remain faithtuhts promises.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. In what ways are we dependent on God?
2. Give one or two examples of God'’s faithfulneshis promises.
3.3 2 Yahweh

This name is usually represented only by the coasisnYHWH. It
Is the name that is usually represented by JehoMadn.Jews believed
that God has manifested himself in this name ipecisl way. They
refer to it as the most preeminent, most gloriand God’ proper
name. The name describes the essence of God, thevibo causes
things to be and who bestows life. It was too shaed they were
forbidden to pronounce it. They substituted Adorai it. Adonai
means Lord, Master, the name of God used for Yahwiedn the
proper name of God came to be taught of as tooedatw be
pronouncedHa-adon: Related to Adonai is Ha-adon. The name means
Lord of Lords or Lord of all the earth. It refers God as the ruler to
whom all things are subject and to whom humansgsemelated to as
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servants (Gen. 18:27).
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Who are the group of worshippers that mosthentdy
themselves with Jehovah?
2. Summarise the things that God does under time nahweh.

3.3.3 Elohim

El i the general name for Go or any god. The Hebrewed the
compound namélohim for their God. It means the mighty one and
it speaks of his majesty or plentitude (Gen. 1:25-Zhe name refers
to God as the strong one or the object of dreads Bha plural name
for God. The name is a witness to the doctrinehef Trinity and the
plural also denotes God as the fullness of life poder.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What do we mean when we say God is Plural?
3.3. 4 El Elyon

This Hebrew name means the most high, the strongestty one,
one who is exalted high above everything. Thisthie name
Melchizedek used in Gen.14:18. Balaam used it imbers 24:16
while the king of Babylon used it in Isaiah 14:0ther passages that
used this name include Mark 5:7; Luke 1:32; ActslT6

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Check the passages above and note down how this isaused.

3.3.5 El Shaddai

This name was used more in the time of the patgarsee Gen.
28:3; 35:11; 43:14; Ex0d.6:3; Num.24:4). It wasoaused by Job and
Psalms and a few times in the Prophets. In the Nlestament it is

used in 2Cor.5:18; Rev.4:8. The name means thaghty God or

All-sufficient God. It has the connotation of theeowho bountifully

supplies all things.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

In what ways has God shown his might in history?
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4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit looked at the biblical usage of namesegalty and the names
of God and Christ in particular. In the beginningdecommanded man
to name the things he has created. In the sameGeayrevealed and
continues to reveal himself through names. Theames are a
testimony that man is able to describe God, hiskejoand his majesty
as well as his awesomeness. The lesson we leamtfre Israelites is
that God is honored or disrespect through the wayuge his name. It
is believed that the names of God stand for Godséiin

5.0 SUMMARY

The way names and used and applied in the Bildamgar to the way
Africans used names and apply them. As you hawve, seames of God
express relationship (Ek. 3:13, Gen. 32:27-29) rattar and history
(Gen.25:23-25; 1 Sam. 25:25; 1 Sam. 4:21), authqidter. 14:24;
Luke 10:17; John 17:11), reputation (Prov. 22:1; 3&3; Ezk. 20:9),
and reveal the nature of God (Ex. 3:14; Judges)6:3@me of the
names reveal more thatone aspect or nature of &wdiare must be
taken to study the context carefully.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Attempt to the explanation of God’s names.
2. In detail, explain the name | AM WHO | AM.
3 How did the Israelites understand and use démeenY AHWEH?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Bavick, Herman (2004)Reformed Dogmatics. God and Creation,
Vol.2,translated by John Vreiend. Grand Rapids: dBak

Academic.

Berkhof, I.  (1981). Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids:
EerdmansPublishing Company. Boice,

Montgomery, James (1978).Foundations of the Christian Faith.
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Elwell, Walter (1984).Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Grand
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UNIT 5 GOD’S REVELATION THROUGH IMAGES
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3.0 Main Content
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit help you not just to understand actigitef God and what
humans think about God but also to understand thé &f language
biblical authors adopted. The biblical authors useahy images in
describing God and other things. As you will dissgvimages have
impact on human thinking, worship, and behavioun understand
images, you must take note of the time, culture, experience of the
authors. The description of God using images amsgf a particular
situation, need, and experience. Images are nbtudifto understand
but the ones foreign to our culture must be inttgat with care.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

state the important of images in understanding God
state the power and what images can achieve
show the difference between natural and culturagen
discuss anthropomorphism and athropo-pathism
discuss the social roles of God.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Explanation of the Use of Images

The Bible is written in oriental style which is fubf images. Both
God and the Biblical writer choose the use of insage tell us about
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God. African learn through images and the knowleajeimages
about God in the Bible will help our preaching herlerough them the
gospel becomes more vital and more impressive.

An image is a likeness of something, like portraitsages are

verbal portraits often in the form of similes or tagghors. Images
interpret but only in part — not all of the quadgiof an object are to be
considered in what the image represents. Imagegtdand evoke

feelings.

Images are packed with power. They focus and lidisbtme

particular facet of the life and character of Gbdthis way, images
are like names of God — authorized and revelatonplems of God.
We ought to resist the temptation to translateages or God right
away: translation dissipates some of the power @ratacter of the
image.

Images of God have enormous power to focus ourimrslirect our
thought, stimulate our feeling, even alter our betwa. They have the
power to shape our longings and even mediate incoawersion for
good or ill. The reason is that we tend to becoik® Wwhat we worship.
Images also have the power to deceive and dististt §s they have
the power to portray and reveal, i.e. all imagesthblike and tell the
truth”.

Images limit themselves to some particular aspéd¢h® character of
God. In so doing, they run a risk. We have to keacthose
associations and implications of an image that raveintended, e.g.
“God is our rock”, does not mean God is inanimate.

Images are inevitably shaped by mind, time, culamd experience of
their human authors. Else they wouldn't have meanything to their
original audience. But we live in another time andture, and those
of our human authors of scripture.  Example —twhd “God is my

shepherd, father, king” mean to us now? Or what'@bd is our

covenant Lord” mean when we don’t know what is aec@nt.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Summarize the limitations of images.

2. Check a dictionary to find out the meaning wémtal.
3

What is the character of God are we referringwhen we
say God is my shepherd.
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3.2 Natural and Cultural

We refer to things that God made himself and thbaeare products of
human culture activities: Rock Ps. 31:2; 42:9; 82:light — Ps.
27:1; | Sam. 60:1; | John 1:5; Matt. 4:16. FireDeut. 4:24; Heb.
12:29; Heb.12:29. Water — Jer. 2:13; Ps. 42:2rdoty — Hos. 5:12,
Fortress, stronghold, tower of refuge — 2 Sam. ;22s213:3; 61:3; Neh.
1:7; Shield2 Sam. 22:2. Lamp 2 Sam. 22:29; Templeew. 21:22.
Even animals lion— Amos 1:2; Joel 3:16, Leopard .H&7; bear Hos.
13:8 etc.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What does it mean when we say God is a dry roowatdr?
3.2 Anthropomorphism

This has to do with the realm of human beings. eNtiat we have
discussed this in details. This is expressing thdvides of God
borrowed from human beings (language) God speakieg. 1:3; 1:28
to Moses and to the prophets. God breathing Geh.walking Gen.
3:8, resting Gen.2:2; writing Ex. 31:18, shooting. B4:7; laughing
Ps. 2:4. Then God as having hands, arms, nostidlse, mouth,
voice, ear, eyes. Even as a women or mother — LG6K& 10.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. How and for what reason does God use the fatigpwparts
of the body, eyes, face, ears, and voice.

2. In what ways does God speak to us today? Iitiaddo your
answer see Heb.1: 1-3.

3. In what ways does God speak to us today? litiaddo your

answer see Heb.1: 1-3.
3.3 Human Personality

This can be referred to as anthropopathism, argl ths to do with
mental, emotional and characters of God. TheseaudieclKnowing —
Gen. 3:15; | Sam. 2:3; Ps. 44:21, Rememberingen.®:15, 16; 2
Kings20:3, Regretting, Gen. 6:6; 1 Sam. 15:11, wng feeling,
patient, gracious, loving and merciful, etc.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Group the things mentioned in the paragraptder mental and

emotional qualities.
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3.4  Social Images

Here the Bible talks about God as playing the rofes Father Ps.103:3,
Mother, Judge, Lord, Warrior, Archer, King, HusbaBdilder, Friend,

Potter, Barber — Is. 7:20. God is also assatiatdth the roles of
Watchman and Shepherd — Isa. 42:13; Heb. 11:10;.R#1; Isa.

42:14.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

With the use of a Bible Concordance find out theses that talk
about God as Mother, Barber and Archer and explaéncontext in
which these roles are attributed to God.

4.0 CONCLUSION

One of the most fascinating aspects of images as ttiey bring one
close to a particular culture. They help you gaiminother person
culture and expose you to cultures that are notsydmages are artistic
language to paint visible pictures on our mindsdéaling with images
you must seek to understand what that image meapdople at that
time, avoid assumptions in the interpretation oag®s, and critically
analyze the contest.

5.0 SUMMARY

We have part of this under the Principle of Accordatton. This unit
moves further to provide you with the guidelinesraérpreting images.
You have learnt that “images both lie and tell ttmath.” This
sentence must be taken serious. This unit hasifeé@ssmages into
four categories to help put them into prospecti%é.these images
reveal God’s dealing with human beings either mgpor punishing.
God is the God of love as well as of justice.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the images of God together with thaplications.
2. Discuss any two aspects of the images of God.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Bavick, Herman (2004)Reformed Dogmatics. God and Creation,
Vol.2, translated by John Vreiend. Grand Rapids:keBa
Academic

Berkhof, I. (1981). Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans
88



CRS321 MODULE 3

Publishing Company. Boice,

Montgomery, James (1978&oundations of the Christian Faith. Vol. 1.
Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press.

Douglas, J. D. (1974)The New International Dictionary of the
Christian Church. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House.

Elwell, Walter (1984).Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Grand
Rapids: Baker Book House.

Erickson, Millard (2006). Christian Theology. Grand Rapids:
BakerAcademic.

Fortman, Edmund (1968). The Theology of God: Commentary.
Milwalikee: The Bruce Publishing Compay.

Henry, Carl (1958). Revelation and the Bible: Contemporary
Evangelical Thought. Grand Rapids: baker Book House.

Migliore, Daniel (1991). Faith Seeking Understanding: An
Introduction to Christian Theology. Grand Rapids: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Warfield, Benjamin (1932).Sudies in Theology. Edinburgh: The
Banner of Truth Trust.

89



